SUBMISSION

WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN HONG KONG AND THE IMPACT OF HONG KONG NATIONAL SECURITY LAW ON THE EXERCISE OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
 
1. We are writing to invite you to consider the measures taken by Hong Kong to protect women’s rights and eliminate discrimination and our view that the implementation of Hong Kong National Security Law (“HKNSL”) does not affect the exercise of women’s rights in Hong Kong.

2. Hong Kong has a long standing history for promoting gender equality. Sex Discrimination Ordinance was enacted in 1995, which protects women from and against sex, pregnancy and marital status discrimination etc. A statutory body, namely Equal Opportunities Commission, which is independent from the government, was established in 1996 to enforce the sex discrimination laws and promote equal opportunities to the public.

3. In recent years, Hong Kong has introduced various measures to promote the rights of women, including but not limited to (i) the childcare services have been enhanced to reduce the burden of those women who have to take care of the young and the elderly, which allow them to be more actively involved in society and support their engagement in the workforce; (ii) more and more women have been invited to join different official and unofficial roles to participate the social affairs and make contribution to the development of Hong Kong; and (iii) in 2020, the statutory maternity leave was extended from 10 weeks to 14 weeks to support the working mothers.

4. In addition, Hong Kong has made tremendous efforts to launch public activities and campaigns to draw attention to the public in relation to sexual harassment. It can be seen that there is an increasing trend that women have a higher degree of awareness in reporting cases of domestic violence, sex discrimination and sexual harassment to law enforcement agencies and more measures were implemented to assist the victims. 

5. We noted that some allegations were made that the implementation of HKNSL endangered the exercise of the rights and freedom of Hong Kong citizens, including women. We considered that such allegations are baseless and unfounded. On the contrary, HKNSL safeguarded and even enhanced the protection of such rights and freedom enjoyed by Hong Kong residents. It restored the social stability of Hong Kong, which is crucial for promoting women's safety and well-being. 

6. It is crystal clear that the violent protests and riots in the 2019 social unrest in Hong Kong endangered the lives and property of Hong Kong citizens. It resulted in the blocking of roads and vandalism of public facilities in society. Worse still, unarmed members of the public who peacefully opposed violence and illegal acts were doxxed, harassed and even violently attacked by the rioters on the streets. The implementation of HKNSL restored the stability of society and created a safe and secure environment for women to exercise their political rights and freedom, including freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and freedom of association. Women could express their views and opinions without fear of violence or retribution after the implementation of HKNSL. 

7. It is commonplace that reasonable and proportionate measures were taken worldwide when safeguarding national security. The implementation of HKNSL is in line with the international practices. It is noteworthy that the purpose of the law is to ensure that the exercise of human rights should not endanger national security or be used as an excuse for provoking violence or committing illegal acts.

8. HKNSL applies to all Hong Kong residents equally, regardless of their sex or gender. HKNSL stricks a right balance between the exercise of human rights and the protection of national security. In particular, Article 4 of HKNSL explicitly states that human rights as provided by the Basic Law and other laws shall be protected while safeguarding the national security in Hong Kong. 

9. Having regard to the above, the implementation of HKNSL is essential for the stability and security of Hong Kong, which is a prerequisite for women to exercise their rights in a stable and secure environment. We respectfully submitted that the law does not affect women’s right and their social participation in Hong Kong.
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