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Minceirs Whiden (Cant for Travellers talking) Ireland only all Traveller Forum welcomes the opportunity to make this submission to (CERD) Committee on the Elimination on all forms of Racial Discrimination 100th session (25 November – 13th December 2019)
August 2019

Suggested list of Themes and Questions for the Irish State
Minceirs Whiden (Cant for Travellers talking) Irelands only all Traveller forum is a national Travellers organisation formed in 2004 with Traveller membership spread right throughout Ireland.   Minceirs Whiden is a safe space where the Travellers could come together as a community to discuss the issues affecting our community and identify collective responses to these issues. 
Our mission is to promote the recognition and understanding of the Irish Traveller culture and identity, as Ireland’s only indigenous ethnicity minority group who have been part of the fabric of Irish society for over a millennium.
Minceirs Whiden works towards the full participation and inclusion of Irish Travellers in all aspects of economic, social, cultural and political life in Ireland, where our community is treated with respect and equality and our people can be proud and confident to hold up their Traveller identity without fear or prejudice. 
Minceirs Whiden believe in equality and justice for all and work in solidarity with human rights groups and organisations


For further information contact 
Kathleen Sherlock Minceirs Whiden Coordinator                      Jim O’Brien Minceirs Whiden Chairperson Kathleen.minceirswhiden@gmail.com                                         office.minceirswhiden@gmaail.com 
Tel: 085 880 4450                                                                            Tel:  0860613512






The Traveller community is in Crisis
We must start of this submission by stating that the Traveller community is in crisis, the evidence is there for everyone to see, that the Traveller community is at the top of every negative statistic and the bottom of positive outcomes in Irish Society, i.e.  education, employment, health, life expectancy, depression, addiction, and escalating suicide rates.
 The root cause of the crisis  is anti-Traveller bias that is deeply  embedded within Irish society, an anti-Traveller bias that has gone un checked and in fact has its roots in assimilation policies implemented by governments of the past (1960’s), the people who made these decision are long gone, it’s very likely  that the majority would be horrified to see the legacy of these policies.  
Legacy and Impact of past political decision on the Traveller community,
Our community the Traveller Community continues to be impacted by the decisions of the past. We are a community in Crisis desperately imploring our government to implement the actions that can and will halt the  devastation of the Traveller community, we are haemorrhaging people, through chronic illness and ill health caused by poverty and poor living conditions, and the impact of discrimination, racism and social isolation.
We have a growing number of Travellers who have lost their ability to cope, we are losing these people to addiction and suicide.  For many years this was predominantly youths and young men but this is no longer the cause, suicide and addiction and self-harm is happening in both genders and at all ages within the Traveller community at frightening rates.
As a community we can’t go on like this every day we are losing members of our tiny community less than 40,000 people in the regain of 36,000 in Ireland these are our friends and family members. 
As a community we are living in a constant state of anxiety, fear and emotional pain.  If we continue to lose people at the rates we have over past numbers of years the Irish Traveller community will be wiped out. 
Travellers activist & leaders are worn down with the sense of powerlessness in how our community is disintegrating before our eyes and the knowledge that we can’t get seem to get the message through to those in power to implement the policies and actions necessary to halt the destruction of our community. Our fears for what will happen to the community is what keeps us motivated.
Irish Government - 
Just as the Traveller community is dealing with the legacy of past government decisions, so too is the government of today.  We need the Irish Government (our government) to do the right thing to take decisive actions to implement that policies to give the lifeline the Traveller community needs that will halt the destruction of the Traveller community who are right now imploding.  
Acknowledgements
Before going on to the themes we like CERD to raise with the Irish State we like to acknowledge
 The role the department of Equality and Justice for their going support those that we have engaged with these have shown an awareness for the plight of the Traveller community and a desire to see the lives of the Traveller community improve.  
The role National Traveller Roma Inclusion Strategy on developing strategies and implementing policies, that can improve the lives of the Traveller community.
 Minister of State David Stanton for Equality, Immigration and Integration for his Chairing of the National Traveller Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS) Steering group whose support in this ongoing program we greatly appreciate. 
However, with respect this isn’t enough as a community we need to see tangible actions and visible results, the Traveller community needs to see light at the end of the tunnel.  We need the Irish State to take a stand for the Traveller community and implement policies that will deliver the results that the Traveller community need and deserve. 

The key themes Minceirs Whiden would like to put forward to the CERD Committee to raise with the Irish Government.
1. Access to Public Service Irish Traveller – Accommodation, Education, Health  
2. UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
3. Prohibition of Racial Incitement in Ireland & Ethnic Profiling in Policing Services
4. Traveller and Roma Communities

