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The China Society for Human Rights Studies (CSHRS) is the largest national non-governmental organization in the field of human rights in China. It is a member of the United Nations Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO), which enjoys a special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is included in the World Directory of Human Rights Research and Training Institutions compiled by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The activities and tasks of the CSHRS are: studying the theories, history, and status of human rights in China and foreign countries; popularizing and publicizing human rights knowledge; engaging in international exchanges and cooperation; and promoting healthy development of human rights causes in China and the world as a whole. Since establishment, CSHRS has held many workshops and conducted human rights researches, and has translated, edited and published a series of books in human rights. The Society endeavors to popularize human rights knowledge in an effort to raise the awareness of the importance of human rights throughout society, and accelerates to establishment of human right education and training bases and popularizes human rights education. The CSHRS also actively participates in international exchanges and cooperation in the field of human rights. It has held six large multilateral international conferences named “Beijing forum on human rights”, and sent delegates to human rights conferences and other relevant activities, such bilateral international human rights conference held by the United Nations and other international organizations. 
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1. We consider that, right to health is a fundamental human right indispensable for the exercise of other human rights. Every human being is entitled to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health conducive to living a life in dignity. In 2000, the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights issued General Comment No. 14, which makes a clear elaboration on rights to health and provides a guide for the states to fulfill the relevant international obligations. 
2. It has been noticed that, a lot of attentions are paid on improving health conditions in china and the right to health is listed as the main development goals in The Twelfth Five-Year-Plan outline for National Economic and Social Development of the People's Republic of China (2011-2015) and National Human Rights Action Plan (2012-2015). In addition, many laws and regulations have been legislated and revised, such as The people's Republic of China Tort Liability Act（2009）, Food Safety Law of people's Republic of China(2009), Mental Health Law of the People’s Republic of China （2012）, Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Disabled Persons(2008 amendment), Law of the People's Republic of China on the Prevention and Treatment of Occupational Diseases, and a series of legislative, administrative and judicial measures have been adopted, immense economic recourses have been devoted to improve the health level.

3. It has been aware that, the average life expectancy for Chinese has improved. The expectancy for Chinese was 72.95 in 2005, and 74.83 in 2010, a rise of 1.88 years in 5 years. Male average life expectancy was 72.38 in 2010, a rise of 1.55 years than in 2005(70.83). Female average life expectancy was 77.37 in 2010, a rise of 2.12 years than in 2005(75.25), which increased more rapidly than male, as a good result of improvement on female health.

4. It has been noticed that, social medical security system has achieved comprehensive coverage in china. Since the pilot was initiated in 2003, the social medical security system including urban employees’ basic medical insurance, urban residents’ medical insurance and New Rural Cooperative Medical Care System has been all-roundly set up and developed. The number of urban and rural residents participating in such insurance exceeded 1.2 billion, China’s social medical security system has achieved comprehensive coverage since 2009. And by 2012, the participation rate of such insurance has remained above 95%. Further, the level of security provided by social medical security system has also gradually risen in recent years. Within the policy scope of urban employees’ medical insurance, urban residents’ basic medical insurance and New Rural Cooperative Medical Care, the average proportions for reimbursement of hospital fees have risen to 75 %, 70%, and 75 % recently. Moreover, the system of payment is also reformed by promoting long-distance transactions nationwide to further address medical needs. The economic burden of Chinese populace in respect of healthcare has been greatly reduced. 

5. It has been also noticed that, a grass-root medical and healthcare service system covering the rural and the urban areas has been established with the increase investment of the national budget. In 2009, to coordinate with the work being done to reform the medical and healthcare system, an investment funding of RMB 2.5 billion and RMB 2.0 billion has been arranged to support the construction of 3,549 township hospitals and 1,154 community healthcare services centres. By the end of July in 2013, there were 34,000 community healthcare services centres, 37,000 township hospitals, 650,000 village clinics and 183,000 infirmaries, both urban and rural grass-roots public health facilities and medical service have considerably promoted.

6. It has been recognized that, with Chinese overall health condition continuously improving, the health level of Chinese women has been greatly improved as well, especially women’s reproductive health rights. Whilst, the maternal mortality rate fell from 47.7 per 100,000 in 2005 to 24.5 per 100,000 in 2012, a decline of 23.2 per 100,000  in 7 years. The hospital births rate of expectant women increased from 85.9% in 2005 to 99.2% in 2012, an increase of 13.3% in 7 years. In addition, comprehensive reproductive healthcare activities and service to enhance the maternal and gynaecological healthcare service have been actively launched in china. 

