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1.  Executive Summary:
1. The current report, submitted by the independent cultural and artistic coalitions, organizations, and personnel, to your Esteemed Committee, highlights the wide systematic attacks and violations that were committed against the Palestinian cultural sector.  The attacks were committed by the Israeli colonialism Apartheid regime, the State of Palestine, and the Status Quo Government in the Gaza Strip. Additionally, the report highlights the shrinking cultural and civic space in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). The report features a highly significant recommendation that has been put forth to your committee. These recommendations aim to enhance the depth of the constructive dialogue that the committee will engage in, with the state party (State of Palestine- SoP)). The objective is to ensure the effective implementation of the Covenant's articles, with a particular focus on cultural rights. Furthermore, the report suggests including concluding remarks that underscore the SoP's dedication to fulfilling its commitments to safeguarding and upholding cultural rights. The recommendations become more significant once considering that cultural rights have witnessed a wide escalation of violations since the year 2022. The Coalition of Cultural Organizations views with deep concern ignoring the profound violations that the cultural sector faced, with the report of the SoP and within the list of issues presented by your esteemed committee to the state party. These issues were ignored although they were included in the report of the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in Israel that the United Nations Human Rights Council formed, especially the report published in the year 2023 (A/HRC/53/22). The report states that: “The rights of civil society members are being violated by all entities in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, UN Commission of Inquiry says; Israeli Government restrictions intrinsically linked to occupation”. The same issues were noted by Commissioner Mr. Miloon Kothari who said: “We are very concerned regarding the restrictions imposed on the right to cultural life and cultural expression that we detailed in our report. We are concerned regarding the statements given by the Israeli politicians who called for abolishing the elements of the Palestinians' culture and identity”. The report concluded that the measures taken by the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to narrow the space for freedom of opinion within the cultural field, affect artists, and art activists, and stand as a violation of cultural rights”. 
2. The conclusions of the report, issued by the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, included in the report presented to your committee, highlighted shrinking the civic-cultural space in the OPT. Both the State of Palestine and the Status Quo Government in the Gaza Strip practice shrinking the civic-cultural space, through the issued laws and legislation that targeted the Palestinian civil society organizations, their activities, and the resources of fund of these organizations.  Additionally, the conclusions of the report, highlighted the impact of banning general elections and banning forming a Legislative Council, on realizing the rights endorsed within the Covenant, including the cultural rights. The conclusions included mentioning the profound systematic violations committed against the cultural organization in the OPT. The violations included dangerous physical assaults as well as threatening, incitement, and promoting hate speech online and through social media platforms in response to some art and cultural activities initiated by these organizations. All these violations took place in the absence of any kind of legal protection provided by the law enforcement bodies and the official Palestinian institutions. There has been no kind of accountability for the perpetrators and the victims are denied justice. 
3. The report of The Independent International Commission of Inquiry highlighted the assaults and attacks that the cultural activists and artists were subject to in the OPT. The attacks and assaults are detailed in the current report. The report includes detailed information about the systematic attacks, conducted by groups of persons who reject the idea of sexual rights, against some independent Palestinian organizations, cultural activists, and artists. The attacks took several forms including brutal physical attacks, attacking the premises of the targeted organizations, threats, incitement, and thousands of hate posts through social media against the cultural institutions, cultural activists, and artists. The police did not initiate in protecting the attacked although the police forces were in presence more than one time when the attacks happened. The SoP did not fulfill its commitments, to protecting cultural rights and freedom of opinion and creativity, according to the Covenant, though it acceded to it, without reservations, and the Covenant stresses protecting these rights. 
4. The Coalition of the cultural sector organizations and several cultural ad artist personnel active in the OPT, urge your esteemed committee to see (seriously and in priority) the recommendations stated in the current report. We wish that our raised concerns would be discussed with the delegation of the SoP and within the concluding remarks that would be presented following the completion of the discussion.  
2. Introduction and Methodology: 
5. The present parallel report, submitted by the Independent cultural coalitions, organizations, cultural personnel, and artists engaged in the Palestinian cultural sector (hereafter referred to as the "Partners"), concerning the cultural rights outlined in Article 15 of the ICESCR, draws upon the initial report submitted by the SoP following the provisions of Articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant. The state party report was due in 2016 and the Committee received it on November 16, 2020 (E/C.12/PSE/1) and built also on the list of issues presented by your committee to the state party on November 16, 2021 (E/C.12/PSE/Q/1). It is built also on the response of the SoP to the list of issues regarding its first initial report (E/C.12/GC/21). The report sees also comment number 21 issued by your committee on November 9, 2009, regarding Article 15 related to cultural rights (E/C.12/GC/21).  The report is based also on the findings of the United Nations Committees of Inquiry and Committees of fact-findings in the Opt. Furthermore, the violations against the cultural rights that were documented by the Partner organizations, were revised for the sake of preparing the report. The report does not reflect the actual violations committed against the cultural, sector by the Occupation State (referred to in the report as Israel, the Zionist Colonial state, and the Apartheid Regime) and the violations committed by the SoP. The report includes a group of intensive and centered recommendations that would contribute to enhancing the constructive dialogue and discussion between the Committee and the state party to fulfill its commitments under the mandate of the Covenant, including protecting cultural rights. 
6. The partners urge your committee to see the wide context of the prolonged Israeli Zionist Colonial Occupation that is based on utilizing force to annex the Palestinian land. Additionally, to see the Apartheid regime that seeks to divide Palestinians into groups: (West Bank, Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, Diaspora, and Palestinians inside 1948 territory), which stands as a crime against humanity in accordance with International Criminal Law. The partners invite the committee to see the Israeli denial of the Nakba that Palestinians passed through, as well as denying the uprooting of Palestinians and plundering of Palestinians' natural resources as well as obliteration of the Palestinians' national and cultural identity. Israel is denying Palestinians the right to self-determination, which is an inalienable right according to International Law and should be respected for all. The practices of the occupation represent an ongoing crime under the International Criminal Law and are not subject to statute of limitations.  The Partners refer you to the conclusion remarks expressed by your committee to the state party (Israel) regarding the inapplicability of the Covenant’s articles on the OPT that is under the control of Israel. Israel does not apply the Covenant to the Palestinian Territory under its control in violations of the constant rules of International Law and the reports developed by the Treaties’ Commissions and the Special UN Rapporteurs and the Secretary-General and the United Nations Commission and the advisory opinion of the International Justice Court-Hague (2004). Additionally, Israel denies the applicability of the other Core Human Rights Conventions and treaties, on the OPT. The denial of Palestinians' rights in the reports submitted by the state party for the Covenant and other conventions and treaties to which it had acceded, serves in itself, another indication of the nature of the colonial and apartheid regime of Israel, according to the international conventions and treaties to eliminate apartheid. Apartheid is a crime that requires punishment according to the International Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. Additionally, it is criminalized according to the Statute of the International Criminal Court. The Partners urge your committee to address Israel “as a State of Zionist Colonialism and Apartheid Regime”, within the concluding remarks on its report and within the concluding remarks on the reports of the SoP to deliver a clear message that accords with the position of your committee and other international committees. The requested message should be according to the positions of the International Committees of Inquiry and Fact-Finding Committees, that escaping punishment would not last forever. The Partners recommend your committee to see the destructive impact of the Israeli Colonial and Apartheid Regime, on the Palestinians' cultural heritage and national identity. The Palestinian identity is subject to an attempt of abolishing through the various practices and policies of the occupation, as it was stated in the report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry and the Partners demand your committee to include these issues within its concluding remarks. 
7.  Gaza Strip, which is no more than 360 km2 and inhabited by approximately 2 million persons (most of whom are refugees), is subject to restricted siege and slow death systematic policy imposed by the occupation for over 16 years, in a kind of collective punishment that violates the International Law. The sieged Gaza Strip had been subject to more than 15 Israeli military aggressions using air force and other heavy weapons. The year 2023 alone, witnessed 3 attacks. The result was the killing of thousands of Palestinians including women and children as well as thousands of injured persons and hundreds of persons who were caused disability. The attacks of Israel resulted in the mass destruction of the infrastructure that affected the various sectors, including the cultural sector, which was physically harmed. The Israeli aggressions stand as war crimes and crimes against humanity, according to the International Criminal Law. Several international reports and the reports of UN commissions affirmed that the seizing Gaza Strip is not appropriate for human beings living and emphasized the necessity to lift the siege imposed on the Gaza Strip by the Israeli occupation, taking into consideration that such a siege violates the International Law itself. The internal Political division between Palestinians increased the suffering of people and caused the destruction of the entire human rights set in the Gaza Strip and increased the percentages of unemployment and poverty and loss of hope of the possibility for a decent life by the residents of the Gaza Strip. 
8.   The partners urge your committee to give special attention to the dire situation of the economic, social, and cultural rights in the Gaza Strip and the impact of such a situation on the cultural sector (physically and non-physically). Additionally, your committee is invited to see the impact of Israeli practices on the cultural institutions active in the Gaza Strip. The Partners invite your esteemed committee to highlight the Apartheid Regime that Israel applies against Palestinians. The Partners demand your committee to request the SoP to provide detailed information and classified statistics about the economic, social, and cultural rights in the Gaza Strip. Additionally, to urge the SoP to highlight the invested efforts, including assigning budgets, to enable the residents of the Gaza Strip to enjoy the rights endorsed within the Covenant. Furthermore, to ask the SoP to present the efforts invested to protect and empower the cultural sector and institutions in the Gaza Strip, as well as highlight the progress made on the legislative, institutional, and practical levels regarding maintaining the cultural sector in the Gaza Strip. 

