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Committee on the Rights of the Child 71st Session

List of Issues 

Children of Incarcerated Parents 

Including Children of Parents Sentenced to Death
Maldives – Death Penalty Abolitionist de facto 
Last execution: 1954

Number of prisoners on death row: 20

Number of death sentences handed down:  2 in 2014

Moves towards restarting executions

In January 2014 the Minister for Home Affairs ordered prison officials to start making the necessary arrangements for the implementation of death sentences by means of lethal injection.

Pregnant women

A death penalty imposed on a pregnant woman can be delayed until her child is two years old.

Family Environment and Alternative Care 

Consideration of the best interests of the child in decisions on separating a child from their incarcerated parent (Arts. 3 &  9.1) and the right of the child to maintain contact with an incarcerated parent (Art. 9.3)
The State Report does not contain any information on these topics. The US Department of State Human Rights Report says that prisoners are allowed visits from family and twice monthly telephone calls with their families.
 As there are only six detention centres in the Maldives,
 it is likely that some prisoners are being held a considerable distance from their families, making it harder for children to maintain contact with the incarcerated parent.
Basic Health and Welfare 
Conditions of detention impacting children staying with or visiting an incarcerated parent 
Prisons in the Maldives are overcrowded. Prisoners have complained of cells so small that they cannot kneel to pray and deprivation of healthy food, clean water and medical treatment.
 If children are residing in detention with a parent, such conditions may impact their rights to survival and development (art. 6), health and health care (art. 24), and an adequate standard of living (art. 27).  Such conditions can also affect on the rights of children who do not reside in prison, particularly their ability to maintain contact with the incarcerated parent. 
Suggested questions for list of issues
Data Collection
How many prisoners on death row have children?  How many prisoners on death row are foreign nationals? 

How many children are residing in prison with a parent?  How many children are residing on death row with a parent? 

How many of your nationals are on death row in other countries?  How many of them have children?
Non-discrimination (Art. 2)
What measures are taken to ensure that children of incarcerated parents, including those sentenced to death, are not discriminated against in any way?
Best Interests of the Child (Art. 3)
Please explain how the best interests of the children are taken into account in criminal proceedings concerning their parents or caregivers, specifically in sentencing, including in cases involving capital punishment.

What measures are taken to ensure that the best interests of the child are taken into account when deciding whether a child should remain in prison with a parent or be placed elsewhere? How are factors such as the conditions in detention and the need for parent-child contact considered in such assessments?

Family Environment and Alternative Care (Arts. 5, 9, 18, 20)
Do children and other family members of persons on death row have the right to visit (or if unable to visit, to communicate in other ways)?  If so, is the visiting/communication regime the same as that for other prisoners? Where parents are detained on a different island from their families are there special measures to assist them in maintaining contact with their children?
What facilities are in place to ensure the safety and rights of children residing in prison with a parent? Are the provisions the same for the children of parents on death row? 
What support is provided to children of prisoners, including in particular the children of prisoners on death row?

What assistance is available to citizens of the Maldives on death row in other countries and to their children? 

How and when are foreign nationals facing a (potential) death sentence informed about the right to consular assistance? How and when are consular officers of the relevant country informed?
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� Death Penalty Worldwide (2014) � HYPERLINK "http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=Maldives" ��Report on the Death Penalty in the Maldives�   


� Death Penalty Worldwide (2014) � HYPERLINK "http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=Maldives" ��Report on the Death Penalty in the Maldives�


� Amnesty International (2015) Death Sentences and Executions in 2014. Amnesty International (2014) Maldives: Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review 22nd Session of the UPR Working Group confirms that both death sentences relate to crimes committed before the age of 18. 


� Amnesty International (2015) Death Sentences and Executions in 2014


� Death Penalty Worldwide (2014) � HYPERLINK "http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=Maldives" ��Report on the Death Penalty in the Maldives�


� US Department of State, � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2013&dlid=220399" ��Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 2013, Maldives�


� International Centre for Prison Studies, � HYPERLINK "http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/maldives" ��World Prison Brief, Maldives�


� Death Penalty Worldwide (2014) � HYPERLINK "http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=Maldives" ��Report on the Death Penalty in the Maldives�





