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About Ous:
the Network of Women's Non-governmental Organizations in the Islamic Republic of Iran (CNWN) is the only widespread, active, non-governmental organizations network in Iran that works on issues about women and family, which has 400 legal members.
This network founded nearly 28 years ago; this network established to exchange experiences and spread relationships between members and national and international organizations, as well as to improve cultural, social and human rights knowledge for women in society.

















Introduction
Gender-based violence can take many forms: domestic and partner violence, rape and incest, human trafficking, female genital mutilation, sexual abuse, and harassment, but also unequal access to jobs, economic violence, Psychological violence, and online violence. For many women and girls, gender-based violence is exacerbated by legal, social, and economic barriers to accessing confidential sexual and reproductive health information and services. Gender-based violence affects all spheres of society, being present at the institutional level, in public, on the street, in domestic settings, and in the media.
2010 saw the approval of the Equality Law, a law to deal with discrimination and inequality in various fields, including employment, education, and public services. This law made an effort to create a harmonious approach between previous procedures and existing laws, and situations such as maternity and pregnancy were considered. Despite the approval of these numerous laws and the efforts of the British government to approve the women's charter, the situation of women and girls in England is still considered difficult. The following will mention some examples of violations of the rights of women and girls in England.
Discrimination against homelessness women
1. According to a December 2021 report by Shelter, in the last 10 years the number of women in England who are experiencing homelessness has increased by 88 per cent.[footnoteRef:1] Yet, homelessness among women has received less attention from policy makers, the media, and in some cases service providers[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Shelter, Fobbed Off: The Barriers Preventing Women Accessing Housing and Homelessness Support, and The Women-centred Approach Needed to Overcome Them, December 2021, england.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/policy_and_research/policy_library/fobbed_off_the_barriers_ preventing_women_accessing_housing_and_homelessness_support, p. 13.]  [2:   See Shelter, Fobbed Off: The Barriers Preventing Women Accessing Housing and Homelessness Support, and The Women-centred Approach Needed to Overcome Them (previously cited) and Fulfilling Lives in Islington and Camden, Joanne Bretherton and Nicholas Pleace, Centre for Housing Policy, University of York, Women’s Homelessness in Camden: Improving Data, Strategy, and Outcomes, 9 December 2021, shp.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=5fee2c27-c387-4a68-b574-8d00a6ce7e76.] 

2. This has been largely attributed to women’s invisibility in what is understood as the sharpest and most conspicuous form of homelessness – rough sleeping. Women made up 13 per cent (320) of the number of people recorded in the rough sleeping count for 2021[footnoteRef:3]. In addition, women who have faced domestic violence and abuse and are living in refuges or temporary accommodation may not always be officially counted as homeless even though their living condition fits within the definition of homelessness.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Fulfilling Lives in Islington and Camden, Joanne Bretherton and Nicholas Pleace, Centre for Housing Policy, University of York, Women’s Homelessness in Camden: Improving Data, Strategy, and Outcomes (previously cited), p. 9.]  [4:  . Interview in person with Margaret (name changed), 26 October 2021] 

3. Shelter’s December 2021 report on women and homelessness highlights that domestic abuse is among the top triggers of homelessness in England. In addition, domestic abuse is also near-universal among women experiencing homelessness. Many of the women had experienced domestic abuse and violence in addition to the abuse and violence they had faced while they were homeless. The interviews suggested that the lack of a stable place to stay, coupled with multiple unmet needs, could lead women into abusive or violent relationships and trap them there.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  See Shelter, Fobbed Off: The Barriers Preventing Women Accessing Housing and Homelessness Support, and The Women-centred Approach Needed to Overcome Them (previously cited).] 

4. Homelessness policy in England categories parents separated from their children as ‘single households’. For many parents, having their children taken into foster care or assigned to the custody of the other parent means that they are no longer considered to be in priority need and therefore cannot access settled housing. This invariably means that they cannot access the support they need to lift themselves out of homelessness and live with their children again. Several of the women interviewed found themselves in this predicament.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  file:///C:/Users/ASUS/Downloads/EUR0353432022ENGLISH.pdf] 

5. A research study by the UK Collaborative Centre for Housing Evidence found that taking their children away and then failing to recognize them as in priority need, or even reducing their benefits, made rebuilding a family home almost impossible for many women. This in turn reinforced family separation.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  200 Interview in person with Kate (name changed) 17 September 2021.] 

