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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am very pleased to welcome you, on behalf of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to the eighteenth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

I have the pleasure to inform the Committee that  the former Member and past Chair of the CRPD, Ms. Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes, was appointed as the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Disability and Accessibility. I very warmly congratulate her on behalf of the Office and I am sure you will join us in wishing her every success in her new functions.  I am also very pleased to inform you that the Human Rights Council, during its 35th regular session held in July 2017, decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ms. Catalina Devandas, for three years. 

Distinguished members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

10th session of the Conference of States parties

Concerning the 10th session of the  Conference of States parties to the Convention that took place from 13 to 15 June 2017 at United Nations Headquarters in New York it focused on “The Second Decade of the CRPD: Inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the implementation of the Convention.”  The Committee was represented by its Chair Ms. Theresia Degener  and Mr. Danlami Basharu, Vice-Chair of the Committee.  The 10th session was a very useful opportunity to increase the visibility of the Committee, through different interventions by the Chair at the opening meeting and during the third day of the Conference, as well as through a side event organized by the Committee to disseminate the draft general comment on article 19 on the right to live independently and being included in the community. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The importance of restoring gender parity and an equitable geographical distribution in the Committee was referred to several times during the Conference,  including in two side events, one organised by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights that expressly focused on achieving gender parity. As a positive development in this regard, two States parties to the Convention have already submitted the candidacies of women with disabilities for the 2018 CRPD elections.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sustainable Development Goals and Indicators

In July, the 2017 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development held in New York following the adoption of General Assembly resolution 70/299, gave further guidance on follow-up to, and review of, the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals . It conducted an in depth review of a set of goals (1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 14) as well as of Sustainable Development Goal 17, which is reviewed annually. The overarching theme of all the sessions was “Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world”. The Forum included a three-day Ministerial Segment where 43 countries presented Voluntary National Reviews. Two countries, Panama and Luxembourg, among the 43 will be considered during this Committee‘s present session. 

In his summary regarding the Forum, the President of the Economic and Social Council highlighted that the lack of social inclusion and widening inequality remained significant challenges, both within and among countries, for achieving development. He mentioned that young, indigenous and older persons, as well as rural workers, persons with disabilities and persons affected by conflict were particularly vulnerable. He emphasized that gender equality and ending discrimination towards all vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities, older persons, indigenous peoples, young persons and lesbian, gay, bi, trans and intersex persons should be prioritized. He indicated that while progress had been made in a number of key areas, there still were populations and regions that were at risk of being left behind, including persons with disabilities. He indicated that participants in the Forum universally recognized the importance of working across sectors, including the private sector. Voluntary National Reviews  widely recognized that the collection of data was vital for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, building trust and accountability, but also constituted a key challenge. Defining targets and indicators, as well as ensuring capacity building and allocation of resources to the  disaggregated collection, analysis and dissemination of data needed to be prioritized.

On 6 July this year, the UN General Assembly adopted the Sustainable Development Goals indicators framework developed by the UN Statistical Commission which had been adopted earlier this year by ECOSOC.  On 17 July, the Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017 was launched by the United Nations in New York. The report, which includes many references to persons with disabilities, is available in English, French and Spanish and will soon be available in all six UN official languages. The report was launched in parallel with the release of updated data in the Global Sustainable Development Goals Indicators Database.  

Distinguished members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Treaty Bodies Chairs’ meeting 

The 29th annual meeting of Treaty Bodies Chairs, which this Committee’s Chair actively participated in, was held in New York from 26 to 30 June.   While I know the Committee will discuss in greater detail the meeting the following are the meeting’s key elements.  The Chairs: 
		
· Met with representatives of States parties, UN entities and agencies, National Human Rights Institutions and Non-Governmental Organisations to exchange views on ways to further enhance the effective functioning of the treaty body system;

· Took note of the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the treaty body system (A/71/118), including the request to the General Assembly to review the meeting time allocated to the treaty body system and to provide the necessary resources to support reporting, individual communications, field visits and other mandated activities; 

· Decided to continue working towards alignment of working methods in response to General Assembly resolution 68/268 on strengthening the treaty body system; 

· Reviewed the compliance by States parties with their reporting obligations to the treaty bodies; 

· Expressed support for an aligned approach to follow-up to concluding observations, decisions and Views; 

· Discussed a common approach by the treaty bodies to engaging with national human rights institutions; 

· Decided to remain engaged in the process leading up to the 2020 review of the treaty body system and to formulate proposals for discussion within their respective treaty bodies; 

· Recalled the encouragement by the General Assembly of an enhanced role for Treaty Body Chairs in relation to procedural matters, to foster coherence across the treaty bodies and align working methods; and 

· Reiterated their recommendation for all treaty bodies to use and, for those who have not yet done so, to endorse the Addis Ababa guidelines on the independence and impartiality of treaty body members and the San José guidelines against intimidation and reprisals. 