3. The Position of the Covenant within the Palestinian Legal Framework:
9.  The ICESCR hadn’t been published in the Official Gazette yet, though the SoP acceded to it in early April 2014. The SoP published the Convention to Eliminate all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), to which it had exceeded, in the Official Gazette but hadn’t published the Covenant yet. CERD was published in the official gazette according to the decree-law (14/ 2021) that was published in the official gazette on 26/5/2021. The Convention of Child Rights (CRC) was also published in the official gazette according to the decree-law (25/ 2021) that was published in the official gazette on 27/7/2021. Other conventions, to which the SoP had acceded, were also published in the official gazette. It is unjustified that the Covenant had not been published till now and it means that the rights endorsed in it, including the rights under Article 15 (cultural rights), are not obligatory to the SoP though it had acceded to the Covenant 9 years ago. Moreover, the SoP had not yet acceded to the optional protocol annexed to the Covenant. Your committee asked the state party (in item 1 of the List of Issues) to “explain the position of the Covenant within the local legal set and explain the legal effect of the Constitutional Court two Resolution: (4/ 2017) dated 19/11/2017 and Resolution (5/ 2017), dated 12/3/2018.  Additionally, asked the state party to present proof of referring to the Articles of the Covenant in front of the courts in the West Bank and Gaza Strip or proofs that these courts ruled to apply the Articles of the Covenant”. The state party replied to your committee in items 4 and 5 that the conclusion of the Constitutional Court about the necessity to respect the national, religious, and cultural identity of Palestinians, does not stand as a restriction on abiding with the Articles of the Covenant or its supremacy over national legal set. According to the response of the state party, the resolutions of the Constitutional Court mean that the issue is left to the national judiciary system to decide regarding the Articles of the Covenant and that the international conventions and treaties were referred to in front of the national courts.  The Partners affirm here that the restrictions imposed by the Constitutional Court hallows the international conventions, including the Covenant, from their contents. Such act violates the Palestinian Basic Law and the Constitutional Court Law (3/ 2006), which does not authorize the Court for such a role.  No judiciary decision had been issued by any Palestinian court based on the rules and Articles of the Covenant. Additionally, there is no any judiciary decision that rules to protect the cultural rights and the freedom of cultural activities, or the cultural activists, that witnessed profound violations, especially during the Summer of 2022. The Partners ask your committee to demand the SoP to start, immediately, revising the rulings of the Constitutional Court regarding implementing the state party’s commitments under the international conventions and treaties. Additionally, to ask the state party to present the judiciary rulings to protect the cultural rights and maintain the freedom of those working in the cultural activities, based on the Articles of the Covenant as well as presenting the measures taken to implement the Covenant on ground. The Partners urge your committee to demand the state party to publish the Covenant in the official gazette and highlight the mechanisms and procedures taken to ensure its effective implementation. 

4. The Apartheid Regime Affects the Cultural Sector:
10. The Palestinian Cultural Heritage (both tangible and intangible), is subject to wide systematic violations by the Israeli authorities and the militias of the Israeli settlers. Such violations threaten the Palestinian archeological sites, cultural institutions, and Palestinian civilians themselves. UNESCO included four Palestinian localities on the World Heritage List: Hebron/ Al-Khalil Old Town (2017), Bethlehem, Birthplace of Jesus: Church of Nativity and Pilgrimage Route (2012), and Battir: Palestine the Land of Olives and Vines, the Cultural Landscape of Southern Jerusalem (2014), where these sites were listed under the name of Palestine. Additionally, based on the nomination of the Jordanian Kingdom, the Old City of Jerusalem and its walls were on the List of UNESCO for World Heritage Sites (1981). These sites are classified as world heritage sites that are at risk due to the practices and policies of Israel. The Old City of Hebron is subject to a wide range of systematic violations and Apartheid practices by Israel. The illegal Israeli settlement threatens the Old City and threatens its heritage and culture. Israel is dividing the Ibrahim Mosque, Spatial and Temporal, as well as disfiguring the Old City and banning geographical cohesion between its quarters as well as sieging and isolating it. The Israeli authorities ordered the closing of several shops in the Old City, which affected some handcrafts and cultural products that are connected with the Old City and the archeological sites. The Israeli Authorities banned the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee from maintaining and renovating the heritage sites where many obstacles are imposed on the Committee. Some buildings are demolished to build Israeli illegal settlements as well as steal the stones (and other heritage contents) of the Palestinian buildings while building using materials that are not appropriate for international heritage or archeological sites. In the Old City, there are streets (mainly Shuhada Street) that are solely for the use of Israeli settlers while Palestinians are denied the right to pass through them to access their houses, work sites, or schools. Thus, Palestinians have to take longer and exhausting alternative roads. In some cases, Palestinians pass through the roofs of the adjacent houses, as alternative roads, to reach their destinies, as a result of denying them the right to pass through some streets in the Old City. The policy of the occupation pushed many residents of Shuhada Street to evacuate their houses and leave. On a related level, Jerusalem, especially the Old City is subject to isolation, siege, Judaization, and annexation. There are ongoing attempts to divide Al-Aqsa Mosque, Spatial and Temporal, like the Ibrahim Mosque in Hebron. The Israeli authorities undermine the rights of thousands of Palestinian families and revoke the residency of Jerusalemites, within the Apartheid and Displacement policies. The Old City of Nablus is subject to ongoing Israeli military aggressions targeting people and buildings. The practices of the Israeli Occupation violated the Hague Agreement (1907), and Geneva Fourth Convention (1949), and its first protocol (1977). The Israeli practices violated the Hague Agreement (1954) on protecting cultural properties under armed conflicts in addition to violating the International "Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972)", and the "UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export, and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970)". The Israeli practices stand as international crimes (war crimes/crimes against humanity) according to the Rome Statute of the ICC. The partners recommend your committee to ask the SoP to provide detailed information and statistics on the Israeli violations against the Palestinian archeological and heritage sites. SoP has to provide information and statistics about the Israeli crimes against the Old Cities of Jerusalem, Hebron, and Nablus. Furthermore, it is essential to emphasize the SoP’s endeavors and allocated budgets dedicated to safeguarding Palestinian Cultural Heritage, encompassing both tangible and intangible aspects. This encompasses ensuring the well-being of inhabitants, preserving heritage sites, conducting comprehensive inventories of Palestinian heritage, registering these assets, and devising national strategies and frameworks to accomplish successful inventory and preservation efforts. 
11. The Palestinian artists and so the cultural activities, are subject to systemized violations by the Israeli occupation. Among these violations are summoning for questioning, arbitrary detention, incitement, and harassment at the military checkpoints that disfigure the Palestinian territory. Israel violates the rights of Palestinian artists for freedom of mobility. Furthermore, the Israeli occupation incites and promotes hate speech against Palestinian cultural institutions. Likewise, the Israeli authorities ordered the closing of the premises of some cultural institutions and the confiscating of their properties, especially in Jerusalem, alongside other crimes and procedures. The violations against the Palestinian cultural sector have been going on for years, taking a variety of forms. In this regard, the Israeli authorities arrested the Palestinian Cartoonist (M.S) arbitrarily, for five months on February 2013. He was arrested based on an order from a military court and he was denied the right to meet his lawyer and he is still subject to pressure from the Israeli authorities due to his drawings that publicize the occupation and the Apartheid Regime and highlights the suffering of Palestinians under occupation. In February 2021, the Israeli authorities raided the house of the Palestinian artist (A.K) from the Palestinian Popular Art Troupe, and arrested him, arbitrarily, for 13 months, and prevented him from meeting a lawyer. The artist (A.K) was infected with the COVID-19 Virus during the term he served in the Israeli prisons, which represented a risk on his life. The Israeli authorities arrested the Palestinian visual artist (H.O) and in March 2020, an Israeli military court sentenced him to 13 months and a financial fine and prevented him from meeting a lawyer. On Wednesday 22/7/2020 morning, the Israeli authorities broke through the house of the director of a Jerusalemite Institution that teaches music (National Music Conservatory), the Palestinian musician (S.K) and his Wife (R.E) (the director of Yabous Cultural Center- Jerusalem). In parallel, it invaded the headquarters of the two organizations and confiscated documents, files, and observatory cameras. The Israeli authorities broke through the house of the previous director of Jerusalem Art Performance Network, (D.Gh). Additionally, the Israeli authorities banned several art shows planned by Hakawati Theater, which is a Palestinian Theater that was established in Jerusalem in the year 1984. The Israeli authorities are going on in their policies of stealing Palestinian cultural products and heritage such as embroidery, popular dance, and other products. The Israeli Authorities denied 38 intellectuals and artists from Gaza Strip, access to the West Bank to participate in the Palestinian Thirteenth Book Fair that was arranged in Ramallah on 14/9/2022. Palestinian Theater activists from the Gaza Strip were not allowed to leave Gaza towards the West Bank to attend the Theater Festivals. All these practices indicate the systematic attacks of Israel and the Apartheid regime against the Palestinian cultural sector. 

