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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF A CHILD 
INTRODUCTION STATEMENT ON ZAMBIA’S INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE SESSION, DELIVERED BY, HON. MULAMBO HAIMBE, MP, MINISTER OF JUSTICE, AT THE 90TH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, HELD IN GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, ON 23RD MAY, 2022. 


THE CHAIRPERSON,
COMMITTEE MEMBERS,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
GOOD AFTERNOON
I WISH TO CONVEY GREETINGS FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA, MR. HAKAINDE HICHILEMA. 
AS YOU MAY BE AWARE, ZAMBIA HELD PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN AUGUST 2021 WHICH RESULTED IN THE ELECTION OF OUR PRESIDENT MR. HAKAINDE HICHILEMA AND HIS ADMINISTRATION. 
AS A NATION, WE HAVE ADOPTED AND CALLED THIS ADMINISTRATION THE NEW DAWN GOVERNMENT AS A SYMBOL OF OUR RENEWED TRUST IN THE LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS OF ZAMBIA. THIS EXPRESSION IS CAST IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA, AS A REFLECTION AND PLEDGE OF OUR VIGOROUS EFFORTS FOR REFORMATION, AND A RENEWED SENSE OF HOPE TOWARDS ATTAINMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 
CHAIRPERSON
MAY I EXPRESS GRATITUDE, ON BEHALF OF MY DELEGATION AND THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE, FOR THE OPPORTUNITY GIVEN, TO HAVE AN INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE WITH YOUR COMMITTEE AND FOR ALLOWING ZAMBIA TO OPT FOR THE SIMPLIFIED REPORTING PROCEDURE USING THE LIST OF ISSUES PRIOR TO REPORTING. 
THIS IS IN RELATION TO THE COMBINED FIFTH TO SEVENTH STATE PARTY PERIODIC REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. 
IN ADDITION, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE COMMITTEE FOR ACCEPTING OUR REQUEST TO RESCHEDULE FROM 10TH AND 11TH MAY TO 23RD AND 24TH MAY, 2022. THIS WAS AFTER AS WE ENCOUNTERED A CHALLENGE WHICH WAS BEYOND OUR CONTROL. WE ARE EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THIS CONSIDERATION.
OUR GRATITUDE ALSO GOES TO THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS FOR THE CONTINUED COORDINATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TREATY OBLIGATIONS WORLD-WIDE. FURTHERMORE, I EARNESTLY COMMEND THE SECRETARIAT FOR ENSURING THAT THIS 90TH SESSION OF COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF A CHILD IS A SUCCESS. YOUR TIRELESS COMMITMENT TOWARDS THE EFFICIENT OPERATION OF THIS DIALOGUE IS OUTSTANDING.
CHAIRPERSON
I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE VARIOUS UNITED NATIONS BODIES, WHICH HAVE COMPLEMENTED ZAMBIA’S EFFORTS IN IMPLEMENTING THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD BY PROVIDING APPROPRIATE SUPPORT WITHIN THEIR AREAS OF MANDATE. 
THE CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS HAVE ALSO BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. THE ALTERNATIVE REPORTS SUBMITTED BY THEM TO THIS COMMITTEE HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY ADDED VALUE TO THE REPORTING PROCESS. 