Dear colleagues and friends,

35th session of the Human Rights Council 

During its 35th regular session, held in July 2017, the Human Rights Council adopted several resolutions containing specific references to persons with disabilities. By way of example the resolution on human rights in cities and other human settlements reaffirmed the need to promote equitable, affordable and accessible sustainable basic physical and social infrastructure for all, without discrimination, including adequate housing,  safe drinking water and sanitation,  sustainable mobility, health care and family planning, education, and information and communications technologies, while ensuring that these services adhere to the human rights obligations of States and respond to the needs of, among others, older persons and persons with disabilities. The resolution encouraged the elimination of legal, institutional, socio-economic or physical barriers.

	In its resolution on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Council expressed its deep concern that persons with mental health conditions or psychosocial disabilities, in particular persons using mental health services, may be subject to, inter alia, widespread discrimination, stigma, prejudice, violence, social exclusion and segregation, unlawful or arbitrary institutionalization, overmedicalization and treatment practices that fail to respect their autonomy, will and preferences. The Council urged Member States to bring their laws, policies and practices, including their strategies towards the implementation of the health-related Sustainable Development Goals, into full compliance with their obligations under international human rights law, and to review and, where necessary, repeal those that are discriminatory.

The Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Danius Puras, in his report to the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/35/21) addressed the issue of mental health services and human rights.  He acknowledged that for decades, “mental health services have been governed by a reductionist biomedical paradigm that has contributed to the exclusion, neglect, coercion and abuse of people with intellectual, cognitive and psychosocial disabilities, persons with autism and those who deviate from prevailing cultural, social and political norms”. 

According to the Special Rapporteur, a growing research base has produced evidence indicating that the status quo, preoccupied with biomedical interventions, including psychotropic medications and non-consensual measures, is no longer defencible in the context of improving mental health. Organized efforts by civil society have been especially important, in particular movements led by users and former users of mental health services and organizations of persons with disabilities, in calling attention to the failures of traditional mental health services to meet their needs and secure their rights. They have developed alternative treatments and recrafted a new narrative for mental health.  The momentum sustained by civil society towards a paradigm shift has contributed to an evolving human rights framework in the area of mental health. The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2006 laid the foundation for that paradigm shift, with the aim of leaving behind the legacy of human rights violations in mental health services.

Mr. Puras makes several recommendations, including for States to (a) ensure that users are involved in the design, implementation, delivery and evaluation of mental health services, systems and policies; (b) stop directing resources to institutional care and redirect them to community-based services; (c) invest in psychosocial services, that are integrated into primary care and community services to empower users and respect their autonomy; (d) scale up investment in alternative mental health services and support models; and  (e) take targeted, concrete measures to radically reduce medical coercion and facilitate the move towards an end to all forced psychiatric treatment and confinement.

The Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing, Leilani Farha, decided that her forthcoming  report to the 72nd session of the General Assembly will focus on the right to adequate housing of persons with disabilities. Ms. Farhani aims to clarify the nature of State obligations to address systemic violations of the right to housing of persons with disabilities, and will apply a disability lens to particular dimensions of the right to housing, including security of tenure; the obligation to provide adequate alternative housing in the community; and meaningful engagement, and access to services including water, sanitation and support for community living. The Special Rapporteur hopes to provide a clear and coherent framework to assist in guiding Governments in the implementation of rights under articles 2 and 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and articles 19 and 28 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other obligations under international human rights law. 


Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
	 
	You have a busy session ahead of you involving the review of six States parties; the adoption of four lists of issues under the simplified reporting procedure; continuing work in the elaboration of the draft General Comment N° 5 on article 19: Living independently and being included in the community; a Day of General Discussion on the right of persons with disabilities to equality and non discrimination, and engaging in communications and inquiry procedures.  This is essential work.  We are pleased to work with such a committed Committee working vigourously for the cause of human rights and for those of persons with disabilities in particular.

I wish you a most successful session.
Thank you. 
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