12. The Partners refer your committee to the Discriminatory Laws Database in Israel that is published on the website of The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel- ADALA. The database is in English, Arabic, and Hebrew and includes tens of discriminatory laws. These laws discriminate, directly or indirectly, against the Palestinian citizens in Israel and against Palestinian residents of the OPT, on the base of national belonging. These laws restrict the rights of Palestinians, including cultural and art activities. Additionally, these laws discriminate against Palestinians in all life aspects such as the right to citizenship, political participation, right to utilize land, right to residence, right to education, and religious and cultural rights[footnoteRef:2].  The Palestinian Ministry of Culture affirmed through a statement published through the Palestinian News Agency (WAFA) in early 2023 that the violations of the Israeli occupation are dedicated to abolishing, erasing, Judaizing, and fighting the Palestinian narration. The statement emphasized that the Israeli violations against the Palestinian cultural centers are going on in several forms.  The Israeli violations include arresting activists, closing the cultural institutions, restricting freedom of mobility, and stealing the Palestinian cultural heritage. The violations include banning Palestinian activists from participating in art and cultural activities and events outside the country. The banning is mainly of artists from the Gaza Strip and the attack on the Palestinian culture is centered in Jerusalem. The cultural institutions in Jerusalem are under ongoing assaults, persuading, and closure. In this regard, the Israeli authorities closed 28 cultural institutions in addition to notifying others with closing orders. The cultural institutions in Jerusalem are subject to financial restrictions as well as imposing high levels of taxes, which threaten their existence[footnoteRef:3].  [2:  The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel- ADALA: https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/7771. ]  [3:  Palestinian Ministry of Culture: The Israeli Violations against the Palestinian Cultural Sector during 2022 focused on Judaizing, a statement published on the website of the Palestinian News Agency (WAFA) on 10/1/2023- https://www.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/62664. ] 

13. The Partners recommend your committee to ask the SoP to provide information and categorized statistics about the Israeli violations against the Palestinian artists and cultural institutions as well as cultural products, especially in Jerusalem. Additionally, to request the state party to highlight the measures it took to protect the Palestinian cultural heritage against the Israeli violations as well as the attacks that targeted the Palestinian artists. Moreover, to highlight the measures taken to support the cultural sector against the Israeli discriminatory laws that affect the human rights set and the cultural sector in particular. Moreover, to report on the budgets assigned by the state to support the cultural sector and how these budgets were used to protect and empower the cultural sector, in the OPT, including Jerusalem. 

5. The Israeli Attack on Jenin Refugee Camp and Targeting the Cultural Institutions:
14. On Monday, July 3, 2023, between 1:30 and 2:00 am, the Israeli Occupation Army declared a military campaign against Jenin Refugee Camp. The camp is located in the Western Part of Jenin City and it is inhabited by about 27 thousand Palestinians (deprived of their indivisible right to return) in an area that is less than one square kilometer. More than a thousand and a hundred soldiers participated in the aggression and more than 300 military vehicles in addition to several military aircraft (drones and helicopters). The result of the attack, which lasted for 48 hours, was killing 12 Palestinians and 157 injured persons including children. The aggression caused horrible destruction of the infrastructure of the camp. The Israeli army bulldozed more than ten major streets inside the camp as well as destroying the networks of sewage, water, and telecommunication.  The army destroyed more than 50 houses entirely, while another 500 houses were partially destroyed, and destroying more than 300 civilian owned cars. The attack resulted in forcibly displacing more than 3000 persons where several houses in the camp were transferred into military barracks as the Israeli soldiers took shelter in these houses. Several hospitals, health centers, and ambulances were targeted. During the aggression, the Israeli army targeted the cultural institutions directly and arrested several persons working in these institutions[footnoteRef:4].   [4:  Documented by the Documentation and Advocacy Unit at the Youth Community Center in Jenin Refugee Camp, Ibin Cena Medical Center, Al- Razi Hospital, Ibin Cena Hospital, Dr. Khalil Suliman Specialized Hospital in Jenin Refugee Camp, the Ppopular Committee of Jenin Refugee Camp, and the Ministry of Public Works.  ] 

15. Around 8:30 am on Monday, the Israeli forces attacked the Freedom Theater in the Camp. The Theater was established in the year 1990 and arranges a range of activities in the field of music and drama for youth and children in addition to a series of social activities that target women and children. The attack started with a man-portable missile that hit one of the walls of the Theater and then the Israeli infantry forces approached the Theater accompanied with police dogs. The Israeli force invaded the major performance hall of the Theater where the families from the houses around the place, took shelter. The Israeli soldiers terrorized the kids and their families inside the Theater and arrested most of those who were there. The Israeli forces arrested A.N (55 years old) who serves as the director of the technical issues in the Theater. Five civilian owned cars that were parked in the front yard of the Theater were detonated and the soldiers invaded the floors above the Theater (The Theater is in a ground floor in a building) and demolished the walls of these floors. The attack of the Theater caused blocking all the art and cultural activities that were usually implemented on a regular basis and deprived wide segments from the residents from benefiting from the activities of the Theater. The Israeli forces targeted the Youth Social and Cultural Center in the Camp with at least one missile that was fired by a drone and fell close to the main entrance of the Center. The front glass of the Center was targeted with heavy shooting that resulted in blocking the social and cultural activities of the Center and deprived the residents from these services. The Israeli forces attacked several buildings of organizations (inside and outside the camp) that provide social and cultural services for the residents of the area. Among the targeted organizations is the building of services of “Jenin Camp Services Committee” that is close to Al- Hisan Square, Women Community Center in the Al Saha Area, and the Kindergarten of Jenin Camp Services Committee in the Western Quarter of the Camp. All these organizations were subject to partial destruction as a result to the Israeli aggression as they, or the surrounding areas, were either directly or indirectly targeted[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Documented by the Documentation and Advocacy Unit at the Youth Community Center in Jenin Refugee Camp] 

16. The Partners recommend your committee to ask the SoP to provide detailed information and categorized statistics about the results of the Israeli attack on Jenin Camp, on 3/6/2023, and targeting civilians and civil buildings, including “Freedom Theater, Youth Cultural and Social Center, and other cultural institutions”. The aggression resulted in horrible destruction within the infrastructure; consequently, the state party should provide the committee with information and data about the impact of the aggression on social, economic, and cultural rights. There should be a focus on cultural rights and the state party should report on the efforts and progress within the process of rebuilding the camp. Moreover, to report on the efforts made by the state party to account for the occupation for its crimes against Palestinians, including the crimes against cultural rights. The state party should report on the progress made towards realizing the promise of the Palestinian prime minister, on 10/7/2023, to form a technical committee to rehabilitate Jenin Camp. In addition, to report about investing in the financial aid provided by some countries like Algeria, Turkey, and UAE in addition to the grants provided by other organizations. The rehabilitation was supposed to include the cultural institutions and rights inside the camp. The state party should highlight the proposed timeline to rebuild the Camp and enhance the cultural rights and activities inside it. 

6. Palestinian Prisoners in the Israeli Prisons, Prisons’ Literature, and Prisoner Waleed Daqqa:
 17. There are currently around 4700 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons including 170 minors and 34 women[footnoteRef:6]. The Palestinian prisoners, including artists, writers, and cultural activists, serve a variety of terms in the Israeli prisons, including lifetime sentences. The Palestinian prisoners are living in hard detention circumstances and in difficult climate areas, such as Negev Desert Prison, in the desert of Negev, close to the Israeli nuclear reactor in Dimona, and in an area used to bury nuclear wastes, which causes cancer to many prisoners. There are another 3 prisons in the Negev Desert which are Rimon, Nafha, and Beer Sheva. Palestinian prisoners in these prisons are living under hard degrading circumstances and are deprived of the appropriate medical aid It is a medical crime and they face a shortage of doctors and medical equipment. The procedures of transferring prisoners, including minors, to hospitals are very complicated where prisoners are transferred while their hands and legs are chained. Transferring Palestinian prisoners including minors and persons with disabilities to the hospital or to the courts is done by special buses called (Post). This process lacks the minimum human standards and, in some cases, the transferring trip lasts for long hours, during which prisoners are not allowed to use restrooms. Prisoners, in several statements, described the Post buses with terms like (Torture Buses, Mobile Tombs, and Death Buses)[footnoteRef:7].  [6:  Addameer for Prisoners and Human Rights Organization: https://www.addameer.org/ar/statistics]  [7:  A documentary Film on Al- Jazeera Satellite Channel that included live statements from Palestinians arrested in the Israeli prisons and reported about transferring them from the prison to the medical centers or courts or to other prisons, in the Post. The Prisoners termed the buses as (Torture Buses, Death Buses, and Mobile Tombs Buses)- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMTZDoW5NOM  ] 

18. Palestinian Prisoner, Writer Waleed Daqqa: From Baqa Gharbiya (Palestine 1948 territory) and was born in 1962. He is considered one of the most brilliant thinkers and writers of the prisoner movement. The Israeli Authorities arrested him on 25/3/1986 and was sentenced to life imprisonment. At a later stage, the term of his sentence was identified to be 37 years. Waleed had served 37 years in the Israeli prisons and he wrote several articles and books. Among the books he wrote, there is the Diary of Resistance in Jenin, Parallel Time, Expanding Consciousness, and a novel for children, the Tale of the Oil Secret, and the Tale of the Sword Secret. The Tale of the Oil Secret won the Emirati Communication Prize, which is an international prize awarded for children's literature. Waleed was subject to a series of practices because of his literary production where he was put in solitary confinement, transfer from one prison to another, and deprivation of appropriate medical aid that accords with human dignity. Waleed’s sentence was extended for an additional two years and currently, he is affected by bone marrow malignancy and needs a bone marrow transplant procedure. In February 2023, he suffered thrombus and severe pain in the left part of his chest. He suffered severe acute pneumonia as a result to the ongoing deprivation of appropriate medical treatment. He was subject to Lobectomy of part of his right lung. Waleed is still inside prison though he is in a critical situation due to the medical crimes committed against Palestinian prisoners in general and Waleed in particular[footnoteRef:8].  At the time your esteemed committee is reading the current report, Waleed Daqqa is fighting for his life.  [8:  Addameer Prisoners and Human Rights Association, health conditions of prisoner Waleed Daqqa: https://www.addameer.org/es/node/5042.te Rights Set ] 