FURTHER, I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE VOICE OF THE CHILDREN EXPRESSED THROUGH THEIR INPUT SUBMITTED TO THIS COMMITTEE. 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA REMAINS COMMITTED TO THE PROTECTION AND PROMOTION OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AND TO ENSURE FULL AND EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THESE RIGHTS BY ALL CHILDREN.
CHAIRPERSON
THE PREPARATION OF THE COMBINED FIFTH TO SEVENTH STATE PARTY PERIODIC REPORT, WHICH WAS DONE IN A CONSULTATIVE MANNER, PROVIDED THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO FURTHER REVIEW THE LEGISLATIVE, JUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS WITH A VIEW TO PLACING APPROPRIATE INTERVENTIONS IN LINE WITH THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF A CHILD. 
THE REPORT, WHICH IS NOW BEFORE THIS COMMITTEE IS A FACTUAL AND CORRECT REPRESENTATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CHILD RIGHTS IN ZAMBIA. 
I WISH TO STATE BEFOREHAND THAT MY STATEMENT TODAY IS AN EARNEST DECLARATION OF ZAMBIA’S COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENTING THE CONVENTION AND ENSURING COMPLIANCE. 
CHAIRPERSON AND ESTEEMED MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
I WISH TO HIGHLIGHT SOME OF THE KEY DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAVE OCCURRED SINCE ZAMBIA SUBMITTED ITS STATE PARTY REPORT: 
FIRSTLY, WITH RESPECT TO THE ISSUE REGARDING THE ADOPTION OR REFORM OF LAWS, I AM PLEASED TO INFORM THE COMMITTEE THAT ZAMBIA HAS INITIATED THE PROCESS OF CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW, WHICH AMONG OTHER THINGS, WILL FOCUS ON DEVELOPING THE MOST EFFECTIVE APPROACHES TOWARD CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM AND AN ENHANCED BILL OF RIGHTS. I WISH TO STATE THAT THE ENHANCED BILL OF RIGHTS WILL EFFECTIVELY INCORPORATE THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN.
SECONDLY, ZAMBIA LAUNCHED THE EIGHTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN. THIS PLAN INCORPORATES THE GLOBALLY ACCEPTED SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND TO A LARGE EXTENT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT OBLIGATIONS SET OUT UNDER THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF A CHILD.  THE IMPLEMENTATION AND REPORTING ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ARE COORDINATED THROUGH INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES USING THE MODEL OF CLUSTER GROUPS, MADE UP OF STATE AND NON-STATE ACTORS. 
THE THEMATIC AREAS ARE, AMONG OTHERS, THE HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE GOOD GOVERNANCE ENVIRONMENT PILLARS, WHICH ARE THE STRATEGIC AREAS FOR ADDRESSING CHILD RIGHTS, WITH KEY FOCUS ON THE SOCIAL SECTOR, RULE OF LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION AND CONSTITUTIONALISM. 
THIRDLY, THE CHILD CODE BILL, 2022 HAS NOW BEEN APPROVED AT INTERNAL AND CABINET LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE. IT AWAITS PRESENTATION TO THE FULL CABINET FOR CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL BEFORE SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENT. 
IT IS OUR INTENTION TO HAVE THE BILL TABLED BEFORE PARLIAMENT DURING ITS SITTING NEXT MONTH JUNE, 2022. ALL THINGS BEING IN ORDER, THE CHILD CODE BILL COULD BE IN FORCE AND ASSENTED TO BY SEPTEMBER, 2022. 
THE FOURTH DEVELOPMENT IS THE ENACTMENT OF THE SOCIAL WORKERS ASSOCIATION OF ZAMBIA ACT, 2022 WHICH AIMS TO REGULATE AND PROMOTE PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE IN ZAMBIA, CRITICAL FOR THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN.
THE FIFTH DEVELOPMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE COORDINATION LAND DIVISION OF MANDATES RELATED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION, I WISH TO REPORT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN REALIGNED TO THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICES, THROUGH GAZETTE NOTICE NO. 1123 OF 2021. THIS HAS ENHANCED THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2015 NATIONAL CHILD POLICY AND THE NATIONAL ACTION PLAN. THIS WILL ENHANCE COMPREHENSIVE POLICY, STRATEGY AND COORDINATION IN LINE WITH ARTICLE 4 OF THE CONVENTION. 
ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT IS THE INTRODUCTION OF FREE EDUCATION FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL. TO SUPPORT THIS, GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY RECRUITING 30,000 TEACHERS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. THE SCHOOL GRANT IS NOW EXPANDED BOTH IN TERMS OF AMOUNT AND REACH, COVERING PUBLIC, COMMUNITY, AND GRANT-AIDED SCHOOLS.  THE COMPENSATORY GRANTS TO SCHOOLS COVER SCHOOL COSTS SUCH AS UNIFORM, SHOES, MENSTRUAL HYGIENE SUPPLIES FOR GIRLS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 
THROUGH THE ROLLOUT OF THE FREE EDUCATION POLICY, THERE HAS BEEN ABOUT 300 PERCENT INCREASE IN THE DISBURSEMENT OF SCHOOL GRANTS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS FOR QUARTER 1 OF 2022. THIS HAS LED TO INCREASED ENROLMENT AND SCHOOL RETENTION RATES.

THE FREE EDUCATION POLICY IS AIMED AT ENSURING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION IS FREE, WITHOUT HIDDEN COSTS. THIS POLICY IS ALSO IS IN LINE WITH THE CRC PRINCIPLE ON NON-DISCRIMINATION WHICH IS ALSO PREMISED WITHIN OUR CONSTITUTION UNDER ARTICLE 8(d) ON NATIONAL VALUES, PRINCIPLES AND ECONOMIC POLICIES ON HUMAN DIGNITY, EQUITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY.  

FINALLY, GOVERNMENT IS FURTHER RECRUITING MORE THAN 11,000 HEALTH WORKERS. THIS COMMITMENT IS AN EFFORT TOWARDS ENSURING ADEQUACY OF THE HEALTH WORKFORCE AIMED AT A SUSTAINED COMMITMENT TO REALISING UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE. THE STATE PARTY HAS PLACED EMPHASIS ON FISCAL DECENTRALIZATION TO SUB-DISTRICT LEVELS THROUGH CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND (CDF) BY OVER 1500%, THEREBY TAKING DEVELOPMENT CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE.  THIS WILL ENSURE ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTH SERVICES AND PERSONNELL, PARTICULARLY IN RURAL AREAS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE 24 OF THE CONVENTION. 
CHAIRPERSON
DESPITE THE PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTED THIS HAS NOT BEEN WITHOUT CHALLENGES. SOME OF THESE CHALLENGES INCLUDE:
I. LIMITED INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE EDUCATION AND HEALTH SECTOR;
II. LIMITED FISCAL SPACE FOR IMPLEMENTATION;
III. INADEQUATE HUMAN RESOURCE, IN HEALTH, EDUCATION AND THE SOCIAL PROTECTION SECTORS HAMPERING SERVICE PROVISION; AND 
IV.  HIGH CHILD POVERTY LEVELS.
CHAIRPERSON
AS I CONCLUDE I WISH TO PLEDGE OUR COMMITMENT TOWARDS COMPLIANCE WITH OUR INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND TO WORK TOWARDS A MORE EFFECTIVE APPROACH IN OUR SUBMISSION OF PERIODIC REPORT IN ORDER TO PREVENT LAPSES OF TIME.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION!










