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I. Introduction
Haitian Bridge Alliance (HBA) is a Black-led, women-led, Haitian Kreyòl-speaking grassroots and community-based NGO that provides migrants and immigrants with humanitarian, legal, and social services, with a particular focus on Black immigrants, the Haitian community, women and girls, LGBTQIA+ individuals, survivors of torture and other human rights abuses, and also advocates for fair and humane immigration policies. HBA is headquartered in San Diego, California in the United States of America. 
HBA submits this report to call on Guatemala to review its bi-lateral and multilateral agreements on migration in consideration of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) and the relevant recommendations of this Committee, including general recommendations n° 30 (2005) on discrimination against non-citizens, n° 35 (2013)  on combating racist hate speech, and n° 36 (2020) on preventing and combatting racial profiling by law enforcement officials.
II. Comment on the State Party’s Report and its Implementation of ICERD
The Committee expressed interest in “actions taken to ensure that the State Party’s bilateral and multilateral agreements on migration are in full compliance with the Convention and relevant international obligations and standards,” but the State Party’s report makes no mention of its agreements with the United States of America.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), List of Themes in relation to the combined eighteenth to twentieth periodic reports of Guatemala, UN Doc. CERD/C/GTM/Q/18-20 (Mar. 5, 2025), at ¶ 24; Guatemala State Party’s Report, Combined eighteenth to twentieth periodic reports submitted by Guatemala under article 9 of the Convention, due in 2022, UN Doc. CERD/C/GTM/18-20 (Mar. 22, 2022).] 

HBA serves people who may be subject to agreements such as those announced in February, June, and October of this year.[endnoteRef:2] As HBA and others have reported to this Committee and others, the United States’s prevention-through-deterrence migration strategy, including regional and global externalization enacted through bilateral and multilateral agreements, leads to ongoing human rights violations disparately impacting people protected by ICERD.[endnoteRef:3]  [2:  See, e.g., Lee, Matthew, “Guatemala gives Rubio a second deportation deal for migrants being sent home from the US,” Associated Press (Feb. 5, 2025), https://apnews.com/article/rubio-guatemala-trump-immigration-migrants-3cae5b616e1535e480e4f68c2641868c (describing Guatemala agreeing to a 40% increase in the number of deportees from the U.S., including third-country deportees); Gerstein, Josh & Cheney, Kyle, Trump admin’s basis for deporting Guatemalan kids ‘crumbled like a house of cards,’ judge rules, Politico (Sep. 18, 2025), https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/18/guatemalan-children-deportation-ruling-00570828; Santana, Rebecca & Sherman, Cristopher, US signs agreements with Guatemala and Honduras to take asylum-seekers, Noem says, Associated Press (Jun. 26, 2025), available at https://thehill.com/homenews/ap/ap-international/ap-us-signs-agreements-with-guatemala-and-honduras-to-take-asylum-seekers-noem-says/; Reuters, Guatemala receives first flights from US with third-country migrants, Reuters (Oct. 10, 2025), https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/guatemala-receives-first-flight-us-with-third-country-migrants-2025-10-11/. ]  [3:  Haitian Bridge Alliance et. al, Treatment of Foreign Nationals, including Refugees and Asylum-seekers, Disparately Impacting Black People and other Peoples Protected by the Covenant and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Sep. 2023), available at https://ccrjustice.org/sites/default/files/attach/2023/09/HBA-Coalition%20Report_ICCPR_U.S.A_2023.pdf;  Haitian Bridge Alliance et al., Anti-Black discrimination against non-citizens and ongoing violations of international protections for migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers of African descent:  Shadow Report to the CERD 107th Session (Jul. 2022), available at https://rfkhr.imgix.net/asset/US-Coalition_anti-Black-Discrimination-in-Immigration__CERD-Report_072222.pdf. ] 

State Parties have a duty to ensure that their agreements comply with the Convention and relevant international obligations and standards.[endnoteRef:4] If Guatemala’s agreements are not compelled or coerced in violation of the State Party’s and its peoples’ right to self-determination. then Guatemala must comply with its own obligations under the Convention, and its bilateral agreements must not perpetuate human rights violations.  [4:  See International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), ; CERD, Situation of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees of Haitian origin in the Americas region (Apr. 28, 2023), available at https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCERD%2FSWA%2F9755&Lang=en.       ] 

III. Recommendations to the Committee
HBA recommends that the Committee take the following steps:
1. Take all appropriate measures to ensure that Guatemala review its recent bilateral agreements on migration with the United States and other States for compliance with its duties under ICERD and relevant international obligations and standards;
2. Issue an Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedure (EWUAP) statement to all States on urgent risk of perpetuating ongoing human rights violations through bi-lateral agreements on migration that violate ICERD and relevant international obligations and standards; and
3. Urge Guatemala and all state parties to maintain migration and migration-enforcement data according to race and national origin, as recommended by the Permanent Forum on People of African Descent.
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