19.  The Partners recommend your committee to request the SoP to provide detailed information and statistics about all the Palestinian prisoners in the Israeli prisons including Palestinians from 1948 territory and Palestinians from the West Bank (including Jerusalem) and prisoners from the Gaza Strip. The data should include the prisoners from the cultural sector. The state party should provide information about the health conditions of prisoner Waleed Daqqa and demand the SoP to provide information about its efforts to defend the Palestinian prisoners in the Israeli prisons and account for the occupation for the crimes committed against them to ensure prisoners' rights to justice and fairness. In addition, highlights the support that SoP had provided to the prisoners in various fields, including legal, social, medical, economic, and cultural support. Additionally, to report about the budgets assigned for such purpose and how they were used with all beneficiaries with no discrimination. SoP should provide an update on the advancements achieved in the process of releasing Palestinian prisoners. This should encompass the situation of sick, injured, and long-term sentenced prisoners. Additionally, to provides information about the initiatives undertaken concerning the obligations of third parties outlined in the Geneva Fourth Convention of 1949. These actions should reflect a commitment to upholding the stipulations of the Convention, with specific attention to the Geneva Third Convention's Articles 109 and 110, as well as the Geneva Fourth Convention's Article 132. We kindly urge that these efforts encompass the case of the sick prisoner Waleed Daqqa.

7. The Deterioration of the Palestinian Political Regime and the Impact on the Rights’ Framework and Culture:
20. During the previous years, the Palestinian political regime had been passing through a case of deterioration due to parliament absenteeism since the middle of 2007 because of the political division, where there is no monitoring of the executive authority's performance. The Parliament was then dismantled by an unconstitutional ruling from the High Constitutional Court, which is subject to criticism by the Palestinian CSOs and its existence was subject of concern by your esteemed committee and the committees of the other UN Core Conventions. The executive authority (the president and the government) dominated both legislating and execution processes, leading to create a well- seen case of Conflict of Interest. The judiciary authority deteriorated as a result to encroachment imposed on it and on the justice sector by the executive authority. There is no peaceful transfer of authorities as a result to the absence of public elections where the latest presidency elections took place in the year 2005 and the latest parliamentarian elections took place in the year 2006. Due to that, there was blockage of the community monitoring and the case of rights and freedoms witnessed deterioration. The independent Palestinian cultural organizations were subject to systematic attacks and the crown of these attacks was in 2022 due to the abstain of the SoP from fulfilling its public and specific legal commitments (General Comment 21/ III, a and b- regarding respect, protection, and fulfillment)
21. On 15/1/2021, the outgoing Palestinian president, issued a decree to conduct public elections for presidency, Legislative Council, and National Council. On 30/4/2023, the president issued another decree to cancel the public elections under the pretext that the occupation did not approve commencing the elections. Your committee (item 4 of the list of issues), demanded the SoP to “explain the measures to be taken to conduct public parliamentarian elections to start harmonizing all the applied legal set in the West Bank and Gaza Strip”.  The SoP replied to this core issue in item (52) that postponing (blocking) the public elections (Presidency, national council, and Legislative Council), is due to Israeli denial of commencing the elections in Jerusalem. Blocking the public elections under the pretext that the Israeli Occupation does not allow them, violates the International Law and Right to Self-determination. It violates the Palestinian Basic Law (Article 36), which states that presidential elections should be regularly every 4 years and so do the parliamentarian elections (Article 47). The Independent Central Elections Commission and the CSOs emphasized more than once that it is possible to conduct the elections in Jerusalem virtually while conducting them in presence in the other governorates. Despite the popular demands to conduct the public elections, yet, they had not been arranged, in clear violation of the Palestinian Basic Law and the international conventions and treaties to which SoP had acceded, including Article 1 of the Covenant regarding (Elections and Self-Determination). The partners recommend your committee to urge the state party to arrange the public elections immediately.  Palestinians should be enabled to practice their right to elect their representatives in free transparent elections and the SoP should ensure the environment of such elections. The Partners would like to remind your committee that all Palestinians who are currently below 35 years old, had never enjoyed their constitutional/natural right to participate in electing their representatives to the parliament or presidency, due to unjustified blocking of the elections, in violation of the Basic Law. The decision-making monopoly and blocking of the elections caused deterioration within the entire set of human rights and banned the SoP from fulfilling its commitments resulting from acceding to the Covenant and other International Core Agreements and Treaties. 

8. Palestinian Violations against the Independent Cultural Institutions:
22. The Palestinian artists and cultural activities have been subject to many forms of violations by the Sop, since acceding to the Covenant in early April 2014. The pace of violations increased during the summer of 2022 where the assaults and attacks included physical attacks, psychological attacks, detention, demolishing the contents of some cultural institutions, and promoting incitement and hate speech against the cultural activities and artists, by groups of youth anti-cultural activities, from a fundamentalist point of view. The attacks took place in front of the Palestinian security forces that did not perform its responsibility to protect the victims. Some assaults took place with the participation of some official institutions with the absence of protection that the law enforcement and justice bodies should provide, though the cultural institutions demanded protection for their activities from the law enforcement bodies. Such incidents indicate clearly that the SoP violates its commitment under the Covenant, regarding cultural rights (Respect, Protect, and Fulfillment), which means not to interfere with the cultural and art activities related to freedom of opinion and the various forms of art and cultural creativity. The state party should protect the cultural and art freedoms and ensure that they are not attacked by a third-party including protection against assaults and hate speech. The State party should take positive measures to ensure enjoying cultural rights on the base of equality and no discrimination. The year 2022 witnessed a bunch of wide systematic attacks against the right to cultural production and activities, as well as against the artists and employees of the cultural sector. 
8.1. Attack on Al- Al-Mustawdaa Cultural Center:
23. On 17/6/2023, Al-Mustawdaa Cultural Center (a Cultural and art center in Ramallah) was subject to a documented attack by a group of Palestinian youth (about 40 persons). The attackers continued attacking the place for approximately 30 minutes using stones leading to the injury of two persons who were in the place in addition to destroying the front glass building façade and destroying some cars that were parked in the place. There was an online campaign of incitement and hate speech against the organization through social media, in which more than two hundred thousand persons participated. The participants in the campaign posted thousands of hate posts against Al- Mustawda and posts of incitement to kill. Although members of the Palestinian police and other security forces were in the area and although the Police Station is just 100 meters far from the place, yet, the Palestinian security forces did not initiate to prevent the attack (crime). Not only that, but also did not protect the organization and those who were in it, at the time it was attacked. On the contrary, the Palestinian security forces arrested approximately 20 persons from the staff members of Al-Mustawda and the artists and persons who were in the organization at the time it was attacked (arresting the victims). The arrested persons were taken to al-Balou Police Station where they were held in custody for a few hours and during that time, they were threatened to be punished in case they claimed against the attack. Despite the demand of the arrested persons (victims) to contact lawyers, yet, the Palestinian police did not allow them to do so. One of the police officers replied to their demand saying: “We are the Law here”. Although two of the detainees (injured as a result of the attack) demanded the police to allow them to receive medical treatment, yet, the police did not allow them under the pretext that they were under investigation. The documented statements affirm that the Palestinian police had arrested none of the attackers and that they confiscated the DVR machine of the organization during the attack and it is still held by the police till now. Al-Mustawda had closed its doors since the day of the attack and had not resumed its cultural activities till the day the current report was prepared, as a result of the absence of protection from the law enforcement bodies in the SoP, against the assaults and hate speech and due to the failure of justice for the victims or accounting the perpetrators.
24.  The Partners urge your esteemed committee to demand the SoP to provide detailed information about the attack against Al-Mustawda Cultural Center and the persons who were inside it, on 17/6/2022. Additionally, to report about the reasons for abstaining from protecting them, which caused the assault and the crimes, and to report about the reasons for detaining the victims. Furthermore, to report about the reasons for denying the interrogates the right to contact lawyers as well as depriving the wounded persons from receiving treatment in addition to threatening them inside the police station in case they complained about the attack. Likewise, to demand the state party to report the reasons for abstaining from arresting any of the attackers (as indicated from the statements given by the administration of Al-Mustawda). Furthermore, to demand clarifications in case the attackers were criminally investigated as well as presenting samples of judiciary rulings against them. Alongside with that, to demand the SoP to clarify the procedures applied to ensure justice for the victims and remedy (in case there were) as well as samples of the judiciary rulings regarding the remedy. The state party should highlight the measures taken to ensure the ban of similar attacks in addition to reporting the reasons for ordering the closing of Al-Mustawda till now and the measures to be applied to ensure that it will resume its cultural activities soon.  
8.2 Assault Against Ashtar Theater:
25. On 8/7/2022, an artistic March arranged by Ashtar Theater in Ramallah, to crown the activities of the Youth International Theater Festival, was attacked, before it started, by a group of 30 Palestinian youth.  The youth attacked the march and the participants in it (locals and foreigners) using blackjacks and stones causing many causalities among participants in addition to slandering the participants and threatening them. Although there were some Palestinian police officers in the area, no protection was given for the march and the participants though the organizers of the event demanded the police to protect them. According to the statements documented with the administration of Ashtar Theater, many participants (locals and foreigners) were brutally beaten with blackjacks and stones that could have caused risk on their lives. One of the attacked participants is a British artist and another is an Irish artist, in addition to many other Palestinians. In addition to the physical assault, the participants were slandered and insulted, and verbally attacked. During the attack, two policemen on motorcycles were in the place but did not interfere to protect the attacked persons. There were no criminal investigations or accountability for the attackers of the march. 
26. A group of the attacked participants escaped and sought shelter in the headquarters of Ramallah Municipality, but the attackers followed them there and continued the attack. They threatened the director of Ashtar Theater and attacked her with derogatory words (Verbal Sexual Abuse)[footnoteRef:9]. The attackers were carrying blackjacks and the director of Ashtar Theater addressed the police and spoke to a police officer demanding protecting her, but her demand was ignored. The attackers continued attacking the participants in the march while they were in the municipality yard and the police stood hands-cuffed.  [9:  The Independent International Committee of Inquiry on the OPT and Israel, affirmed in its concluding report (A/HRC/53/22) that women human rights defenders in the West Bank were stereotyped and isolated on gender basis. The Committee added that unofficial Palestinian groups anti gender in the West Bank target the Human Rights Defenders (males/ females). For more information, see the statement published on the website of the Committee: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/06/rights-civil-society-members-are-being-violated-all-entities-israel-and. 
 ] 

