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M.me Chairperson, distinguished Members of the Committee, Excellencies, Colleagues,
It is an honor to join you at the opening of the 34th Session. Your work remains critically instrumental to implement the Convention, especially Article 11, on the protection of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, and the development of the related and necessary General Comment.
The global riskscape is becoming increasingly unstable, with disasters projected to rise by 40% by 2030. This increase compounds longstanding inequalities and exposes over a billion persons with disabilities to disproportionate harm, reflected in injury and mortality rates up to four times higher than for persons without disabilities. Yet, this may be a significant underestimation, given the limited availability of disaggregated impact data, as it emerges from the Sendai Framework Monitor.
The urgency is stressed by the results and persistent gaps of a Global Survey we conducted in 2023:
· 84% had no personal preparedness plan.
· 17% could not evacuate independently even with early warning.
· 56% lacked access to disaster‑risk information.
· 86% were excluded from decision‑making.
These findings confirm a situation already reveled over 10 years by a similar survey, thus indicating a very limited progress.
The 2025 UNDRR–ATscale global study found that only 13% of users felt their devices met emergency needs; 9% experienced device failure; fewer than 1/3 could evacuate easily; and only 23% found emergency-provided assistive‑technology appropriate.
These gaps are systemic yet can be fixed. Let me give you an example:
A critical priority is inclusive multi hazards early warning systems. Their life-saving results are known. If they are designed with, and for, persons with diverse disabilities the social and economic gains would be significantly higher. Not to forget that disasters result in new disabilities.
Inclusive disaster risk management must integrate a wider spectrum of needs, and enable persons with disabilities to shape strategies, ensure investments, and monitor progress. That is why the General Comment on Art. 11 is critical, and it is important that it highlight and guide preventative investment and actions to reduce disaster risk before a hazard strikes, and not only in time of emergency when, for many, it may be already too late.
I would like to stress that disasters and disaster risk are an economic and social construct. By addressing vulnerability and exposure, which is indeed in our capacity to do, disaster risk can be reduced. Hence the importance of your Concluding Observations, leveraging the combined potential of art. 11 and many other articles of the Convention.
UNDRR, through OHCHR who I thank for their strong partnership, remains committed to support your work.

I thank you for your leadership and service.
