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UN Convention on Disability – two years in the Netherlands



UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
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In July 2016, the government of the Netherlands approved the UN Convention on Disability.
The UN Convention explains what the government must do 
to ensure that everyone can participate.
It deals with topics such as living and working.

This UN Convention ensures that people with disabilities can have a good life.
The government makes agreements about this. For example: with municipalities.
The Dutch Institute for Human Rights examines whether everyone keeps to the agreements.
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The Institute for Human Rights produces a report every year.
The report shows the status of the agreements.
This report is about the first two years of the UN Convention in the Netherlands.
The Institute contacted people with disabilities about this. 




What is going well?
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Netherlands Institute for Human Rights
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· It is getting easier for people with disabilities to participate in elections. The government is improving on this.
· Stores and businesses must treat people with disabilities equally.
This is recorded in the Equal Treatment Act.
· The government has set up a platform.
This platform includes people from municipalities, companies and organizations for and by people with disabilities.
This group thinks and talks about the government’s plans for the UN Convention on Disability.



						
						


What needs work?


[image: ]










[image: ]


General
Everyone must be able to participate in society.
Adjustments need to be made for people with disabilities.
The government makes agreements with municipalities and companies about this topic.
However, it is taking a long time before adjustments come through.
Some municipalities do not even have a plan yet.

The islands Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius are part of the Netherlands.
The islands are not required to work with the UN Convention.
The Institute of Human Rights does not approve of this.
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Equal before the law
People with disabilities have to be able to make their own decisions about their lives, at any time.
But sometimes someone else makes a decision for someone with a disability.
We call this curatorship, protective administration or mentorship. This has to change.
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Social support
Municipalities have to arrange care and support for people.
The range of care and support varies per municipality.
The municipal staff does not always know what the possibilities are.
People can move to another municipality.
In this case they must request a new wheelchair.

Health
There are waiting lists for people with a psychosocial disability.
They do not get the proper care and support on time.
As a result, their health problems can get worse.
They could lose their jobs.
Or encounter other problems.
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Education
If possible children with disabilities must be able to go to a regular school.
This is stated in the Appropriate Education Act.
Many children with a disability go to special education schools.

Employment opportunities
People with disabilities must be able to work for an employer.
The government has made plans about people with disabilities and labour.
These plans state that more people need jobs that are adapted to their limitations.
These plans have not yet succeeded.







Colophon 
This publication is a summary in understandable language of the report ‘UN Convention on Disability in the Netherlands 2018’ of the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights. 
This report can be found on www.mensenrechten.nl.

Netherlands Institute for Human Rights
Kleinesingel 1-3
Postbus 16001
3500 DA Utrecht
030 888 38 88
info@mensenrechten.nl
www.mensenrechten.nl
For questions you can contact us by e-mail or telephone us.
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