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Report on torture in Saudi Arabia


This report aims to present some of the issues of human rights defenders as they relate to the violation of the UN Convention Against Torture and Other, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) in light of the upcoming second review of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by the Committee against Torture (CAT). Since its initial review in 2002, Saudi Arabia has modified its legislation with the alleged aim of bringing it in line with international obligations.  Despite this it continues to fall short of these obligations and torture remains a serious issue.  

Torture in detention
Torture in detention is commonplace in Saudi Arabia. The forms of torture used include severe beating and flogging; hooding; hanging by hands and feet and beating on the soles of the feet; deprivation of sleep, food and light; exposure to extremes of temperature and the use of prolonged solitary confinement. Incommunicado detention is also used as a tool to psychologically break down human rights defenders.

There are endless examples of human rights defenders who have been detained and suffered torture at the hands of state authorities as a result of their peaceful and legitimate human rights activities. In an opinion adopted during a session held in September 2015, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) held that the detention of nine human rights defenders, Waleed Abu Al-Khair, Dr. Mohammed Al-Qahtani, Dr. Abdullah Al-Hamid, Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Khodr, Raif Badawi, Mohammad Al-Bajadi, Fadel Al-Manasef, Sulaiman Al-Rashudi, Omar Al-Saeed, was arbitrary and called for their immediate release.[footnoteRef:1] [1: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions2015AUV/Opinion 2015 38_SaudiArabia_Sheikh_al_Rashudi and et_final_AUV.pdf] 

 
Members of the Association for Civil and Political Rights (ACPRA) ten of whom have been detained including Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Hamid and Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Khodr, have been served heavy sentences and subjected to corporal punishment, solitary confinement and incommunicado detention. Their treatment is in clear violation of UNCAT and has been highlighted by UN Special Procedures[footnoteRef:2] and the WGAD.   [2:  https://spdb.ohchr.org/hrdb/28th/public_-_UA_Saudi_Arabia_03.10.14_(11.2014).pdf] 






Mohammed Al-Bajadi ACPRA member, co-founder of the Association for Civil and Political Rights (HSM) and former host of an on-line forum “The citizen and his rights” has been arrested several times for his calls against arbitrary detention and the use of torture. In 2011 he was arrested after he communicated with the UN on the case of Sultan Al-Daees, a Yemeni prisoner, whose death was suspected to have been caused by torture at the hands of state authorities. He is currently serving a four-year sentence handed down in 2015. 

He has gone on hunger strike on several occasions in protest against his ill treatment, including spending four months in solitary confinement in Al Ha’ir prison and isolation from the outside world. He came very close to death during one hunger strike and fears are expressed for his health and safety.[footnoteRef:3] His lawyer wrote to the Director of Al-Ha’ir prison but was denied access to his client. He was also denied access to his family.[footnoteRef:4] The use of incommunicado detention is commonplace against human rights defenders  and is used in an attempt to psychologically break them down.  [3:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/116]  [4:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/396] 



Solitary confinement
The use of solitary confinement as a form of torture is often used against human rights defenders. Suliaman Al-Rashudi, prominent human rights defender, lawyer and former judge and head of ACPRA was held in incommunicado detention and placed in solitary confinement for two months after his arrest on 12 December 2012 with no access to his family or a lawyer. [footnoteRef:5] He is currently serving a 15 year prison sentence at Al Ha’ir prison on charges including "breaking allegiance with the King,” alleged involvement in “forming a secret organization”.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/319]  [6:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/1168] 

 

Issa Marzog Al-Nukhaifi a community social activist who protested against government policy of displacing families from the Saudi-Yemeni borders for security measures without adequate compensation, was released on 06 April 2016 having served three years and eight months in prison. Reports indicate that he was tortured and placed in solitary confinement after he started a hunger strike to demand justice.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  http://www.icfr.info/ar/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A3%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%AE%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D8%B7/] 



There remain outstanding cases against him that may lead to further trials and sentences which are being used as a means of intimidating him and hindering his human rights work. 

Lack of investigations and impunity
Article 12 of UNCAT requires prompt and impartial investigations into allegations of torture. Despite cases of torture being brought to the attention of the authorities of Saudi Arabia through various channels including individual victims, human rights organizations and even UN bodies, these cases have not been investigated. The redress of victims of torture provided for in article 14 has similarly been ignored by Saudi authorities. 