7. It has been observed that, great efforts are paid to improve the quality of newborn babies, and with constantly increased input to infant health protection and children health care, children’s health level has improved steadily in china. In the past 7 years, infant and young children mortality rate has continued to fall. In comparison with 2005, infant mortality rate was 10.3‰，dropped by 10.3‰, and mortality rate of young children under 5 was 13.2‰, dropped by 9.3‰ in 2012.
8. It has been also observed that, environmental protection is assigned an enhanced strategic importance, reduction of major pollutant emissions has been regarded as a binding commitment for the economic and social development to promote ecological progress and resolve outstanding environmental issues in china. Through vigorous promotion of the three major emission reduction measures of project-based pollution control, structural adjustments, and supervision and management, the total emission volume of major pollutants has been reduced by 10% in 2010 compared with 2005. As one of the measure, a series of 83 environmental standards for motorized vehicles, including a complete ban on the use of leaded petrol were promulgated and implemented. When compared with 2000, the amount of vehicular pollutants emitted by China’s newly produced lightweight cars fell by over 90 %.

9. It has been noticed that, special emphasis is placed on drinking water safety, and a series of protection measures for preventing and controlling water pollution and protecting water resource have been adopted in china. From 2006 to 2010, the central finance inputted RMB 32.0 billion in funding, and solved the problem of drinking water safety for the rural population of about 210 million. Meanwhile, the nationwide project on improving water and sanitation in rural areas was carried out to improve the proportion of safe drinking water for rural householders, and the conditions of safe drinking water for urban and rural residents has had remarkable improvements. 
10. It has been noticed that, China has in recent years adopted a series of major measures to enhance supervision and management of food safety, and has continually been strengthening the system of laws and legal regulations and policy measures relating to the safe production of food products. In 2009, Food Safety Act was adopted, and Food Safety Committee, National Center of Food Safety Risk Assessment were set up the next year to protect the food safety. At the same time, many measures were taken, including continuously improving the system of food safety regulations and standards, strengthening the monitoring, assessment and early warnings of food safety risks, actively initiating food safety improvements, and setting up systems for market access permits, mandatory factory inspections, and daily sampling inspections, in order to strengthen supervision and management in accordance with the law, and to raise the level of food safety.

11. It has been also noticed that, public service system for national physical fitness has considerable improvement. During the implementation of Municipal Physical Fitness Regulations，great efforts are made to enhance the construction of sports facilities in urban communities and in rural villages and towns, the development of nationwide fitness programs，the improvement of sports organizations and the establishment of the system for national physical fitness. By 2012, the per capita public sports facilities was 1.4 per square meter, the public’s sense of sports and fitness has generally risen, and the environment and conditions for public fitness has remarkably improved. 

12. It is widely acknowledged that, china has made big progress in protecting right to health, however, we have the following recommendations necessary for the further improvement of health level in china.
1) With the economic development, increase the input to the medical security sphere and guide the social medical security system to develop in depth. Try to increase the rate and coverage of the reimbursement in all medical insurance, and accelerate the investigation and improvement in reimbursement of outpatient service, so as to resolve the problem of the difficulty and high cost of getting medical service for Chinese populace thoroughly. 

2) Constantly increase the input in rural medical resources, strengthen the development of rural medical service system and the building of a talent team, to promote the balance of allocation of medical resources. 

3) Continue to improve legislation, increase the devotion to women’s medical and healthcare service based on the deep awareness of gender equality, and especially strengthen the development of gynecology and obstetrics medical service system in poor and remote rural area, in order to provide the systemic, policy and financial support for women nationwide to equally enjoy the right to health. 

4) Continue to strengthen the development of maternal and child care service centre and department of pediatrics in general hospital in deferent levels, improve the level of diagnosis of grass-roots pediatrics in urban and rural area, pay more attention to the mental care of the children and health care for migrant children, to make sure all the children nationwide not only enjoy physical health but mental health as well.   
5) Further optimize urban business distribution, strengthen the pollution prevention work, push forward the monitoring and evaluation work on the health effects of air pollutants, and construction of the network, in order to protect the ecological environment conducive to right to health in china. 
6) Make further efforts to establish, improve and strictly implement the systems like food production license and safety standard. Strengthen the construction of grass-roots sanitary inspection network and the relevant system, to guarantee the food safety.

7) Raise the rate of children’s equipment in setting up and updating the public body-building facilities in the communities, to improve the conditions and chances for children to do excises and have entertainment. 
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