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		Report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its forty-fourth session
1.	The Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its forty-fourth session from 26 to 28 June 2019 in Geneva. Four members attended the session: Ms. Gladys Acosta Vargas, Ms. Nicole Ameline, Ms. Nahla Haidar El Addal, and Ms. Dalia Leinarte. 
2. 	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda, as set out in appendix I to the present report.
3.	The Working Group unanimously elected Ms. Acosta Vargas as Chair and Ms. Aruna Narain as Vice-Chair of the Working Group for a period of two years.
4. 	The Working Group decided to register one new communication concerning Denmark (No. 144/2019, non-refoulement) a case Rapporteur. It also appointed case Rapporteurs for all communications registered inter-sessionally.  
5. 	The Working Group examined the situation in relation to all communications where the follow-up dialogue is ongoing and decided on action to be taken. To harmonize the working methods of the Committee with those of the other treaty bodies, the Working Group decided to use a new format for follow-up reports, including by identifying assessment criteria. It decided to put the follow-up dialogue to a close with a finding of a partly satisfactory implementation of the recommendations contained in the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 22/2009 (L.C. v. Peru) in light of compensation equivalent to 210,255 Euro paid to the author of the communication. It also decided to put the follow-up dialogue to a close with a finding of an unsatisfactory implementation of the recommendations contained in the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 58/2013 (L.R. v. Moldova). The Working Group held a meeting with representatives of the Permanent Mission of Slovakia to the United Nations Office at Geneva to discuss follow-up to the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 66/2014 (D.S. v. Slovakia).       
[bookmark: _Hlk12612821]6.	The Working Group discussed seven draft recommendations: Two draft inadmissibility decisions in relation to communications Nos. 94/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement) and 136/2018 concerning Poland (legal standing); and five draft views finding violations in relation to communications  Nos. 86/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement); 87/2015 concerning Ukraine (failure to provide the author with effective consular assistance);  99/2016 concerning Bulgaria (domestic violence); 100/2106 concerning the Russian Federation (domestic violence); and 102/2016 concerning the Czech Republic (forced sterilisation of Roma women).. The Working Group adopted these recommendations by consensus and decided to refer them to the Committee for adoption.  
[bookmark: _Hlk12612929]7. 	The Working Group also referred for adoption to the Committee two decisions to discontinue the consideration of communications Nos. 84/2015 (O.D.A. v. Denmark) and 109/2018 (N.S. v. Denmark), as contact with the author had been lost in the first case and because the author had been issued a residence permit in the second case. 
8. 	Taking into account the priority to be given to cases with interim measures in place, the chronological order of registration, regional representation, and thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence, the Working Group discuss at its forty-fifth session seven draft recommendations in relation to communications Nos. 82/2015 (K.I.A. v. Denmark, non-refoulement); 104/2016 (N. Ciobanu v. Moldova, access to social benefits for mothers looking after their disabled children); 105/2016 (Promo Lex v. Moldova, domestic violence); 107/2016 (S.N. and E.R. v. North Macedonia; forced eviction of Roma women); 108/2016 (F.H.A. v. Denmark, non-refoulement); 110/2016 (L.A. v. North Macedonia, forced eviction of Roma women); and 126/2018 (A.J. et al. v. the United Kingdom, failure to provide protection against undercover police agents).
9. 	The Working Group notes that to date, 144 communications concerning 36 States parties have been registered, of which 48 are pending consideration and 28 are ready for adoption.    
10. 	The Working Group noted that, as a result of the efforts of its members and those of the Secretariat, an increasing number of communications are ready for adoption and that the number of decisions on communications adopted increased over the past years. In this regard, the Working Group remains preoccupied by the fact that the backlog of communications ready for adoption has not decreased. It appreciates the efforts undertaken by the Petitions and Inquiries Section of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare more than five draft recommendations for the upcoming two sessions of the Working Group. The Working Group stands ready to consider more communications per session, with a view to addressing the backlog, provided that adequate resources are allocated to the Petitions and Inquiries Section for the preparation of additional draft recommendations.      
11. 	The Working Group decided to continue its efforts to increase the visibility of the work of the Committee when recommendations contained in its views have been positively implemented, including by briefing States parties on its work under article 2 of the Optional Protocol, when required. The Petitions and Inquiries Section will further explore ways of cooperation on the matter with the OHCHR Media Section. Part of the Committee’s webpage should be dedicated to follow-up and best practices in relation to individual communications and recently adopted jurisprudence.  
12.	The Working Group acknowledged the resource constraints of the Petitions and Inquiries Section. It further decided to make optimal use of its meeting time. 
		Actions taken at the present session:
13.	The Working Group decided:
(a)	To refer, for adoption by the Committee seven recommendations: Two draft inadmissibility decisions in relation to communications Nos. 94/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement) and 136/2018 concerning Poland (legal standing); and five draft views finding violations in relation to communications  Nos. 86/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement); 87/2015 concerning Ukraine (failure to provide the author with effective consular assistance);  99/2016 concerning Bulgaria (domestic violence); 100/2106 concerning the Russian Federation (domestic violence); and 102/2016 concerning the Czech Republic (forced sterilisation of Roma women).
(b)	To refer for adoption by the Committee recommendations to discontinue the consideration of communications Nos. 84/2015 (O.D.A. v. Denmark) and 109/2018 (N.S. v. Denmark);
(c) 	To put an end to the follow-up dialogue with a finding of partly satisfactory implementation of the recommendation contained in the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 22/2009 (L.C. v. Peru), and with a finding of an unsatisfactory implementation of the recommendations contained in the views of the Committee in relation to communication No. 58/2013 (L.R. v. Moldova).	
(d) 	To use a new format for follow-up reports including assessment criteria, to be included in the working methods paper of the Committee.	
(e) To request the Secretariat to prepare seven draft recommendations for discussion at the forty-fifth session of the Working Group in relation to communications No. 82/2015 (K.I.A. v Denmark; non-refoulement); 104/2016 (N. Ciobanu v Moldova; access to social benefits for mothers looking after their disabled children); 105/2016 (Promo Lex v. Moldova, domestic violence); 107/2016 (S.N. and E.R. v. North Macedonia; forced eviction of Roma women); 108/2016 (F.H.A. v Denmark, non-refoulement); 110/2016 (L.A. v. North Macedonia, forced eviction of Roma women), and 126/2018 (A.J. et al. v the United Kingdom; failure to provide protection against undercover police officers).
(f)	To request the Secretariat to arrange meeting during the seventy-fourth session of the Committee with representatives of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Finland and Tanzania to the United Nations Office at Geneva to discuss individual communications, including follow-up to views.
(g)	To request the Secretariat to continuously update the list of pending and adopted cases on the OHCHR website.
14.	The Working Group decided to hold its forty-fifth session from 16 to 18 October 2019 in Geneva. 
Appendix I 
Agenda
		Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol
44th session (Geneva 26 to 28 June 2019)
Room XVI, Palais des Nations

1. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

2. Review of steps and activities undertaken since the last session

3. New communications registered and appointment of case rapporteurs

4. Update on communications (registered cases) 

5. Update on follow-up to Views 

6. Discussion on working methods

7. Adoption of draft recommendations

8. Adoption of the report concerning the forty-fourth session of the Working Group
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