Violence against women
1. On 21 February 2024, A UN expert today urged the UK Government to take urgent action to end all forms of violence against women and girls, as the country labelled it a “national threat”.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/02/no-time-lose-uk-declares-violence-against-women-national-threat-un-expert] 

2. According to the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, Entrenched patriarchy at almost all levels of society, combined with a rise in misogyny that permeates the physical and online world, denies thousands of women and girls in the UK the right to live in safety, free from fear and violence. [footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/02/no-time-lose-uk-declares-violence-against-women-national-threat-un-expert] 

3. Every three days a woman in the UK is killed by a man and one in four women will experience domestic violence in their lifetime.[footnoteRef:10] . Domestic abuse makes up 18 per cent of all recorded crime in England and Wales. In the year ending March 2022, there were 194,683 sexual offences, of which 70,330 were rape.[footnoteRef:11] [10:   https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/02/no-time-lose-uk-declares-violence-against-women-national-threat-un-expert]  [11:  https://www.npcc.police.uk/our-work/violence-against-women-and-girls/] 

4. The Special Rapporteur expressed concern about how grassroots organizations and specialized frontline service providers working with women and girls are struggling to meet the needs of the most vulnerable women and girls – both foreign and national –subjected to violence, who fall through the cracks and are not covered by statutory service providers. “They are struggling to survive in an increasingly challenging context of rising living costs, a deepening housing crisis and a critical lack of funding,” she said.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/02/no-time-lose-uk-declares-violence-against-women-national-threat-un-expert] 

5. The UK has long positioned itself as a champion of tackling violence against women and girls internationally, but has faced mounting evidence of inadequate prevention, response, and accountability measures domestically and failure to prioritize combating it at home.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

6. Partners or former partners killed 214 women – more than one a week – in England and Wales during the three years ending March 2020. Police recorded nearly 1.5 million domestic abuse-related incidents and crimes in the year ending March 2021.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

7. In March, the government-commissioned Casey Report on the standards of behavior and internal culture at the Metropolitan Police was published. It found numerous issues, including institutional racism and sexism. In May, the outgoing Chief Constable of Police Scotland gave a speech in which he admitted that institutional racism, sexism, misogyny, and discrimination existed in the police force.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/western-central-and-south-eastern-europe/united-kingdom/report-united-kingdom/] 

8. In March, police used unnecessary and excessive force to disperse a vigil in the capital, London, predominately attended by women, for Sarah Everard, who was raped and murdered by a police officer. Police claimed that the gathering violated COVID-19-related regulations.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/WEBPOL1048702022ENGLISH.pdf] 

Abortion in Northern Ireland
1. While many in the U.K. are outraged at the rollback of abortion rights in the U.S. with the Supreme Court overturning Roe V. Wade, there are still significant barriers to abortion access in Northern Ireland, a part of the U.K. that is home to nearly 2 million people. Many are frustrated that there has been little progress more than two years after decriminalization. That’s because the Department of Health has not commissioned abortion services, leaving already-stretched healthcare workers to provide care on an ad-hoc basis without funding or training. The result is that those seeking abortion must navigate a maze crisscrossed with barriers. In the absence of government action, activists like Connor, who had hoped there would be less demand for their work after decriminalization, are busier than ever helping people access abortion.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  https://time.com/6192022/northern-ireland-abortion-access/] 

2. In some areas, abortion services have been suspended, leaving people without local access. The Western Health and Social Care Trust, which covers a large, mostly rural area, stopped offering medication abortion in April 2021 due to “staff resourcing issues,” said a Trust spokesperson. For a year, until neighboring trusts began to accepting referrals for Western Trust patients, they had no options but to travel to England or order abortion pills online.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  https://time.com/6192022/northern-ireland-abortion-access/] 

3. In the information void left by the health department’s inaction, many people don’t know where to go to access abortion or even whether it is legal. Even the phone number people from across Northern Ireland call to access an abortion referral is run not by the health department but by a non-profit abortion provider in England, which stepped in back in October after Northern Ireland sexual health charity Informing Choices NI was forced to end the service for lack of funding. Some women and pregnant people who turn to Google for information end up at anti-abortion pregnancy centers, which sometimes use delaying tactics until people are past the 10-week limit for medication abortion, says Connor.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  https://time.com/6192022/northern-ireland-abortion-access/] 

4. Women and girls in Northern Ireland continue to face significant obstacles and variations between hospital trusts in accessing abortion services.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/united-kingdom] 

5. Despite the decriminalization of abortion in Northern Ireland, there was an ongoing failure to deliver fully commissioned and funded abortion services. In October, the secretary of state for Northern Ireland announced that he would commission the services directly from health trusts, given the failure of the Northern Ireland minister for health to do so. Northern Ireland is currently the only part of the UK without telemedicine provision.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/WEBPOL1056702023ENGLISH.pdf] 