27.  The Partners recommend your committee to demand the SoP to provide detailed information about abstaining of the Palestinian Police from protecting the participants in the art march of Ashtar Theater on Friday, 8/7/2022 at the entrance of the Ottoman Court. The attack continued at the yard of Ramallah municipality. SoP should report on the measures it took to fulfill its commitments regarding protecting cultural activities. The state party should present the measures of criminal investigation and accounting for those who participated in the attack (if any). Also, to report on the judiciary rulings against the perpetrators and present samples of these rulings. Moreover, to present the procedures taken to ensure justice and remedy for the victims (if any) and samples of the rulings regarding remedy. SoP should clarify the procedures applied to protect cultural activities and ban future similar attacks.  
8.3. Attack Against A.M. Qattan Foundation:
28. On 4/8/2022, less than one month after attacking the art march of Ashtar Theater, the Palestinian Police asked Qattan Foundation to cancel a show for the Palestinian singer (J.S) due to threats against the singer and that these threats might affect the Foundation itself in case the show was arranged. Despite the Foundation's emphasis on the importance of the Police fulfilling their duty to protect both the Foundation and the cultural activities, the Police insisted on canceling the show and that the police will not provide any protection for the show. On August 3, 2022, a meeting took place at the Office of the Ramallah Governor, with representatives from Qattan Foundation and Ashtar Theater in attendance. During the meeting, there was a strong emphasis on the need for adequate protection of the upcoming cultural event, a singing show, scheduled for the following day, August 4, 2023. However, despite the discussions, the outcome of the meeting was unproductive, and the Governor of Ramallah declared that there was no feasible way to ensure the security of the activity. On the same day, the administration of the Foundation contacted the spokesperson of the government and the minister of culture and other officials and explained to them what is going on and the necessity to protect the cultural activities. However, there was no result for these initiatives and so, the Foundation closed its doors on the day the activity was planned (4/8/2022) due to the improbability of the Police and the Governor of protecting the organization. 
29. The Partners refer your committee to item 256 of Sop’s report in which it states that “it works to deepen the cultural awareness and activate and expand the cultural events”. Additionally, item 267 of the report where the state party emphasizes that: “Within the efforts of the SoP to enhance the cultural rights and protect people against violating their personal freedoms, it had taken a position regarding these issues to avoid restricting freedoms, especially freedom to opinion and expression”. Additionally, the Partners refer your committee to comment number (21) provided by your committee regarding participation in the cultural life, especially item (1), “Cultural Rights are indivisible part of human rights set and are equal to the other rights being universal, impartial, and connected”. Additionally, item (6) of the general comment “Right to Participate in the Cultural Life that could be considered freedom”. Moreover, item (5) “The Committee (your Committee) gained wide experience in this field through revising the reports and involving in dialogues with the states parties”. 
30. The Partners kindly advise your esteemed committee to request information from the SoP regarding the decision to request cancelling Qattan Foundation's music show on August 4, 2022. Additionally, it is recommended to inquire why adequate security measures were not implemented for the event, despite the organization's efforts in reaching out to the Police, the Ramallah Governor to request protection for the show. State party should be requested to provide information about its measures to fulfill its commitments to protect the cultural activity of Qattan Foundation. The state party should provide information about the disciplinary accountability of those who did not perform their duties in protecting the cultural events. Moreover, to request information about the administrative decisions and rulings taken to ensure justice for the Foundation. Additionally, to request information about the remedy ruled for the Qattan Foundation (if any) and to provide samples of the rulings regarding remedy alongside with the measures applied by the state party to protect the cultural activities and ensure no repletion of the attacks in the future. 
8.4. Attack on Tamer Institute for Community Education:
31. The organization was subject to a campaign of incitement and hate speech, through social media, because of participation in a Summer Camp arranged by the Ministry of Education in Jerusalem Governorate, for the students of a school. The attack included using terms such describing the organization to be “Corrupted” and “Ethically Suspicious”. Additionally, the families were warned from allowing their children to be enrolled in the activities of the Institution.  Moreover, there were statements issued to ban the “Suspicious Women Organizations” from working in the schools with mentioning of CEDAW and terming women activists as Cedawians where the term is used to label women activists and considering “Cedawian” as an insulting term. The same thoughts (anti gender and gender aspects) that are used by some religious parties/powers and the youth groups pro of these parties in the West Bank. The domination of these thoughts led to attack the cultural institutions and ban arranging some cultural and art events while the Palestinian Police and official institutions did not raise a finger to protect the cultural activities[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  The Independent International Committee of Inquiry on the OPT and Israel, affirmed in its concluding report (A/HRC/53/22) that women human rights defenders in the West Bank were stereotyped and isolated on gender basis. The Committee added that unofficial Palestinian groups anti gender in the West Bank target the Human Rights Defenders (males/ females). For more information, see the statement published on the website of the Committee: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/06/rights-civil-society-members-are-being-violated-all-entities-israel-and.] 

