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Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I declare open and welcome you to the one hundred and nineteenth session of the Human Rights Committee. 
Before we welcome the new members, I would like to acknowledge our regret at the death of Sir Nigel Rodley, former member of this Committee. On behalf of my colleagues in all divisions of this office, Sir Nigel will be remembered as a towering figure in international human rights law and a terrible lose to the human rights community.  His passion inspired generations. We also regret the passing in December of another ex-member of this Committee, Mr. Nisuke Ando, whose twenty years of experience on the Committee contributed greatly to the development of its jurisprudence.
Allow me now to congratulate and warmly welcome the six new members to the Committee, all of whom come with a wealth of knowledge and experience: Ms. Abdo Rocholl, Mr. Heyns, Ms. Kehris, Mr. Koita, Ms. Kran, and Mr. Santos Pais. I wish all the new members success and professional satisfaction in their new positions.  My colleagues and I will do our utmost to ensure that you are fully supported throughout your term. 
You arrive at a crucial time in the history of the human rights program. This is a time when the very raison d’etre behind human rights is being challenged. A time when the interpretation of these rights, so carefully crafted by the international community, is being questioned. It is a time when war, mass displacement, and major economic and geopolitical upheavals have led to fear, anger, frustration and a kind of human rights fatigue. While one of the causes of these events is the failure to protect human rights, the quick and easy solution proffered by some, is to consider policies that may erode them. 

Members,

The work you do here can contribute to reinforcing basic human rights precepts: non-discrimination; equality; freedom of speech; prohibition of torture; right to life; and non-refoulement, to name but a few.  You are tasked with telling the true story about what states should be doing to fulfill their human rights obligations and how those rights should be interpreted. Any solutions to the world’s current woes must involve fulfilling these obligations. Your legal, apolitical and independent voice is your strength: the antidote to rhetoric.
How can we ensure your story goes beyond these walls and receives the attention it deserves? One way this might be achieved may be through better communication and visibility of your work. We can help you with this.
Given the rise of the social media in information exchange and our information overload, it is important that your messages are packaged in an accessible fashion. Ms. Nicoleta Panta, our new communications officer, is here to improve the visibility of your work.  She will continue the excellent work commenced by Ms. Liz Throssell. Ms. Panta is currently developing a communication plan for the treaty bodies, which she can share with you during the session. I encourage you to take advantage of her expertise, experience and enthusiasm in creating awareness of your work beyond the traditional media and meeting the new realities of how we communicate today.
The UN webcast will continue to make your work more visible at this session, and I am delighted to inform you that it will remain into 2018. Donor states expressed their satisfaction with the webcasting of these sessions in terms of quality and reliability. They were also impressed by the different use made of the webcast by a diversity of stakeholders, including States, NGOs, NIs, the UN and the media. It has been used for awareness raising and capacity building and live webcast screening have taken place at the national level. As we indicated at the last session, the webcast would have the facility to offer the six UN languages upon request. For example, at this session, the dialogue on Turkmenistan can be listened to on the webcast in English or Russian. Your own networks may be interested in following the Committee’s work through this webcast.
Another way of ensuring that your messages reach a larger audience is through our capacity building section of our branch. They assist in this endeavor by providing technical assistance to States including for the purpose of drafting their reports. Such assistance has recently contributed to the receipt or promise of reports from non-reporting states: an issue of ongoing concern to this Committee. As you have recently reinvigorated your procedure to examine states in the absence of a report, I invite you to rely on our capacity-building colleagues in the field for support. My colleagues in the capacity building section would be very interested in updating you on their activities.
Linking your work to the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals is another potential means of spreading your message on civil and political rights. Making a connection with the SDGs may have the dual effect of communicating your work to a wider audience and encouraging implementation of your concerns in a different forum. Some of these goals have a direct link with Covenant rights including goal 16, which refers to access to justice, and building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. In the letter I sent you last year, I identified key areas where treaty bodies could strengthen their links with the SDGs. For example, some treaty bodies have appointed a rapporteur or task force to consider its engagements with SDGs in greater depth. More information can be provided to you during the session on what other treaty bodies are doing in this regard. 
I hope these suggestions can inspire creative thinking on how to use your leverage to restore confidence in the human rights system.
Members,
Resourcing is a necessary part of any endeavor. Last year represented the second year of implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/268 on treaty body strengthening, which provided additional meeting time for the Committee. In August 2016, the Secretary-General issued his first biennial report on the status of this process, which showed that the measures taken allowed the treaty body system to address some of its most pressing challenges. The Secretary-General also concluded that further progress could be made by the treaty bodies in harmonizing their working methods. Later this year, the General Assembly will decide whether to grant additional resources for the amended meeting time in 2018-2019 based on the criteria of numbers of incoming reports and communications. If the additional resources are granted, the Committee will have an extra five weeks of meetings annually in the next biennium to deal with its significant backlog of communications. An additional five weeks a year of meeting time would be a challenging task for this Committee, the logistics of which you would wish to discuss internally. 
Members of the Committee,

Finally, allow me to express the appreciation of the Secretariat for the work of the outgoing Bureau of the Committee, led by the Chairperson Mr. Salvioli and supported by the three Vice-Chairs, Mr. Iwasawa, Mr. Seetulsingh and Ms. Seibert-Fohr, and the Rapporteur, Mr. Vardzelashvili, several of whom have sadly left the Committee. The efficient work of this Committee over the past two years was a product of a strong and cohesive bureau.
Distinguished Members of the Committee

Ladies and Gentlemen,
In conclusion, allow me to wish you, on behalf of the High Commissioner, a very successful and productive session.

OATH OF OFFICE

I would like to turn to Ms. Edelenbos, Chief of Section 4, to proceed with inviting new members to make their solemn declarations and item one of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations, the Election of the Chairperson and other officers of the Committee. Thank you. 

Ms. Edelenbos takes the floor

I move to item 2 of the provisional agenda the “Solemn declaration by the newly elected members of the Committee, in accordance with article 38 of the Covenant”

May I now call on the distinguished new members of the Committee to pronounce their solemn oath of office in accordance with rule 16 of the rules of procedure:

[the new members will have the text of rule 16 before them in E/F/S]
Ms. Abdo Rocholl, you have the floor (……..),

Mr. Heyns, you have the floor (………….), 

Ms. Kehris, you have the floor (………..),
Mr. Koita, you have the floor (……), 
Ms. Kran, you have the floor (……..),

Mr. Santos Pais, you have the floor (……….).
Thank you very much. I wish you the best of luck in the discharge of your important duties.

[Prior to moving to item 3 on the agenda we may need to suspend the meeting for a few minutes]

ELECTIONS

I would now like to move to item 3 on the agenda “Election of Chairperson and other officers of the Committee”

Distinguished members,

Are there any nominations from the floor for the office of Chairperson of the Committee?

OPTION 1 – a candidate is nominated:

Thank you …..

I see no further nominations from the floor. I therefore take it that ... is elected Chairperson of the Committee for the next two years by acclamation.
Mr./Ms.………, sincere congratulations on your election. May I now invite you to proceed to the podium and assume the Presidency.

[After … has taken the chair, he/she will solicit nominations for the three positions of Vice-Chairs, and the position of rapporteur]

OPTION 2 – no nominations:

I propose to suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for consultations 

OPTION 3 – two or more nominations:

a) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for the preparation of the electoral process (ballot box and ballot papers).

b) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes to allow for consultations among the members. 

OPTION 4 – no agreement after consultation

I would like to ask ……, one of the outgoing vice Chairs, to Chair the meeting ……until….

………………………………………………………………………
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