1. Access to Public Service.

1.1 Accommodation
The unprecedented nature of the housing and homeless crisis in Ireland has worsened the accommodation situation for Irish Travellers in Ireland.  
It important to highlight that Irish Traveller have been experiencing accommodation for decades. The Irish government acknowledged over 20 years ago the Traveller accommodation crisis and made a commitment to resolve this by tasking Local Authorities (TAP) develop and implement Traveller Accommodation Plans (TAP) yet 20 years later crisis is worse. 
 The current 2019 Traveller Accommodation Budget is a mere €13 million.
An independent review of the provision of Traveller accommodation, published in 2017, found that in total, 6,394 units / families have been accommodated through TAPs, against a target of 9,390 (68%).
This review also found that between 2000-2004, €135 million was spent on Traveller accommodation and this dropped to €20.8 million between 2014-2018.[2] Substantial parts of the reduced budgets
have remained unspent, with no incentives or sanctions in place to ensure that Local Authorities meet their legal obligations.
 Local authorities are significantly under-spending regarding the provision of Traveller accommodation and thus failing to achieve even half of their targeted provision at present. For example, in 2018, over €5.5 million, almost half (48%) of allocated budgets to local authorities to spend on Traveller specific accommodation was sent back unspent. 
Travellers are experiencing significant levels of over-crowding and sub-standard accommodation, and Travellers continue to be significantly over-represented in the homeless population. 
Travellers account for less than 1% of the national population but make up 9% of the homeless population in Ireland. We note that this is an undercount as the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government’s annual census reports that approximately 15% of
Travellers are homeless.
  In June 2019, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) urged Ireland to “impose dissuasive sanctions on local authorities for failure to spend funding allocated for Traveller accommodation or, alternatively, to remove this responsibility from local authorities and to place it under the remit of a central housing commission.

Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee ask the Irish State:  
· to state its intentions and timeframe to overhaul the Housing (Traveller Accommodation Act 1998 and other relevant legislations and policies which impact on the provision of accommodation of the Traveller community, including the Housing -Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2002 which gives the state power to evict Travellers.  As recommended by the Independent Expert Group on Traveller accommodation 2019, the Traveller community and numerous International Human Rights bodies.

1.2 Traveller Education 

The Traveller community continues to experience sever education disadvantaged - the entrenched education inequality gap, between Traveller children and their settled peers, persists, with levels of educational attainment for Traveller children remaining unacceptably low. 
The majority of primary level educational supports that had been in place for Travellers were withdrawn following the austerity budget of 2011 and have not been reinstated. Between 2008 and 2012, State funding to Traveller-specific educational supports was reduced by 86.6%. Vital education supports have not been reinstated, despite significant improvements in the Irish economy. 
We have witnessed a regression in the progress that was being made in Traveller education this is very worrying for the Travellers community as is the growing awareness of  Traveller children being put on reduced timetables, to date we have been able to get accurate figures of the number of children involved. 
As a community we know that lack of proper education is putting our children’s further and further behind and is reducing their likelihood of accessing meaningful employment with the potential of breaking free of poverty. 
There is an urgent need for a comprehensive review of the Traveller Education Strategy.   
Much of the 2006 Traveller Education Strategy has yet to be implemented and the advisory forum to oversee the implementation of the Strategy has not convened since 2016.  In 2017, a commitment was made to complete the review of the 2006 Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education Strategy that review is yet to be published. The Traveller Education Advisory Consultative Forum (2009-2015) has been dismantled in favour of a NTRIS working group established to advance limited NTRIS actions on Traveller education.

Minceirs Whiden would like to acknowledge the positive development in the forthcoming legislation to include Traveller culture and history into the school curriculum and the cross-party support for the Traveller Culture and Education Bill.


Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee to ask the Irish State to provide a timeframe for: 

· The completion and publication of the review of the 2006 Report and Recommendations for a Traveller Education Strategy? 
· The actual development of a Traveller Education Strategy with strategic participation of Traveller representative groups.

1.3 Traveller Health and Traveller Mental Health 
Traveller Health 
Research unveils stark inequalities for Travellers in relation to access, participation and outcomes in health. The All Ireland Traveller Health Study (AITHS) revealed the following results for Travellers in comparison to the general population:
· Life expectancy for Traveller men is 15.1 years & Traveller women 11.5 years less than men/women in the general population 
· Infant mortality rate is 3.6 times higher.
· Suicide rate among Traveller men is 6.6 times higher and accounts for 11% of Traveller deaths. 
As a community we know that Traveller suicides is increasingly at a rapid pace the actual figure is now very likely to be far higher that the above 11% (we are seeing and hearing about increasing numbers of suicides in 2019). 
We know that many Travellers have died within hours or days of being turned away from services (because it was out of hours or no immediate supports available), this deepens the grief families experience, in thinking nobody care whether Travellers live or die. 
We need to make this point very clear that the risk of suicide is so high within our community, that when a member of the Traveller community is presented by either themselves or their families as a risk of suicide this need to taken seriously and immediate intervention needs to be in place. 
Travellers deaths as a result of addiction or accidental overdoes is not included within the above statistic.  
While Minceirs Whiden welcomed the development of detailed action Traveller Health Action Plan (NTHAP), as per Action 73 of NTRIS.9. A comprehensive regional consultation process took place in 2018 with participation of Travellers, Traveller organisations, statutory and voluntary agencies. 
We believe that URGENT ACTION AND INTERVENTION is needed to address the escalating levels of suicide and addictions within our community. We have far too many grieving families and orphaned children as a result. 
This situation cannot be allowed to continue. 

Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee to ask the Irish State to: 
· Give timeline for the Implementation of a National Traveller Health Action Plan.
· Implement a national Traveller Suicide intervention strategy as a matter of urgency.


2. UN Sustainable Development Goals) 

2.1 Traveller Employment 
Despite of the fact the we have 84% unemployment with the Travellers community and that we have  been identified as having higher incidences of experiencing more direct discrimination than any other grouping in Ireland, our community has been  have largely been omitted from national poverty reduction, training and employment initiatives. 
The Local Government Reform Act (2014) which implemented ‘Putting People First – action programme for effective local government’ gave a key role to local authorities to lead economic, social and community development locally. 
Yet according to mid-term review of Local and Community Development Programme, Travellers constituted a mere 1% of total beneficiaries. Data from Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) shows that only 8% of local community groups were working with Travellers in 2016 (having declined from 12% in 2015). Travellers represented less than 3% of the overall SICAP caseload in 2016 and therefore represent the lowest level of engagement within SICAP of all target groups.
Traveller employment largely remains within independent Traveller organisations with the support of State funding, our community experience direct discrimination in access employment including those with 2nd and 3rd level education and qualifications. Far too many Travellers have to resorted to hiding their identity in order to access employment. 
Minceirs Whiden welcomed the Traveller Employment NTRIS sub-group we need to see this creating and implementing a national strategy for real employment within our community.

Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee to ask the Irish State to provide:
· Commitment to reducing to implementing a Traveller Employment Strategy. 
· Timeframe on implementing this strategy and targets.


3.. Prohibition of Racial Incitement in Ireland & Ethnic Profiling in Policing Services
3.1 There is currently no legislation dealing with hate crime, and the legislation dealing with hate speech is ineffective.

The Traveller community continues to experience discrimination anti-Traveller bias and blatant racism those with anti-Traveller bias feel free to speak and write negatively about the Traveller community and exclude of community from accessing services, our people continue to experience anti-Traveller bias or  discrimination in accessing accommodation and employment.  
Our children continue to experience bully, name calling  and harassment within the school system and on social media all because of their /our Ethnic Irish Traveller identity we are in no doubt this is having a very negative impact on the emotional, mental and physical wellbeing our community, and is a very significant factor in the increasing levels of  depression, addiction and suicide that has taken hold of the Traveller community.
Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee to ask the Irish State to: 

Provide details of legislative, disciplinary or other procedures to be put in place to prohibit, prevent and monitor ethnic profiling within the police force, and to prevent hate crime and hate speech in the State.
2015). Travellers represented less than 3% of the overall SICAP caseload in 2016 and therefore represent the lowest level of engagement within SICAP of all target groups. Support

4.Traveller and Roma Communities 
4.1 Supporting the development of Irish Traveller political participation and political representation.  There is a real need to have address the lack of Irish Traveller visibility within the Irish political arena, no community in Ireland since the formation of the Irish State has been so negatively impacted by political decisions and political inactions as the Irish Traveller community.  
Countless examples of election candidates harnessing anti-Traveller sentiment for political gain during elections at both local and national level.  Policies have been put forward and implemented that directly and disproportionally negatively impact the Traveller community without a community having a voice in the arenas where these decisions are made.  The continued failures to deliver on Traveller accommodation is rooted in some local elected officials blocking Traveller accommodation to garner favour from constituents with anti-Traveller bias and racism.
Minceirs Whiden has been at the forefront in engaging with the Traveller community on the importance of political participation and encouraging members of the Traveller community to contest elections, In Feb 2019  with the support of the Dept of Equality and Justice Minceirs Whiden held the first National Traveller Political Participation Conference and launched Traveller political participation handbook, both very significant  
 And at the 2019 Local Elections our community made history when 5 members of the Traveller community ran as election candidates. This really engaged our community and increased the numbers of Travellers getting register to vote and voting. 
 Sadly, no of the candidates were elected this was a huge disappointment but something that we knew was likely to happen not because of their abilities these were strong, competent and capable people but because of the huge disadvantaged they had because of their Ethnic Irish Traveller identity. 
Minceirs Whiden asks the CERD Committee to ask the Irish State to: 

Provide details of a strategy to support the development of Irish Traveller political participation and political representation within the Irish political arenas. 


Conclusion - Minceirs Whiden extends our solidarity with the Roma Community in Ireland, their history of discrimination and exclusion in their countries of origin bears striking similarities to those of the Traveller community, sadly many continue to experience discrimination and exclusion here in Ireland.

Minceirs Whiden endorse recommendations made by Pavee Point who works directly with the Roma Community in Ireland.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Minceirs Whiden (Cant for Travellers talking) Ireland on all Traveller Forum.  Submission to (CERD) Committee on the Elimination on all forms of Racial Discrimination 100th Session (25 November – 13th December 2019).      Minceirs Whiden Office, Floor 2, Our Lady of Lourdes Community Centre, Childers Road, Limerick. Tel: 085 880 4450. Email: office.minceirswhiden@gmail.com 


image1.wmf


