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4 July 2022
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the eighth periodic report of Bulgaria, at the Committee’s Seventy-fifth session, held in February 2020. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/BGR/CO/8) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 50 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Bulgaria to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 16 (a) and (b), 24 (c) and 34 (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received in March 2022 (CEDAW/C/BGR/FCO/8) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eighty-second session, held in June 2022, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in Paragraph 16 (a) of the concluding observations in which the Committee calls upon the State party: “to ensure an environment that is, de jure and de facto, safe and in which organizations working for women’s rights and gender equality participate systematically in the development and implementation of relevant legislation and policies”: 
The Committee notes the State party’s indication that the participation of organizations working for women’s rights involvement is highly valued and that the involvement of all stakeholders, including NGOs, is also guaranteed by the specifically created thematic working group for the development of the new Human Resources Development Programme 2021–2027. However, the Committee is concerned at reports that the participation of civil society is guaranteed in theory rather than in practice. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
Regarding the recommendation made in Paragraph 16 (b) of the concluding observations calling on the State party: “To financially support civil society organizations that provide assistance to women facing discrimination, gender-based violence and the violation of their rights, while ensuring that the State party retains the primary responsibility for providing those women with protection, rehabilitation, reintegration and other relevant services”:

The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party regarding the allocation of resources to civil society organisations working on domestic violence issues. However, it regrets that funding is only given for projects carried out under the Domestic Violence Act and that no information has been provided indicating the allocation of resources also to civil society organisations providing assistance to women facing gender discrimination or the violation of their rights. The Committee is also concerned at reports that for civil society organisations that do receive project funding, it is not sufficient to cover the expenditure costs related to the increase of electricity and heat prices since the beginning of 2022. It is further concerned at reports that there is no state funding for establishing new shelters for survivors of gender-based violence despite an insufficient number of the current shelters and available spaces. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraphs 16(a) and (b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
1) Ensure an environment that is, de jure and de facto, safe and in which organizations working for women’s rights and gender equality participate systematically in the development and implementation of relevant legislation and policies;
2) Financially support civil society organizations that provide assistance to women facing discrimination, gender-based violence and the violation of their rights, while ensuring that the State party retains the primary responsibility for providing those women with protection, rehabilitation, reintegration and other relevant services.
In relation to the recommendation in paragraph 24(c) calling on the State party “to amend the Criminal Code to specifically criminalize marital rape as aggravating circumstances”: 
The Committee welcomes the State party’s indication that the Draft Law Amending and Supplementing the Protection against Domestic Violence Act, will, inter alia, amend the Criminal Code to explicitly criminalise marital rape. However the Committee is concerned at reports that the most recent revision of the draft Bill no longer refers to the criminalisation of marital rape. 
Thus, the Committee considers that the State party has taken insufficient steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive and that it relates directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 24(c) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on:
The status of the amendment of the Criminal Code to specifically criminalise marital rape as aggravating circumstances.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 34(c) of the concluding observations that the State party “intensify the implementation of health programmes, including inclusive awareness-raising programmes, to ensure the availability of affordable modern contraceptives to all women and girls, including those belonging to disadvantaged groups and in rural areas”: 
The Committee notes the information provided by the State party regarding the Health for All project and the Action Plan for 2021-2023 for the National Programme for Maternal and Child Health which have a specific focus on vulnerable communities. The Committee further notes that the latter Programme prioritises activities linked to reproductive health and family planning. The Committee is concerned however, at reports that such projects lack stable funding and are not offered on a regular basis, particularly to disadvantaged groups.
The Committee considers that the State party has taken some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 34(c) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Intensify the implementation, on a regular basis, of health programmes, including inclusive awareness-raising programmes, to ensure the availability of affordable modern contraceptives to all women and girls, in particular those belonging to disadvantaged groups and in rural areas.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,

[image: image1]
Louiza Chalal
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