32. Tamer Institute released a public statement in which it conveyed, "As part of the collaborative efforts between the organization and the Ministry of Education, and under the supervision of the organization's coordinator, a dialogue took place during the aforementioned summer camp with a cohort of female students. The conversation delved into topics surrounding the universe, encompassing its physical evolution, historical progressions, and contemporary advancements." The discussion is based on the vision of the Institution to raise the young generations awareness of the developments within the world through open and safe dialogue between youth and their surrounding communities. Such dialogues become important within the open technology on the world and that many children and youth might access false resources of information”. The Institution affirmed that what was published about the dialogue sessions later on is misleading and defamation of the Institution and its cadres. Additionally, it is promotion of false rumors. Not only that, but also, they used defamation terms that are strange and not part of our culture and community values. Despite the intensive efforts of the Institution to end the crisis, through meeting with the ministry, families, students, and other actors, yet, the incitement campaign is still going on and is being deepened”. The organization further emphasized in its statement, "It is beyond doubt that the dissemination of false information and incitement forms a significant component of the intense assault on Palestinian cultural vitality. This extends not only to cultural institutions and advocates but also to those engaging in community education endeavors. These offensive targets any endeavor that encourages critical thinking and contemplation about the universe, a concept that finds motivation within the context of various religious beliefs."    
33. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to request the SoP to work immediately, to fulfill its commitments under the Articles of the Covenant regarding cultural rights on the base of (respect, protection, and fulfillment). And to work on ending the hate speech against the cultural activities and cultural activists including justice for the affected persons and ensure that the assaults would not be repeated. SoP should work to the maximum to combat the insulting stereotyping and culture against women as well as enhance the values of equality, human dignity, and respect the others. Such values are obligatory to SoP according to Article 5 of CEDAW and to provide information regarding progress made in this regard and in connection with cultural rights. SoP should enhance the environments of work, communication, and education as well as other fields to combat the stereotyping and hate speech against women as well as strengthen the culture of equality and respect the others in the schools and universities and within the pedagogy and teaching methods. 
8.5 Attack Against SHASHAT- Women Cinema:
34. SHASHAT was subjected to a campaign of incitement and hate speeches that were disseminated on social media platforms due to its production of films by adolescents, both male and female, in certain provinces. These films tackle themes of "equality and non-discrimination," as well as the empowerment and protection of women. This resulted in a barrage of direct accusations against the foundation through various communication channels, accusing it of "corruption and promotion of malicious Western ideas, rebellion against family, religion, and society, and the promotion of vulgar programs..." The foundation was warned against by parents, participants, and the public, demanding the cessation of its activities and programs. This was accompanied by the use of slogans on social media bearing phrases like "Mass Movement to Abrogate SEEDAW Agreement" and hashtags such as "Protect_Your_Children_From_Global_Gangs" and "Down_with_CEDAW." These were employed with the same pattern (stereotyping) in order to "stigmatize" and consider them derogatory terms. Voice recordings were also published on social media platforms inciting against Women's Cinema Screens Foundation and demanding the cessation of its activities. These actions led to the termination of the foundation's contracts. These are the same calls that oppose social gender and sexual considerations, led by certain religious currents and groups supportive of their ideological orientations. Such calls have resulted in attacks on certain cultural institutions, hindering their activities, and a lack of intervention from the Palestinian police and official authorities to protect them.
35. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to urge the State of Palestine to take immediate and swift action to halt incitement and hate speeches targeting Palestinian cultural institutions, their activities, and their employees, exposing them to danger due to this recurring pattern of societal incitement. Furthermore, it calls for ensuring justice for the affected parties and guaranteeing non-recurrence. The partners are directed to your committee's concluding observations on the initial report of the State of Palestine (1/CO/PSE/CO/CEDAW), published on July 25, 2018, specifically addressing paragraphs (24) and (25) under the title "Stereotypes and Harmful Practices." In these paragraphs, the committee recommended that Palestine "expedite the adoption of a comprehensive strategy to eliminate discriminatory stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and society... expand educational programs targeting the public to raise awareness about the negative impacts of discriminatory stereotypes on women's rights." These programs should be directed at religious leaders and tribal figures, considering them as custodians of religious and customary values in Palestine. Additionally, efforts should continue to review school textbooks to remove stereotypical portrayals of women and girls in their roles within the family and society, while actively promoting a positive image of them. Collaborative endeavors with media should be intensified to raise public awareness about gender stereotypes at all levels of society, with the aim of eradicating them. These recommendations should be implemented promptly.Top of Form
8.6: Attack against Khalil Sakakini Center:
36. Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center, located in Ramallah in the West Bank, organized a musical performance as part of its artistic and cultural activities on Thursday, June 30, 2022, in its private garden. The center's team noticed an intensified presence of Palestinian police elements, along with other security agencies and individuals dressed in civilian attire, around 7:00 PM. Subsequently, three members of the tourist police entered the Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center building in Ramallah and requested the center's team to halt the concert, citing the absence of a "permit" from the police and the Ministry of Tourism. The center indeed suspended the musical performance based on the request of the tourist police. The police officers and security personnel did not produce "judicial warrants" and proceeded to enter the center's premises, detaining one of its staff members. Later, they detained a member of the board of directors for several hours at the Baloua Police Station in Ramallah. At 11:00 PM on the same day, the police had the detainees sign "written undertakings" not to hold public events in the public domain without obtaining prior authorization. Subsequently, they were released.
37. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee urging the State of Palestine to take immediate and prompt action to halt all interventions by law enforcement agencies in Palestine regarding cultural and artistic activities. This should include respecting freedom of expression and all forms of art, as well as upholding the rights and constitutional guarantees enshrined in the Basic Law. The Basic Law emphasizes the sanctity of private homes and private institutions and prohibits their entry without judicial warrants. Furthermore, no prerequisite prior permit should be imposed for cultural institutions to conduct artistic presentations, given their registration in accordance with the law. Immediate efforts should be taken to hold accountable those responsible for violating cultural and artistic rights, ensuring justice for the affected parties, and preventing the recurrence of such violations.Top of Form
8.7: Attacks against Palestinian Female Artists and Cultural Activists: 
38. On 27/12/2020, the Palestinian Police arrested the Palestinian Techno Music Artist, S.A. She was arrested for arranging a music show in the external yards of the markets (Bazar) adjacent to Prophet Moses Shrine, in the area between Jerusalem and Jericho-West Bank. The artist was questioned by the public prosecution in Jericho and interrogated and later on, her interrogation was extended for 15 days by a ruling issued from a Palestinian court, where she was held in custody in Jericho Prison. She was released after 8 days on bail and denied the right to travel. Although the music show took place in the Bazar that is adjacent to the Shrine, which is a tourist site, and although the artist affirmed that she obtained permission from the Ministry of Tourism, yet, she was arrested and prisoned while none of the officials from the Ministry was questioned. 
39. Some actresses in Huda Saloon Film (2022) were fiercely attacked and subject to hate speech on social media and media platforms, in addition to threats of killing. The attack was extended also to the male participants in the film. The reason for the attack includes some scenes about the sexual revocation that the Israeli authorities and intelligence services apply with Palestinians to force them to cooperate with the Israeli authorities. 
40. The Partners recommend your committee to request information from the SoP about the judiciary file of artist S.A and the interrogation decisions against her issued by the public prosecution and the courts, as well as any developments in this file. To request information about the reasons why was she detained in response to an art event that is not considered a felony within the applied penalty law. Additionally, to provides information about the measures taken to ensure justice for the artist and ensure that artists would not be arrested due to arranging cultural activities. Additionally, to work immediately to end incitement, and hate speech, account for the perpetrators, and ensure protection of the cultural sector. Additionally, to provides information about the progress made in this regard to ensure that the SoP fulfills its commitments regarding cultural rights on the base of respect, fulfillment, and protection. 
The partners refer to your committee to the list of issues and questions raised by the committee concerned with eliminating discrimination against women before submitting the second periodic report of the State of Palestine (2/QPR/PSE/C/CEDAW), published on November 4, 2022, specifically under item (9) titled "Non-governmental organizations and women human rights defenders." In this context, the committee requested the State of Palestine to "promptly, fairly, thoroughly, effectively, and credibly investigate any cases of hate speech against non-governmental organizations and women human rights defenders, enhance the civil space, ensure freedom of expression, and hold perpetrators accountable." The State of Palestine is urged to implement this request without delay and to provide an account of the progress made in establishing investigation committees to address hate speech.

9. Shrinking the Civic Space- Cultural Space and the role of legislation and Public Policies:  
41. Currently, there are two ways to register the CSOs in Palestine to be able to start working. The first is to be registered as a Charitable Organization according to Charitable and Civil Society Organizations Law (1/2000) and its amendments where registration is through the Ministry of Interior. The second way is to be registered as a not-for-profit company based on the not-for-profit companies’ bylaw (20/2022) where registration is through the Ministry of National Economy. The charitable organizations and not-for-profit companies have common objectives and goals (not for profit). Both types seek providing services and activities (social, economic, legal, relief, developmental, or cultural) for Palestinian people. Most of the independent cultural institutions are registered based on one of the two mentioned ways.  The Palestinian CSOs (NGOs and not-for-profit companies) are subject to restrictions regarding the procedures of registration, activities, and funding. These restrictions violate the Palestinian Basic Law (Constitution) and the ICCPR and the current Covenant. Additionally, the restrictions violate the recommendations of the Special UN Rapporteur on the Right to Peaceful Assembly and Forming associations that protect forming associations and guarantee their independence, freedom of activeness, and recruiting funds. The interference of the security bodies and official parties with the registration process, activities, and resources of fund, with the work of CSOs and not-for-profit companies, stands as the major obstacle that hinders the independence of the organizations/companies. The security bodies interfere through the so- called pre-security checking that is termed as “Security Safety” within the Palestinian context. Thus, there is control of the registration of the organizations/companies, activities, and resources of funding, which leads to disrupting the work of these entities. The work of the Palestinian CSOs is extended to document the violations committed by the occupation and so, the obstacles imposed by the SoP affect such role. Additionally, the state party violates the works of the cultural organizations by imposing laws and regulations that are issued with the absence of the Parliament and without consultation with the Civil Society. 
9.1. Not-For-Profit Companies: 
42. The Palestinian Government issued the bylaw for not-for-profit companies (20/2022) and was published in the official gazette on 25/9/2022. The bylaw embodies the domination of the companies by the security bodies either through the procedures of registration or controlling the activities and the resources of the fund. Additionally, the control of the security bodies undermines their independence. The bylaw violates the right to form associations and financial independence. The bylaw connects the companies with the decree-law (39/2022) issued by the ongoing president regarding eliminating money laundering and funding terrorism. The decree-law was issued in the absence of the parliament and without consultations with the civil society. It violates the international standards regarding forming associations and their independence and freedom to work as well as freedom to get funds. The aim is to restrict the work of the companies through dealing with them as “Suspicious Entities; unless the opposite is proved. An example in this regard is Article 7 (item 2) which obligates the companies to obtain the pre-approval for registration from the specialized authorities, mainly from the companies’ registrar in the Ministry of National Economy. The specialized authorities here are the security bodies where no company is registered unless approval is given from the security bodies. The same idea is generated to article 8 (items 2 and 3) of the bylaw where the company should submit an annual technical and financial report to the company registrar and submit technical reports (financial and narrative) about their activities quarterly that cover the implementation process of the project and the fund that the company raised. The reports then are referred to the security forces for follow-up. The same is applicable to the funding resources of the companies where no fund for activities is allowed unless pre-approval is obtained from the security bodies. Such regulation is endorsed in Article 13 (item 2) of the bylaw under the section: Funding Resources. The Article authorizes the company registrar to revise any request for funding provided by the companies and he is authorized to refer to any related body to check eligibility before approving the request. He can refer to the governmental institutions or any other institutions before deciding regarding the request. Practically, the request is referred to the security bodies, and funding is not allowed unless these bodies approve it. The security bodies refused to allow funds from a variety of resources for the companies and the reasons are not declared. Companies are not given letters to explain the reasons for rejecting the fund and the representative of the company is informed verbally about rejecting the request by the security forces, once checking with the interested departments. Thus, criticizing the executive authority and its security bodies could serve as a reason for rejecting funding the companies. The not-for-profit companies in Gaza Strip face additional restrictions where they should obtain security clearance from the security bodies in the West Bank and the security bodies of the status quo government in Gaza Strip. The bylaw includes unjustified intervention with the performance of the not-for-profit companies. The applied procedures in the SoP violates the Palestinian Basic Law and the International related Conventions and standards. The Coalition and the CSOs, issued a statement demanding cancelling the bylaw of the non-for-profit companies[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Statement issued by the CSOs demanding cancelling the non-for-profit companies bylaw (20/ 2022) and rejection of implementing it:
https://pngoportal.org/post/26936/%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%82-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A