Examples include imprisoned ACPRA activist Issa Al-Hamid, sentenced to a three-year prison term in 2013, who accused prison authorities of verbally abusing and subjecting him to frequent strip-searches, and of provoking and coercing other inmates to threaten and attack him.[footnoteRef:8] Waleed Abu Al-Khair, founder and director of Monitor of Human Rights in Saudi Arabia (MHRSA) was assaulted in Riyadh’s Al-Ha’ir Prison by another inmate, reportedly under instruction from the prison guards, after he complained to prison authorities about poor conditions, including corruption and inadequate food within the prison. He lodged a formal complaint about the assault, after which guards raided his prison cell, damaging some of his belongings. His wife human rights activist Samar Badawi has not been allowed to visit him.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  https://www.amnestyusa.org/sites/default/files/uaa03515.pdf]  [9:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/702] 


Denied medical assistance
Issa Al-Hamid, is detained at Mecca General Prison where he was denied medical assistance for a medical condition caused by torture and ill treatment. Since his arrest in September 2012 he has been kept in tight handcuffs and leg irons for hours at a time. He has also spent time in solitary confinement and been exposed to extreme temperatures. As a result he has significant problems with his blood circulation and is being denied the required treatment. Similarly Waleed Abu Al-Khair is being denied medical and dietary needs for his diabetes. In Beriman prison it has been reported that infectious diseases are epidemic amongst prisoners and proper medical attention is still denied to those suffering or at risk of such diseases. There are some prisoners with severe mental and psychiatric conditions who are being detained, instead of being treated in specialized institutions.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/594] 






Held in crowded prisons with convicted criminals
Human rights defenders and online activists are being detained together with convicted criminals in Beriman, Dhahban, Sha'ar, Al-Tarfiyah, Ulaysha and Al-Ha’ir prisons where they are subjected to inhumane conditions. The prisons are overcrowded and imprisoned human rights defenders complain of limited sleeping and living space, poor conditions of food, inadequate medical care, and other concerns of sanitation in the prison. Frequently, human rights defenders report that the release of prisoners is delayed too long after the expiration of their sentences due to lack of proper or timely administrative action.[footnoteRef:11] Many human rights defender face lengthy trials and are remanded in custody with convicted criminals in violation of UNCAT.[footnoteRef:12][footnoteRef:13] [11:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/594]  [12:  Article 11 UNCAT]  [13:  ICCPR, article 10, para. 2 (a); Principles on Detention or Imprisonment, principle 8; SMR, rules 8 (b) and 85 (1)] 

.
Use of legislation
Authorities use vague laws to target human rights defenders and provide a platform for torture.  The broad anti-terrorism legislation has been employed to crackdown on human rights defenders and resulted in an increase in the number of cases of torture and degrading treatment.  For example human rights Waleed Abu Al-Khair was sentenced under this legislation and the Anti Cyber Crimes Law 2013 to 15 years in prison and has been subjected to ill-treatment while in detention including being held in solitary confinement, deprived of necessary medical attention and detained with convicted criminals as outlined above. The same legislation was used against blogger and founding member of Al Adalah Center for Human Rights, Fadel Al-Manasef, who was is serving a 14 years prison sentence to be followed by a 15-year travel ban to commence on his release and was fined SAR 100,000  (approx. €19,300).[footnoteRef:14] [14:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/640] 


Use of flogging
The sentence of flogging violates Saudi Arabia’s international obligations and was deemed by the CAT to violate the UNCAT.[footnoteRef:15] Mukhlif Al-Shammari, a Saudi human rights defender was sentenced to 200 lashes after on-line postings promoting peace and mutual understanding between Sunni and Shia communities. In 2014 in a case that inspired worldwide outrage, human defender Raif Badawi was sentenced to 10 years in prison, 1000 lashes, a 10-year travel ban to start on expiration of his jail sentence.  [15:  Conclusions and recommendations of the Committee against Torture: Saudi Arabia. 06/12/2002. CAT/C/CR/28/5, paras. 4, 8, online: http://en.alkarama.org/documents/CAT.SAUDI.12JUN2002.ConcObs-EN.pdf] 





[bookmark: _GoBack]He is co- founder and editor of the website Liberal Saudi Network, an on-line forum created to foster political and social debate in Saudi Arabia. On 9 January 2015, he received 50 lashes in public.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/868] 


Harassment of women
Human rights defenders and women’s’ rights activists have been targeted for participating in the women’s driving campaign. Alia Fared was driving when she noticed that five security forces vehicles were pursuing her. Her car was seized for a week and she was made to sign a pledge not to drive again. Her treatment forms part of a systematic approach by Saudi authorities against activists of the women’s driving campaign. Many such activists have had their cars seized, been fined, been summoned for investigations, been detained for long hours in police stations and forced to sign pledges not to drive again.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  http://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/700] 


Conclusion 
The cases of many detained human rights defenders in Saudi Arabia who have been subjected to torture and ill treatment have been publicized yet still remain uninvestigated. Hundreds of other cases remain unreported due not only to the record of impunity to date but also fear of reprisals which could result in further targeting of human rights defenders who speak out. Such practice by authorities not only blatantly violates their international human rights obligations but also hinders peaceful human rights work and threatens civil society and the protection and promotion of human rights. 
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