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Name：Tetsuo Ueda
・Objective
　　　The purpose of this report is to promote Inclusive Education in Japan, as described in the Article 24 of the Convention on the Right of Person with Disabilities (CRPD). This is the reason because the Ministry of Education, the Government of Japan works on ‘Japanese-style Inclusive Education’ based on separated models not Inclusive models as said in the CRPD.

・Situations in Japan
      A lot of people with disabilities have been still discriminated in Japan contrary to the policy of the CRPD. Only 4 cities have been working on Inclusive Education in Japan.
      First, the numbers of Special Schools, called “schools for disabilities” in Japan, have been increasing year by year. In addition, the number of the students who go to these special schools have been doubled in 10 years. It means that a lot of children with disabilities cannot get opportunities to meet their neighbors and make friends without disabilities, because almost all special schools are built in places away from the town area who they live and where they have to take school busses to go for over 1 or 2 hours. In short, the separation between people with and without disabilities has been going on in Japan.
　　　In addition, the Ministry of Education issued the statement 4 months ago to promote proper operation of Special Needs Classes and Resource Rooms, which meant to promote exclusion students with disabilities from regular classes. It arbitrarily decided that students with disabilities spend more than half of a week in Special Needs Classes, and it leads that they cannot spend much time with their classmates in the same classes. It implies Inclusive Education such as Toyonaka’s educational practice (described below) tends to be destroyed in Japan.

・My passion
　　　It is Toyonaka City in Osaka, where children with disabilities have been provided education in the same classrooms for more than 40 years, has been confused and influenced by this statement. Toyonaka City is an advanced and valuable area, where unique Inclusive Education started about 20 years before the Salamanca Declaration recommended it. Toyonaka has always valued the policy based on "Tomoni- Manabi Tomoni-Sodatsu (learning together and growing up together)“.
      Toyonaka City’s Inclusive Education began with the questions of people with disabilities why we couldn’t go to neighbor schools with friends, and the enthusiasm of teachers to ensure enrollment for all children with and without disabilities. Today, the traditional educational practice is maintained by the enthusiasm of the teachers at every schools in this city.
      I am a person with disability, Cerebral Palsy, who live in Toyonaka city, work to protect this Inclusive Education in Toyonaka. As a matter of a fact, I used to go to the Special Needs School for two years from the first grade in elementary education. However, I transferred to the regular school, and I spent all the time in regular classrooms until graduation from the junior high school. I was educated with Reasonable Accommodation by the teachers and grew up with many friends with various backgrounds. I still keep the connection with my old friends. From my experience, I believe it is important for all children to spend time together, regardless of their disabilities.
      I would like to strongly offer to the UN make a recommendation to the Government of Japan to eliminate discrimination against people with disabilities, promote real Inclusive Education, and make Toyonaka’s educational practice much better.
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