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	I.	Introduction
1.	During the 88th Session of the CEDAW Committee on 22 May 2024, Malaysia underwent the review of its Sixth Periodic Report on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) (the Convention). Malaysia reaffirmed its strong commitment to gender equality through the participation of a high-level delegation at the session in May 2024. The delegation was led by the Minister of Women, Family and Community Development and reflected a coordinated, whole-of-government effort involving various ministries and departments in the presentation of the Sixth Periodic Report.
2.	In the Concluding Observations, the Committee requested Malaysia to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations in paragraphs 13(a) (constitutional and legislative framework and definition of equality and non-discrimination), 25(b) (harmful practices), 47(a) (refugee and asylum-seeking women) and 57(a) (marriage and family relations).
	II.	Specific issues 
		Gender equality
3.	In response to paragraph 13(a), Malaysia takes note of the Committee’s recommendation to adopt a specific act on gender equality which has been renamed as the Anti-discrimination Against Women Bill and to include a comprehensive definition of discrimination against women. However, the Federal Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal protection of the law to all persons under Article 8. Malaysian legislation is generally framed and applied in accordance with the principle of equality as enshrined in Article 8 of the Federal Constitution. Clause (1) of Article 8 of the Federal Constitution provides the general principle of equality, while Clause (2) covers specific and particular grounds of discrimination. In this regard, Clause (1) was framed in general terms to allow for a broad interpretation of the principle of equality, while ensuring that the spirit of the constitution remains intact. In addition, the Government is considering undertaking a study to better understand the prevalence and nature of discrimination experienced by women in Malaysia. The findings from this study are expected to provide further insights that may inform future policy considerations in addressing discrimination against women. 
4.	Malaysia has undertaken significant legislative reforms to strengthen protections for women and promote substantive equality. Amendments to the Employment Act 1955 [Act 265] have been introduced to enhance protections in the workplace, including expanding maternity protections and improving safeguards against discrimination. 
5.	The Anti-Sexual Harassment Act 2022 [Act 840] is a dedicated legal framework addressing sexual harassment, including the establishment of a Tribunal for Anti-Sexual Harassment to facilitate accessible redress mechanisms. Amendments to the Penal Code [Act 574], which came into operation on 31 May 2023, criminalise stalking further strengthen legal protections against harassment and gender-based violence.
6.	The Federal Constitution (Amendment) Act 2025 [Act A1752], gazetted on 
20 March 2025, introduces amendments relating to citizenship. Upon its entry into force, children born overseas to Malaysian citizen mothers and non-citizen fathers will be eligible to obtain Malaysian citizenship by operation of law, subject to compliance with prescribed guidelines. This amendment strengthens legal certainty, equality and the protection of the rights of Malaysian children.
7.	Apart from that, with reference to Malaysia’s earlier submissions in paragraphs 18 to 20 of CEDAW/C/MYS/FCO/3-5, the Law Reform (Marriage and Divorce) Act 1976 [Act 164] institutionalises formal equality between spouses in civil marriage while progressively incorporating substantive equality principles through its amendments. This includes a fairer division of matrimonial assets, equal right to petition for a divorce by mutual consent and consent to marriage of a child under the age of 21. These amendments reflect evolving societal developments as they address welfare of the children and aim to enhance fair recognition of spouses whose contributions to the family are non-monetary in nature. 
8.	The Criminal Law Reform Committee (CLRC) established in March 2025, has been mandated to review and undertake reforms of Malaysia’s criminal laws, including Act 574, the Criminal Procedure Code [Act 593] and the Evidence Act 1950 [Act 56]. The Committee comprises members of the judiciary, including the Chief Justice of Malaysia, judges from the Court of Appeal of Malaysia and the High Court of Malaysia, as well as legal practitioners, academics and representatives from the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM). Among the matters under consideration are ongoing assessments of these laws, including reforms such as the abolition of mandatory whipping provisions.
9.	Further, the Government of Malaysia launched the National Women’s Policy 2025 to 2030 on 8 March 2025 as a comprehensive framework to advance gender equality and women’s empowerment in Malaysia. The Policy integrates four priority areas, namely Economy, Leadership, Wellbeing and Safety. Under the Economy pillar, emphasis is placed on enhancing women’s labour force participation, addressing gender pay gaps and strengthening women’s economic security. The Leadership pillar focuses on increasing women’s representation in decision-making positions across public and private sectors. The Wellbeing pillar promotes access to healthcare, social protection and quality of life, while the Safety pillar reinforces efforts to prevent and respond to all forms of violence and discrimination against women.
10.	In addition, Malaysia has launched the National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security 2025–2030 (NAP WPS) on 9 September 2025, translating the ASEAN-level frameworks into practical national action.  The NAP WPS four pillars, namely Perspective, Prevention, Participation and Protection are embedded within governance systems, security institutions and development planning. These pillars incorporate gender-sensitive approaches by mainstreaming gender considerations in policies, institutional environments and enhancing women’s representation in safety and security sectors.
		Harmful practices
11.	In furtherance of the recommendation in paragraph 25(b) following the Committee’s concluding observations, reference is made to Malaysia’s earlier submissions in paragraph 56-57 of CRC/C/MYS/RQ/2-4 . Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is not obligatory under the law. In January 2025, the Department of Islamic Development Malaysia (JAKIM) established a Sub-Committee on FGM. The Sub-Committee serves as a coordination platform to deliberate on policy, legal, health and religious aspects related to the practice. In addition, awareness programmes and educational initiatives are being developed in collaboration with academic institutions to promote informed understanding among relevant stakeholders, including medical practitioners, religious scholars, parents and community members.