Al- Haq Remarks on the non-for-profit companies bylaw and a letter to the Palestinian Prime Minister to cancel it. 
https://www.alhaq.org/ar/advocacy/20864.html . ] 

43. The Partners recommend your committee to request the SoP to work immediately on canceling the bylaw of the non-for-profit companies (20/2022) that was published in the Official Gazette on 25/9/2022. The bylaw violates the Palestinian Basic Law and the International Conventions and standards regarding the right to form associations and their freedom of work and raising fund. To request the state party to stop the interference of the security bodies within registering the non-for-profit companies, their activities, and financial resources to ensure the independence of these entities. Additionally, to request information about the non-for-profit companies that registration, activities, and funding were hindered and to lift these restrictions immediately. Additionally, to report about the measures that the SoP will take to remedy the companies whose registration, work, and finding were affected by the bylaw to ensure no repetition of these procedures in the future.  
9.2 Charitable Associations and Civil Organizations:
44. Charitable and civic organizations that are officially registered with the Ministry of Interior and share identical objectives and goals in serving the Palestinian community encounter similar challenges and obstacles arising from the security bodies, just as non-profit companies do. The period that followed the internal political division that started in the year 2007 and is still going on, witnessed several amendments of the Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions Law (1/ 2000), issued by the Palestinian Legislative Council. The amendments were through decree-laws by the president within the absence of the Parliament. The amendments are issued without consultations with the civil society and are dedicated to enhance the domination of the CSOs registration, activities, and funding by the executive authority.  There is no possibility to register any organization with the Ministry of Interior without pre-security clearance given by the security bodies, which is known as “Security Clearance Condition”. The security clearance is a systematic policy applied by the SoP not only regarding registering CSOs, but also regarding hiring for public sector vacancies (civil and security) as well as hiring for the judiciary authority and public prosecution as well as obtaining approval from the government for other projects and activities. The pre- security clearance system is also applied in Gaza Strip, which push the Palestinian context towards a Police State. The president, Mahmoud Abbas, issued a decree-law (7/2021) to amend the Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions law (1/2000) that was approved by the Palestinian Parliament. The amendment was without consultation with the civil society, and it included the same restrictions endorsed within the non-for-profit companies’ bylaw/2022. The decree-law was subject to heavy criticism by the civil society (alike the bylaw of the no-for-profit companies) that was issued by the Palestinian Government. The protest campaign resulted in issuing the decree-law (18/2021) to stop implementing the decree-law (7/2021) regarding the Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions, which was published in the official gazette on 26/5/2021. Stop implementation means to freeze the law, but not to cancel it and so, the CSOs will remain concerned as the law might be back to the scene at any moment. 
45. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to ask the SoP to start immediately revising all the amendments endorsed within the Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions Law (1/2000), during the political division era. The revision should be dedicated to ensure the right to form associations and freedom of activeness and recruiting fund, that are protected by the Palestinian Basic Law and the International Conventions and Standards of human rights. The SoP should stop applying the security clearance system and end the intervention of the security bodies within the registration, performance, and funding of the organizations. Additionally, to stop applying the security clearance for hiring to public posts, judiciary authority, public prosecution posts, official posts, and obtaining the license for some works. Such procedures violate the Basic Law and the International related conventions and treaties. SoP should be asked to provide information about the charitable organizations that were dismantled during the era of the political division and ensure justice for these organizations and that such acts would not be repeated. 
9.3. Combating Money Laundry and Funding Terrorism:
46.  The Palestinian president issued the decree-law (39/2022) regarding combating money laundry and funding terrorism, where it was published in the official gazette on 14/8/2022. The law was issued with the absence of the parliament and without consultations with the civil society. The law violates profoundly the right to form associations and the freedom of their work, independence, and fund. The law violates the right to banking privacy in contradiction with the related international conventions and standards. There are a plenty of decree-laws issued during the previous years with the absence of the parliament and without consultations with the civil society. Such case reflects clear defect within the Principles of Good Governance and the structure of governance that are considered part of the rule of law in accordance with the United Nations standards. 
47. The not-for-profit companies bylaw, was connected with the decree-law (39/2022) regarding combating money laundry and funding terrorism which it will allow following up the registration, performance, and funding of the companies to impose more restrictions on these companies. The law harms the independence of the companies and their financial resources and puts them under suspicion in contradiction of the principle of “innocent” and the principles of fair trial that are protected by international law. There are still ongoing attempts to connect the Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions Law (1/2000) with the given decree-law following freezing the amendments with the given law according to the decree-law (7/2021) following the protesting campaign launched by the civil society against these amendments. The decree-laws issued regarding the charitable and civil society organizations, the bylaw for the non-for-profit companies, the decree-law regarding combating money laundry and funding terrorism, and the policy of conditional funding (will be tackled later), play a risky role in enhancing the domination of the CSOs by the security bodies and official institutions. The mentioned bunch of laws and amendments contribute to denying the independence of the CSOs and their role in monitoring the performance of the executive authority and its arms with the absence of the Parliament and blocking its performance for years and the deterioration within the judiciary authority. 
48. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to ask the SoP to revise the decree-law to combat money laundering and funding terrorism (39/2022) immediately and to revise the related bylaws and regulations, to ensure protecting and maintaining the right to form associations. Additionally, to ensure respect for the freedom of activeness and funding as well as protecting banking privacy. These rights should be protected in accordance with the related international conventions and treaties as well as the reports issued by the Special UN Rapporteur on human rights and fundamental freedoms within the context of combating terrorism. In particular, the revision should be according to the document (A/61/267) and the reports issued by the UN Independent Expert on Human Rights and fundamental freedoms within the context of combating terrorism. Additionally, to be in accordance with the document (E/CN.4/2005/103) and to ensure the involvement of the civil society and the cultural sector in the revision process. 
9.4. Conditional Funding Policy:
49. The Palestinian cultural organizations, alike the rest of Palestinian CSOs, face the challenge of conditional fund that violates the right to form an association and maintain their independence free work, and freedom to recruit funds. Such a situation serves as a risk to the execution of the programs and activities of the cultural institutions in the West Bank, Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip. The effect is mainly on the efforts of documenting the occupation’s violations committed by Israel and documenting the Apartheid practices and annexation of the Palestinian land to Israel. Additionally, the conditioned fund affects documenting the violations committed by the SoP and those committed by the status quo government in the Gaza Strip. These violations affect the civic, political, economic, social, and cultural rights set and the Articles of the Covenant, in the OPT as an area of conflict. Violating these rights is through targeting and restricting the financial resources of the organizations by imposing the policy of conditional funding. Such systematic violation is a clear violation of the Articles of the ICCPR and the related international standards and the Articles of this Covenant as well as violating the amended Palestinian Basic Law. Additionally, it violates the Articles of the Palestinian Charitable Organizations and Civil Commissions Law (1/2000) where this legal set affirmed the right to form associations and maintain their right to work, independence, and recruiting funds. 
50. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to request the SoP to provide detailed information about the policy of Conditional Funding that affects the freedom to form associations and maintain the freedom of work, independence, and recruiting funds by these organizations. Additionally, to request the state party to report on the issued legislation regarding the charitable organizations and not-for-profit companies and the efforts invested by the State to end the policy of conditional funding. Additionally, to highlight the measures applied to ensure the independence of the financial resources of the cultural and Civil Society Organizations. The State party should explain the progress made on the policy levels and on the practical level and provide clear indications that there are procedures applied to end the policy of conditional funding.