6. There was still no provision for late-term abortions in Scotland, resulting in women having to travel to England. In March, the independent inquiry into maternity practices at Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust was published. The inquiry found that, over the course of 20 years, 201 babies and nine mothers who died in or following childbirth could or would have survived if the trust had provided better care. A police investigation was launched.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/WEBPOL1056702023ENGLISH.pdf] 

7. Despite being decriminalized in Northern Ireland, abortion remained criminalized in England Wales, and Scotland, subject to lawful exceptions determined by doctors. In 2023, six women were charged with illegal abortion offenses. In July, a woman was sentenced to a 14-month suspended prison sentence after pleading guilty to self-administering an abortion outside the legal time limits.
8. Ongoing barriers obstructed access to abortion services in Northern Ireland following decriminalization, including multiple failings by the devolved government, under-resourced and understaffed services, conscience-based refusals, misinformation and pervasive stigma.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/northern-ireland-four-years-decriminalisation-abortion-access-right-not-reality-new] 

9. The ongoing failure to deliver fully commissioned and funded abortion services in Northern Ireland in line with the new legislative framework left access to healthcare in a fragile state and created a “postcode lottery” for those needing early medical abortion provision. Services were withdrawn in one health trust as a consequence of the lack of commissioning.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/WEBPOL1048702022ENGLISH.pdf] 

Discrimination against refugee’s women
1. The United Kingdom government is set to tarnish its own landmark advancement on violence against women by excluding migrant women from key protections. This perpetuates longstanding barriers for migrant women whose residency status depends on their abusers, as they may fear expulsion from the UK if they seek help for domestic violence.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/united-kingdom] 

2. “After a decade of promises, the UK government is casting a shadow over what should be a landmark rights victory by excluding some of the most marginalized women from lifesaving protections from violence,” said Hillary Margolis, senior women’s rights researcher at Human Rights Watch. “No woman should have to choose between escaping abuse and possibly being deported.”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/united-kingdom] 

3. The Support for Migrant Victims scheme, which concluded in March, was roundly criticized by key organizations led by-and-for Black and minorities and migrant women as “wholly inadequate” both in scope and in substance to meet the needs of migrant women victims of violence.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  http://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/DomesticAbuseBill_MigrantWomenBriefing.docx.pdf] 

4. Significant evidence already points to the need for greater protections for migrant women victims of violence with precarious residency status. In research by the Latin American Women’s Rights Service, 62 percent of migrant women in London surveyed said their abusers had threatened deportation if they reported the abuse to authorities.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  https://stepupmigrantwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/the-right-to-be-believed-full-version-updated.pdf] 

5. Southall Black Sisters, which ran the Support for Migrant Victims Scheme, has reported that over 60 percent of women seeking their assistance have insecure immigration status. Research from the office of the Domestic Abuse Commissioner for England and Wales highlights that women in such circumstances are less likely to seek or benefit from services or escape abuse.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

6. The UK has long positioned itself as a champion of tackling violence against women and girls internationally, but has faced mounting evidence of inadequate prevention, response, and accountability measures domestically and failure to prioritize combating it at home.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

7. Partners or former partners killed 214 women – more than one a week – in England and Wales during the three years ending March 2020. Police recorded nearly 1.5 million domestic abuse-related incidents and crimes in the year ending March 2021.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

8. Rejecting a guaranteed pathway to autonomous residency for migrant women who are victims of violence follows years of a “hostile environment” policy by the UK government, a series of immigration policies that target undocumented people and block their access to work, housing, health care, education, and other key benefits. [footnoteRef:32] [32:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 

9. Organizations that work to prevent and respond to violence against women have cited the hostile environment policy as a deterrent to migrant women victims of violence coming forward and accessing lifesaving services as well as a means of control by abusers.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/uk-tackling-violence-against-some-women-not-all] 



Recommendations

1. The government should ensure that all women in the UK are equally protected from violence by ratifying the convention without reservations and moving urgently to fully carry out its provisions equally for all women and girls.

2. Ensure all survivors of domestic abuse can equally access support, welfare systems, and legal tools that protect them from abuse without discrimination on any grounds by the fundamental principle of the Istanbul Convention.

3. Continue to bring its national legislation into line with the international human rights instruments on women that it is a party to.

4. Take all the necessary measures to eliminate and prohibit discrimination against women and girls.

5. Take appropriate and effective measures to protect the rights of immigrant and homeless women.

6. Criminalize all forms of violence against women and girls and establish strict laws for perpetrators of violence.
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