BRIEFING FROM GLOBAL INITIATIVE 

TO END ALL CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN
ADDENDUM TO BRIEFING FOR THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN PRE-SESSION WORKING GROUP SUBMITTED IN JULY 2007 (JANUARY 2008)

UNITED KINGDOM
Since submitting information to the Committee in July 2007, we have learned that while corporal punishment of children is considered to be prohibited in penal institutions, there is no explicit prohibition in legislation. Furthermore, the Secure Training Centre (Amendment) Rules 2007 permit the infliction of physical pain (nose, rib and thumb “distractions”) in the name of restraint, including to maintain order and discipline – amounting potentially to corporal punishment. As at May 2007, there were 85 girls aged 14-17 detained in four secure training centres (STCs).

Girls are disproportionally subjected to restraint. According to one source, between November 2005 and October 2006, 41% of incidents of restraint were perpetrated on girls (a total of 1,245 incidents) who represent 34% of the STC population.

� The Howard League for Penal Reform (July 2007), Briefing for House of Lords Debate on the use of restraint in secure training centres, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.howardleague.org/fileadmin/howard_league/user/pdf/House_of_Lords_Debate_on_the_use_of_restraint_in_secure_training_centres.pdf" �http://www.howardleague.org/fileadmin/howard_league/user/pdf/House_of_Lords_Debate_on_the_use_of_restraint_in_secure_training_centres.pdf� 