9.5. Unionist Organizing and Democratizing the General League of Artists: 
51. In section III (Public Rights and Freedoms) of the amended Palestinian Basic Law, the right to unionist and syndicalism organizations was affirmed. Article 25 (paragraph 3) emphasized that unionist organizing is a constitutional right organized by the law. There is no law for Union Regulation issued in Palestine, but such right is affirmed in the Palestinian Basic Law. The Basic Law affirmed the principle of syndicate pluralism and does not affirm the principle of unity in the performance of the syndicates, which will lead to control of the syndicalism work by the executive authority and hallow such work from its contents. The right to pluralism in union work is affirmed in Article (8) of the Covenant which states: “The right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union of his choice”. The right was affirmed by the “Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention” (Convention 87) released by the General Conference of the ILO in the year 1948, which emphasized the right of workers to form unions and join them and that the states should respect the freedom of union organization. 
52. Despite the efforts invested by several cultural organizations during the previous years, to form a syndicate or more than one for the cultural sectors; and despite the promises given by the official Palestinian institutions to respect the right to form a union to the cultural sector, yet, no union had emerged. There is no union to protect the rights and interests of those involved in cultural and art activities and production. On a related level, the General Union of Palestinian Writers which is annexed to the PLO, lacks democracy. The absence of democracy from the given Union is due to being dominated by the official Palestinian institutions and their arms. Unionist work is not allowed and sometimes, there is intervention in the work of the unions and syndicates to maintain the imposed control. These practices indicate the level of shrinking imposed on the civic space. 
53. The Partners recommend your committee to request information from the SoP about the measures taken to protect the right to form syndicate (s) to protect the rights and interests of those involved in the cultural sector and protect the freedom of cultural/art production and commencing cultural events. Such right should be based on the principle of pluralism in the unions’ work that is affirmed by the Palestinian Basic Law and the Articles of the current Covenant and Convention (87) of the ILO. SoP should highlight the progress made in this regard and the efforts invested to arrange free democratic regular elections for the General Union of Artists in a manner that guarantees the right to form unions for the cultural sector.
9.6 Sectorial Strategy of the Cultural Sector:
54. In item (261) of the SoP’s report, it is stated that the government is working to activate cultural life through executing sectorial strategic plans for the cultural sector (the latest plan was for 2011-2013). Although the SoP submitted a response to the list of issues that your committee received on 3/4/2023, yet the state did not update any information. The SoP replied under Article (15) of the Covenant related to cultural rights and limited its response to items 29 and 30 where it emphasized what was mentioned in its report regarding cultural rights. We would like to inform your committee that the sectorial strategic plan of the cultural sector and heritage (2021-2023) is approaching its end this year. The report of the SoP did not include any of the violations against the independent cultural institutions and the ways to protect the cultural activities and production and to protect Palestinian male/female artists, against the violations and attacks that witnessed escalation during summer 2022. The report did not include information about the measures taken to ensure effective justice for the victims of the violations and ensure that these attacks would not be repeated. We refer to what was mentioned in the comment (21) of your esteemed committee (Item 5-c. Access to Remedy and Accountability), mainly item 72 in which your committee affirmed: “The states parties policies and strategies should include establishing institutions and mechanisms to investigate the alleged violations of paragraph (1/ a) of Article 15. The states should investigate these violations, identify responsible parties, and declare the results. Additionally, the state parties should provide administrative, judiciary remedy, and other mechanisms for remedy.  The Palestinian Sectorial Strategic Plan for the cultural sector (2021- 2023), does not include anything of what was mentioned in the general comment. The independent cultural institutions were not involved in preparing, executing, and monitoring the effectiveness and accuracy of implementing the Strategic Plan.
The Partners recommend your committee to request the SoP to work immediately on fulfilling its commitments under Article (72) of the above-mentioned strategic plan for the cultural sector, which will be implemented this year (2023) and highlight the measures taken to involve the independent cultural organizations in preparing, executing, and monitoring the strategy. 
10. The Independent International Committee of Inquiry and the Cultural Sector:
55. The UN Human Rights Council issued the Resolution (DA-30/1) to form an Independent Permanent International Committee of Inquiry to investigate all the alleged violations of the IHL and the IL (that took place before 13/4/2021 and since that date) in the OPT, including East Jerusalem and inside Israel. The Committee submitted its report to the UNHRC for the year 2022 (A/HRC/50/21) and the report for the year 2023 (A/HRC/53/22). 
56. The Partners recommend your esteemed committee to see the reports published by the International Independent Committee of Inquiry (A/HRC/53/22). The report included the conclusions of the Committee regarding the attacks on the cultural sector in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip, by Israel and by the SoP and the status quo government in the Gaza Strip. We recommend including the conclusions of the report within the constructive dialogue that your committee will have with the SoP and within the concluding remarks to the state party regarding Cultural Rights. 
57. The press statement released by the mentioned Committee on 8/6/2023 regarding its report (A/HRC/53/22), posted on the UN website, that all the entities in Israel and OPT violates the rights of civilians and the restrictions imposed by the Israeli government are connected directly with the occupation. The Committee held 127 interviews with the victims, witnesses, experts, and others while preparing the report. Commissioner Mr. Miloon Kothari who said: “We are very concerned regarding the restrictions imposed on the right to cultural life and cultural expression that we detailed in our report. We are concerned regarding the statements given by the Israeli politicians who called for abolishing the elements of the Palestinians' culture and identity”. The report found that "the measures taken by Israeli and Palestinian authorities to restrict freedom of expression in the cultural domain affect artists and cultural activists and constitute a violation of cultural rights." The report affirmed that "Palestinian groups opposing gender rights in the West Bank target women and men defending human rights." This explains the assaults mentioned in this report, submitted to your esteemed committee, by independent cultural institutions regarding cultural rights.
58. The report from the Independent International Investigation Committee (Fourthly - the Palestinian Authority and the de facto authorities in Gaza) explained that "since the Palestinian political division in 2007, a series of restrictions have been imposed that enhanced the executive authority's control over civil society organizations registered as charitable associations, non-governmental organizations, and non-profit companies. These restrictions partially stem from the formal suspension of the Palestinian Legislative Council in 2007, leading to an expansion of the executive authority's powers at the expense of the legislative and judicial authorities, through legislative decisions under presidential laws. Human rights organizations noted that these decision-making processes lack transparency and do not comply with the principle of separation of the three branches of public authority." (22/53/HRC/A, paragraph 39). The report pointed out that Law No. (7) of 2021 amending the Charitable Associations Law was suspended, which increased control over budgets and financial distribution. Non-profit companies under Regulation No. (20) of 2022 are required to submit their work plans and budgets to the authorities and align them with the relevant ministry's plan. Civil society organizations are obliged to obtain prior approval from ministries and security agencies as a prerequisite for registration, funding, and grants. Civil society organizations in Gaza reported facing additional challenges as they are required to obtain approvals from ministries in the West Bank and Gaza." (22/53/HRC/A, paragraph 40). The partners in this report to your committee clarified the role of Palestinian legislation and the absence of the parliament in narrowing the civil-cultural space.t 
59. The report issued by the United Nations-affiliated Independent International Investigation Committee clearly indicated that human rights defenders have been subjected to incitement campaigns and hate speech by "groups opposing gender rights." These groups object to the implementation of the convention to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women and the related activities carried out by human rights defenders. These groups led and supported by leaders from conservative religious and traditional communities, as well as political groups, have launched comprehensive campaigns against gender rights. These campaigns involved marches, public advertisements, and online hate campaigns, including on social media accounts with tens of thousands of followers. These groups spread messages of hatred, threats, incitement to violence, sectarian slurs, defamation, and misleading information. (22/53/HRC/A, paragraph 59). This report, submitted to your esteemed committee, clarified the prominent role of these groups and their ideology in the violations that targeted the Palestinian cultural sector. The intensity of these violations escalated in 2022 through incitement, hate speech, and serious attacks against cultural institutions and their staff by these groups. The security agencies and official bodies refused to provide protection for cultural sector institutions, and the State of Palestine violated its commitments under this covenant.
60. The report issued by the United Nations-affiliated Independent International Investigation Committee clearly affirmed that the Palestinian police conspicuously fail to protect individuals from violent attacks carried out by groups opposing gender rights. In one of these instances, a group of around 40 individuals attacked a cultural center with stones after organizers demanded the cancellation of a musical event based on perceived sexual orientation of the artist. The exterior part of the center was destroyed, and at least two attendees were injured. The Palestinian police did not respond to repeated phone calls from the victims seeking help, and despite being present outside the cultural center, they did not intervene when the attack occurred. Following the attack, the police arrested several attendees without informing them of the reasons for their detention [the victims]. To the best of the committee's knowledge [Independent International Investigation Committee], no perpetrators have been pursued, despite their public exposure on social media platforms, where they posted incitement and hate speech. The center had to close its doors and halt all activities out of fear of further retaliatory acts. (22/53/HRC/A, paragraph 67). The content in the report from the United Nations-affiliated Independent International Investigation Committee regarding the assaults targeting the "Cultural Storehouse Center" confirms the accuracy of the documentation and information presented in this report submitted by Palestinian independent cultural coalitions and institutions to your esteemed committee. This report also clarified the escalating attacks during the summer of 2022 that affected Ashtar Theater, the A.M Qattan Foundation, the Tamer Institute for Community Education, and other independent cultural institutions. The report highlighted the physical and material assaults, threats, incitement, and hate speech carried out against artists, including women and men, by groups opposing gender rights. Furthermore, it pointed out the Palestinian state's failure to fulfill its obligations toward cultural rights based on respect, protection, and fulfillment.
61. The partners recommend your esteemed committee to request the Palestinian delegation to provide "clear and specific answers" regarding the conclusions and recommendations outlined in the report of the United Nations-affiliated Independent International Investigation Committee concerning the violations that have affected the Palestinian cultural sector and the narrowing of the civil-cultural space. They also urge the delegation to specify mechanisms for accountability and addressing the violations mentioned in the report, along with ways to provide justice to the victims and ensure non-repetition. Furthermore, they call for the enforcement of Palestine's commitments in the realm of cultural rights, which are based on "respect, protection, and fulfillment." It is also suggested to establish a timeline for conducting general elections for the presidency, legislative council, and national council while engaging in a transitional justice program and implementing substantial reforms in the political system to ensure the protection of cultural freedoms, freedom of opinion, creativity, and the provisions of this covenant.
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