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Thank you Chair, and to the Committee, for this opportunity to brief you on OHCHR’s work on the rights of the child. As was mentioned by my colleague in the opening, OHCHR is continuing its work to develop a UN system-wide Guidance Note of the Secretary-General on child rights, together with UNICEF and other agencies in the core group. 
Children’s rights are at the heart of human rights, and to achieve UN system aims across the three pillars of human rights, peace and security, and development, a focus on children across the work of the United Nations is essential. Although many good practices do exist, there is a need to strengthen how children and their rights are being integrated across the work of UN entities.
At this stage a written survey has been disseminated to UN agencies, and in partnership with Child Rights Connect we have launched a broad consultation process with civil society, including children. Six cross-regional virtual meetings with civil society and children are due to be held in September to discuss the priorities for inclusion in the guidance. We are grateful to Child Rights Connect and the team of Child Advisors for their partnership on these virtual discussions and in developing child-friendly consultation materials.
A first draft of the Guidance will be developed in October and a full draft by the end of this year. We look forward to providing further briefing to the Committee during this session and hearing its input on how to ensure that the guidance will be effective, both in terms of its substance and eventually its implementation.  
At the request of the Human Rights Council OHCHR is also advancing its work on child rights mainstreaming by following up on its 2020 High-Level Panel on the matter via a report containing concrete recommendations. A broad consultation process involving civil society is ongoing, and we will be reaching out to member States and the Committee for input over the coming weeks. 
The latest resolution on child rights at the Council (A/HRC/49/31) also requested that the next annual full-day meeting – taking place next year – focus on the rights of the child and the digital environment. This is a topic that touches on a broad range of human rights challenges and opportunities for children, and the digital world is for most an integral part of their day to day lives. With the organizing group we will take extra steps to involve children throughout the process of the annual day organization and at the event itself, to ensure that their views can really help to shape its substance and outcomes.
The Council’s resolution also requested a thematic report on the rights of the child and inclusive social protection, which will be presented in September 2023, and for which the consultation process will be launched in the coming weeks. OHCHR will be preparing a child-friendly version of this thematic report at the request of the member States. At a time of steeply rising costs of living and the energy crisis pushing more children into poverty – or those already living in poverty even deeper – we consider this topic to be very timely and important for the Council’s consideration. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let me briefly refer to the work on youth. The study on the human rights implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on young people (A/HRC51/19) has been finalised and will be presented to the Human Rights Council at its upcoming session. There will also be a resolution on youth and human rights at the upcoming session. Further, OHCHR continues its work on the development of a toolkit on the rights of youth, jointly with Education Above All,  Silatech and a youth advisory board. The toolkit will be finalized by the end of the year and implementation at country level will be initiated in 2023. 
Thank you again for this opportunity to provide you with an update, and we look forward to continuing to work closely with the Committee and its members on the Office’s child rights priorities going forward.