12.	The Government is of the view that an abrupt ban without sufficient community understanding and acceptance may risk driving the practice underground and thereby undermine its protective objectives. Hence, continuous constructive engagement is being undertaken with all relevant stakeholders, particularly religious authorities, leaders and state governments to address this issue in a gradual, inclusive, and evidence-based manner.
		Refugee, asylum-seeking women and girls
13.	In response to the recommendation in paragraph 47(a), Malaysia’s position in relation to 	the 	principle 	of non-refoulement remains consistent with its earlier submissions, including paragraph 104 of CRC/C/MYS/RQ/2-4. In this regard, due consideration is given to the circumstances of women and girls in need of international protection, including an assessment of potential risks prior to any removal.  Protection and assistance are provided in accordance with Malaysia’s domestic legal framework and national interests, on a case-by-case basis and on humanitarian grounds. The Government continues to strengthen and implement a comprehensive framework for refugees and asylum-seeking women. In April 2023, the National Security Council amended Directive No. 23 to address issues concerning refugees and asylum seekers in a more holistic and coordinated manner.
14.	In addition, the Government has introduced the Refugee Registration Document (DPP) Programme under Malaysia’s Asylum and Refugee Management System (MyARMS), which is scheduled to be operational in 2026. This system aims to enhance the management of refugees and asylum seekers, improve security, and streamline the delivery of assistance to individuals in need. These measures indicate Malaysia’s ongoing efforts to ensure protection, monitoring, and support for refugees and asylum seekers, in accordance with relevant international principles and humanitarian considerations.
		Marriage and family relations 
15.	In response to the recommendation in paragraph 57(a), reference is made to Malaysia’s earlier submissions in paragraph 55 of CRC/C/MYS/RQ/2-4. Under civil law, the minimum legal age of marriage is 18 years for both males and females. Efforts are ongoing at both Federal and State levels to harmonise legal provisions across Islamic, civil, customary, native and indigenous systems, with a view to progressively establishing a uniform minimum marriage age of 18 for all marriages, taking into account constitutional and legal considerations.
16.	In this regard, Selangor and Kedah have already established 18 years as the minimum age of marriage. In addition, the Sarawak State Government has proposed setting the minimum age of marriage at 18 years across all legal frameworks including civil, Syariah and customary law. Legislative harmonisation efforts are also underway in Sabah, including proposed amendments to the Native Courts Rules to raise the minimum marriage age. These developments reflect incremental progress towards nationwide alignment with international standards.
17.	With reference to the Committee’s recommendation to establish mechanisms to detect, protect and provide support services to girl victims of child marriage, Malaysia wishes to highlight that such mechanisms are already in place and continue to be strengthened. At the Federal level, additional safeguards were introduced through the Islamic Family Law (Federal Territories) (Marriage, Divorce and Ruju’) Rules 2024 [P.U. (A) 138/2024] which came into operation on 1 June 2024.  These measures form part of broader efforts to curb early marriages to safeguard the health and future of young people. While the specific 2024 Rules do not mention about teenage pregnancies, it is a major focus of recent reports and policies. Hence, the Government is addressing the issue through the Reproductive and Social Health Education (PEKERTI) Policy and Action Plan.  Progressive developments at the State level towards raising and standardising the minimum marriage age will continue to be monitored and reflected in future reporting under both the Convention and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
18.	As part of protection and support mechanisms, Malaysia has also strengthened procedural safeguards in cases involving applications for child marriage through enhanced case management and social reporting processes. Under these procedures, marriage is not treated as a default response for vulnerable children. Comprehensive social assessments, counselling and risk evaluations are undertaken involving coordination among relevant agencies, including the National Population and Family Development Board, State Islamic Religious Departments, civil society organisations and community service providers. These strengthened procedures support the Syariah Courts in assessing applications and in identifying appropriate alternatives where marriage is not considered to be in the best interests of the child, including continued education, vocational training, psychosocial support or protective interventions under the Child Act 2001 [Act 611].
19.	Early detection and referral mechanisms are integrated across frontline agencies. Social welfare officers, counsellors, educators, religious officials and community partners collaborate to identify at-risk girls and link them to case management, psychosocial services, shelter, financial assistance and family-strengthening programmes. Where necessary, follow-up interventions are provided to safeguard the long-term wellbeing of affected girls, including reintegration into education and alternative care arrangements. In addition, broader structural measures to promote girls’ continued participation in education contribute to the prevention of child marriage. The Education (Amendment) Act 2025 [Act A1770] which was gazetted in October 2025 and scheduled to come into force on 1 January 2027, introduces compulsory secondary education and place a responsibility on parents and guardians to ensure the continued attendance of children in school. This, in turn, strengthens efforts to address underlying factors associated with early marriage, including school dropout among girls.
20.	In line with the Committee’s recommendation, Malaysia continues to strengthen mechanisms to detect and address cases of child marriage, including through inter-agency coordination and referral pathways to ensure protection and support services for affected girls. Public awareness-raising programmes are also being implemented including nationwide and community-based initiatives conducted in collaboration with the media, parents, educators, religious authorities and community leaders, to increase awareness of the harmful impacts of child marriage on girls’ education, health and future life choices. These efforts are complemented by ongoing engagement with communities to promote positive social norms and support the sustained elimination of child marriage.
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