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		Introduction
1. Namibia presented its sixth periodic reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in June 2022. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/NAM/CO/6) were transmitted to Namibia Permanent Mission. The Committee requested Namibia to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 12 (b), 16 (a), 28 (d) and 54 (b) of the concluding observations, 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk184295385]Namely: “12. Recalling its previous recommendations (CEDAW/C/NAM/CO/4-5, para. 9), the Committee recommends that the State party: (b) Strengthen efforts to establish a national database, containing gender-disaggregated data, to track the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee.” 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk184295821]“16 (a)Recalling its general recommendation No. 28 (2010) on the core obligations of States parties under article 2 of the Convention and the Committee’s previous concluding observations (CEDAW/C/NAM/CO/4-5, para. 11), the Committee recommends that the State party: (a) Accelerate the adoption of all bills aimed at ensuring formal and substantive equality of women and men, and incorporate a gender-sensitive approach in all relevant legislation.” 
4. 28. Recalling its general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19, the Committee recommends that the State party: (d) Ensure that police officers trained in responding to gender-based violence are based at each police station, and ensure effective access to protection orders, reparations, shelters and psychosocial treatment and counselling for women and girls who  are victims of gender-based violence in all parts of the State party.
5. “54. Recalling its general recommendation No. 21 (1994) on equality in marriage and family relations and its general recommendation No. 29 (2013) on the economic consequences of marriage, family relations and their dissolution, the Committee recommends that the State party: (b) Amend the Child Care and Protection Act (No. 3 of 2015) and the Marriage Act (No. 25 of 1961) to remove all exceptions to the minimum age of marriage of 18 years for women and men, clarify the meaning of “full age” in article 14 (1) of the Constitution, ensure that the minimum age of marriage of 18 years is applied to all marriages and unions in the State party, and support girls who are married by providing mechanisms to increase their access to education and vocational training and by providing information on sexual and reproductive health and rights. ” 
		Progress made on the implemention of the above recommendations
[bookmark: _Hlk187148141]	A.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 12 (b) of the concluding observations
6. The National Recommendations Tracking Database (NRTD) was approved by Cabinet directive during the year 2021. The Ministry of Justice, clustered various recommendations in spreadsheet format. The spreadsheet has been used to track, update and take active measures to ensure compliance with recommendations from various treaty bodies, including recommendations on CEDAW. The database has not yet been finalized, and it is not yet publicly available.
7. A demo presentation of the software for the national recommendation tracking database was introduced to stakeholders on the 23rd of August 2023, whereby a demonstration was made to show Namibia’s readiness to roll out the software once it is fully operational with assistance from the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Regional Office for Southern Africa.  However, the actual software of the NRTD was not provided to the Ministry due to outstanding training intervention from the Officer of the High Commission on Human Rights.
[bookmark: _Hlk187148263]	B.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 16 (a) of the concluding observations 
8. The Government of the Republic of Namibia takes note of this recommendation. In the furtherance of this recommendation, Namibia has introduced the Dissolution of Marriages Act, 2024 (Act No. 10 of 2024), commonly referred to as the Divorce Act), marking a significant overhaul of the country's divorce laws. The new legislation streamlines the divorce process, prioritising the welfare of children, and provides clear guidelines for asset division and Maintenance arrangement. In addition, the new Marriage Act has also been tabled and passed before parliament. However, both Acts are not yet operational, as the regulations to both Acts have not yet been adopted.
9. Additionally, Namibia has amended and promulgated legislations to address Gender Based Violence (GBV). These include the Combating of Rape Amendment Act, 2022 (Act No. 4 of 2022) and Combating of Domestic Violence Amendment Act, 2022 (Act No. 6 of 2022). 
	C.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 28 (d) of the concluding observations
10. The State Party continues to build capacity of law enforcement to handle GBV cases using the Pocket manual for Law enforcement.  The Namibian Police Force Pocket Manual has formed part of training materials used at Police training colleges. The pocket manual covers issues related to GBV, Trafficking in Person (TIP) and Violence against Children (VAC). This manual is also used to conduct in-service training for investigators at the GBV Protective Units and Police officers at different Police Stations countrywide. Thus far, approximately 1,207 Police officers have been trained. Trainings are ongoing.  The Units continue to offer services ranging from investigations, psychosocial support, medical treatment and shelter to GBV victims and their families.
11. Additionally, Capacity-building for judiciary, health care workers and civil society organizations have also been conducted on prevention and responding to cases of GBV.  GBV and Violence Against Children (VAC) have been mainstreamed in the school curriculum and Teachers are being capacitated in this regard. Community support groups and male engagement programs have been strengthened to raise awareness at different levels. 
	D.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 54 (b) of the concluding observations
12. Marriages of children under the age of 18 years are prohibited and is a punishable offence in terms of the Child Care and Protection Act, 2015 (Act, No. 3 of 2015) (CCPA). The Child Care and Protection Act prohibits child marriage by making it a crime to give a child out in marriage or engagement if the child is below the age of 18 or does not consent to the marriage or engagement. The prohibition applies to civil, customary and religious marriages. This crime is punishable by a fine of up to N$50,000 or imprisonment for up to ten years, or both. Cabinet directed that the Ministry of Gender Equality, Poverty Eradication and Social Welfare (MGEPESW) to take forward the recommendations from the Formative study on child marriages in Namibia. To this end, the MGEPESW is in the process of developing a strategy to end child marriages in the country. 
13. The MGEPESW has completed the development of child friendly materials based on specific provisions in the CCPA, such as those relating to HIV testing, medical consent, child marriage, and harmful practices to ensure that children are not left behind in the implementation of the Act. In addition, these materials will be translated into four local languages. 
		Clarification of the meaning of “full age”
14. At present, both the CCPA and the Marriage Bill require parental consent for marriage up to age 21.  Article 14(1) of the Namibian Constitution gives “men and women of full age... the right to marry and to found a family”. The Marriage Bill attempts to address this by defining “full age” as follows:  “full age”, subject to section 9(2), means the age of 18 years or above.
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