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Dear Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am very pleased to open the nineteenth session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.  As I have only recently taken up my functions as Director of the Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division at OHCHR, I particularly value this opportunity to meet with you – even if only virtually.  I look forward to working closely with you and, of course, to meeting you all personally, the soonest possible. 
While I am new to this Division, I am certainly familiar with your work and the work of treaty bodies.  I have worked for many years at OHCHR and have seen the value and the impact of the work of treaty bodies in the field.  Prior to this position, I was the Chief of the Africa Branch of OHCHR. Before that, I worked in different positions in the Office, covering Dakar, Haiti, Democratic Republic of theCongo, and Angola. 
Throughout this experience, I witnessed on various occasions the dramatic consequences of enforced disappearances for families, relatives and communities at large.  Your work can have an important impact in addressing these consequences, giving hope to victims and families, encouraging remedies and, ultimately, helping to prevent enforced disappearance in the first place.
As Director of the Division, I am committed to ensuring high quality support to your work, even in the face of a very challenging financial situation.  I am equally committed to encouraging dialogue with members, and to promoting an effective treaty body system, connected to other human rights mechanisms and with impact on the ground.
Chairperson,
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons against Enforced Disappearance. This anniversary is taking place in a particularly challenging context, full of uncertainties, to which we all have had to adapt. 
Yet we should pause and recognize that much has been achieved thus far.  Importantly, the work of this Committee has already left its mark.  Through the urgent action procedure, you have helped find people subjected to enforced disappearance and given hope to many families in their effort to locate their loved ones.  The testimony of Ms. Noemy Barbosa at the opening of your 18th session provided a solid example of how significant your efforts have been.  
Through the periodic reporting and individual communications procedures, you have not only provided guidance to States but also contributed to the progressive development of international law, pushing the boundaries of international jurisprudence.  The Guiding Principles for the Search for Disappeared Persons are a tangible demonstration of your contribution to the development of practical tools to combat enforced disappearance.  
	Moreover, while you are the newest Committee, you have been solid contributors to the various processes to strengthen the treaty body system.  You have been quick to harmonize your working methods with other Committees and adopt key, shared guidelines on independence of members and on reprisals.  In the context of COVID-19, you have led other Committees by being the first Committee to hold an on-line session and to decide to hold an on-line dialogue with a State party.  You have continued your substantive work unabated, registering 77 new urgent actions since last May, bringing the total number of registered urgent actions to the impressive figure of 968. You have also undertaken a complex discussion on how to operationalize the additional information reporting procedure under article 29(4).
	These are impressive achievements.  Indeed, if anything is holding you back, it is the slow ratification of the Convention. In June this year, Oman submitted its instrument of ratification, bringing the number of States parties to 63.  I warmly welcome this new commitment to the combat against enforced disappearances.  
	You have a busy session ahead, made all the more challenging as it is virtual.  I would like to congratulate you for taking the decision to hold a dialogue with Iraq under the additional information procedure. I know that this decision was not easy in the current circumstances.  Yet it is so important for victims, their relatives, and for the authorities of the State party.  All await your support and recommendations. To have this dialogue online requires huge efforts and concessions, but it clearly demonstrates once again your high commitment and dedication to combat enforced disappearances.
Allow me to provide you with a brief update on the 2020 Review of the General Assembly’s 2 resolution 68/268 on treaty body strengthening.  Over the past months, the co-facilitators have held informal online consultations with States, Treaty Body experts and other stakeholders. They have also met with the High Commissioner for Human Rights and Member States to seek their contributions to the treaty body review. 
I am pleased to see that the co-facilitators have carried out the consultations in a transparent and inclusive way, as mandated by the President of the General Assembly.  In addition to the written contributions they sought from States and all stakeholders, including the Committees and experts – posted on the dedicated co-facilitators’ webpage of the Office, all rounds of informal consultations were webcast.  I am pleased to note that the meeting of treaty body Chairpersons made a comprehensive submission to the co-facilitators, including important issues for this Committee.  I hope that in speaking with one voice, the Chairs’ submission will help to amplify the views of treaty bodies in this process.  Their decision to continue the working group on COVID-19 should also help coordination across Committees and better lines of dialogue with States and other stakeholders.
The co-facilitators announced that they would make available a summary of their consultations held in private with the Chairs and with the High Commissioner. We all look forward to it.  More significantly, I look forward to an outcome of this process that leads to greater recognition of your work, in particular through allocation of sufficient human and financial resources.
Chairperson, members of the Committee,
Thank you again for your permanent and strong commitment to combatting enforced disappearances.  I would have much preferred to meet you in person today. I sincerely hope that we will do so soon, once the prevailing circumstances so permit. Please remember that you can count on my support. 
I extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session.

Thank you.
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