Addendum

to 

Additional information provided by the Government of Hungary 

in accordance with paragraph 23 of Concluding observations of the 

Human Rights Committee regarding the fifth periodic report of Hungary

Paragraph 18:
 

(ii) Main conclusions of the STEPPS programme with regard to the modalities and efficiency of identity checks by the police and the extent to which they particularly affect specific social groups.
 
Based on the results of the research (project) it can be stated that compared to the number of the population by far the most identity checks by the police are carried out in Hungary and that the likelihood of being subjected to ID checks is three times higher for a resident of Roma ethnic origin than for a non-Roma citizen. 
 
As a result of the evaluation, the following measures were taken.
 
In order to maintain the conflict-free cohabitation of local communities, continuous training on conflict management and mediation techniques has been launched for the members of the Police in the framework of the “Keeping peace in local communities” project (in line with the Police’s internal rules on the implementation of police actions in multicultural environment). Furthermore, in order to assist the execution of the police tasks, the Police developed a methodological guide mustering possible conflict management options by describing type-cases of conduct during police interventions and setting protocols to be followed. 
 
Moreover, special emphasis is put on the prohibition of discrimination, on the significance of bias-free police actions and on the objectivity during the orientation of the police personnel.  Simultaneously, romology trainings took place by which the police personnel gained an insight into the situation of Roma people, the peculiarities of their traditions and way of life that result differences. 
 
It has to be mentioned that in Hungary, an explicit and general legislative provision obliges the Police to the impartial fulfilment of their tasks (Article 13 paragraph 2 of Act XXXIV of 1994 on the Police).
 
 

(iii)             Number of complaints and decisions taken with regard to “antisocial conduct on account of another person’s real or perceived belonging to a national, ethnic, racial or religious group or certain group of the population.
 
According to the available data, 23 complaints were filed by persons of Roma ethnicity or by NGOs on this ground in 2013, out of which 2 were specifically related to discriminatory actions. In total, out of the 23 complaints 2 were withdrawn, 14 were rejected and 7 complaints are still pending.
