Opening statement 15th Session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
29 March 2016

Orest Nowosad, Chief, Groups in Focus Section
***
Words of welcome
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

· In September 2015, Member States of the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the UN Sustainable Development Summit.
·  The negotiation process of the 2030 agenda spanned more than two years and featured the unprecedented participation of civil society, including organizations of persons with disabilities and other stakeholders. 
· The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development represents a large step forward for the equal rights of persons with disabilities.
· Disability is referenced in various parts of the new agenda. 
· Goal 4, on education, calls for accessible and inclusive education facilities which provide safe, non-violent, quality and effective learning environments for all. 
· Goal 8 aims to achieve full and productive employment for all women and men, including for persons with disabilities. 
· Goal 10 strives to reduce inequality within and among countries through social, economic and political participation by all, including persons with disabilities. 
· Goal 11 calls for inclusive, safe and sustainable cities and human settlements, with transport systems that meet the needs of those in vulnerable situations, such as persons with disabilities. 
· And Goal 17, on data and accountability, will significantly improve the availability of disaggregated data, making persons with disabilities far more “visible” to partners.
· The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should be considered the key guiding document to achieve the new development agenda for persons with disabilities.
· During its 54th session held at UN Headquarters from 3 to 12 February 2016, the Commission for Social Development held a multi-stakeholder panel discussion on implementation of the post-2015 development agenda in light of the UNCRPD.   Given the importance of the inclusion of disability in the 2030 agenda, the Commission decided to create an annual multi-stakeholder panel to share good practices and monitor progress made in relation to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for persons with disabilities. 
International efforts toward disability-inclusive SDG indicators

· Indicators are important to measure the progress of implementation of the new Agenda for persons with disabilities and to make sure that no one is left behind.
· The Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) has agreed on an overarching principle of data disaggregation to accompany the list of indicators, including disaggregation of data on the basis of disabilities.
· In its report of January 2016 to the Statistic  Commission, the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators included  11 indicators on disability in the overall ‘Final list of proposed Sustainable Development Goal Indicators’. 
· According to General Assembly resolution 70/1, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the global indicator framework developed by the Inter Agency Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), was recently agreed by the UN Statistical Commission at its forty-seventh session this March which shall then be put for adoption by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly, in line with existing mandates.  We shall keep you informed of relevant developments
9th Conference of States parties to the Convention 

· The 9th session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the CRPD will be held from 14 to 16 June 2016 at UN Headquarters in New York. 

· The overarching theme of this year's session is "Implementing the 2030 development agenda for all persons with disabilities: Leaving no one behind".
·  The sub-themes are: eliminating poverty and inequality for all persons with disabilities; promoting the rights of persons with mental and intellectual disabilities; enhancing accessibility to information and technology and inclusive development; and celebrating the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the CRPD.
· This year’s session will include elections for nine members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to replace those whose terms are due to expire in December 2016. 
· I am pleased to announce that we have some funds available to also assist with the holding of potential side events during this important meeting.
Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly

· In November 2015, the Third Committee adopted a resolution on realizing an inclusive and accessible United Nations for all persons with disabilities (A/C.3/70/L.25) under agenda item 72 (Human Rights). The resolution entitled “Toward the full realization of an inclusive and accessible United Nations for persons with disabilities” calls upon the Secretary-General to take measures to create an accessible and inclusive non-discriminatory environment at the UN, as well as to raise awareness of UN staff on disability issues. Furthermore, the resolution requests a comprehensive report on the status of inclusion and accessibility at the UN, as well as for recommendations on measures for improvement.  
· In its resolution A/C.3/70/L.25/Rev.1, on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol, the General Assembly invites the President of the General Assembly to convene a high-level panel meeting in late 2016 to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention, aimed at promoting its universalization. It also urges States to support the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by supporting the disaggregation of data by disability and specific indicators to measure the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
· The resolution also requested the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-second session in 2017 a report on the situation of women and girls with disabilities. It also invites the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities to address and engage in annual interactive dialogues with the General Assembly.
· In an important development, the Third Committee adopted a resolution on persons with albinism (A/C.3/70/L.14/Rev.1) under agenda item 28 (Social Development). The resolution expressed concern over the current situation of persons with albinism in society and reaffirms the need for their participation in development efforts. Citing the UNCRPD and other human rights instruments, the resolution encourages Member States to continue to uphold the rights of persons of albinism, including the rights to life, liberty, security of person, education, work, an adequate standard of living and the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. It further requests the Secretary-General to present a comprehensive report with recommendations to the General Assembly at its seventy-second session in 2017, on the various social development challenges faced by persons with albinism, taking into consideration the specific needs of women and children with albinism.
OHCHR activities

· OHCHR advocated for the inclusion of a human rights based approach in the negotiations which led to the adoption of the 2030 Development Agenda and in the development of indicators related to the Sustainable development goals and targets. OHCHR has also made advocacy for the disaggregation of data, including on the basis of disability. OHCHR has started a project for the development of indicators related to the provisions of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· The Office prepared a thematic study on the rights of persons with disabilities under article 11 of the Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities on situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies. During the Human Rights Council annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities, held on 4 March, 2016, the High Commissioner presented the report of his Office. In his statement, the High Commissioner stressed the need of much greater focus on the needs and voices of persons with disabilities in programmes and planning for emergency responses, as well as for social inclusion and reconstruction. He called upon Member States to step up their efforts in ensuring that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations can participate in designing, implementing, supervising and evaluating emergency programmes. 

· The Office has continued supporting the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the newly established Human Rights Council mandate of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of Human Rights by Persons with Albinism. The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ms Catalina Devandas Aguilar, carried out country visits to the Republic of Moldova and to Paraguay in 2015 and submitted her two first reports, on the right of persons with disabilities to social protection, submitted in late 2015 to the General Assembly, and her report on the right of persons with disabilities to participate in decision-making, submitted in March 2016 to the Human Rights Council. 
· The Independent expert on the enjoyment of Human Rights by Persons with Albinism, Ms Ikponwosa Ero, took up her mandate on 1 August 2015, and presented her first report to the Human Rights Council on 4 March 2016. In this report, the Independent Expert identified as a priority the promotion of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to address issues faced by persons with albinism related to vision impairment. 
· Our office has also been involved in the preparatory process of the World Humanitarian Summit, which will be held in Istanbul, Turkey, 23-24 May 2016. The High Commissioner, addressing the Human Rights Council in March 2016, indicated that the World Humanitarian Summit offers an opportunity to not only raise awareness on the challenges faced by persons with disabilities, but also to take real steps towards change, including through high level political support at the international level to promote funding,  and acceptance of internationally agreed principles and guidelines, which will enable humanitarian field operations to respond adequately to their needs and rights.   I am pleased to note that one of your members shall participate in the Summit.
· In 2015 the Human Rights Council decided that the 2016 annual meeting of the Social Forum, to be held from 3-5 October 2016 in Geneva  shall l focus on the promotion and full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. OHCHR has engaged in broad consultations with Member States, disability-related UN mandates, UN agencies and civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities in the planning process of the Forum. The Forum will review the achievements obtained in the implementation of the Convention in the past decade, and identified key challenges for years to come under the 2030 Agenda for development.  In his statement to the Human Rights Council in March 2016, the High Commissioner encouraged States to support the broad participation of civil society in the Forum.  We shall discuss this Forum within the Bureau during this session.
· With regard to international sign interpretation, the Division of Conference Management here in Geneva and the secretariat of the Committee have been working together with the World Association of Sign Language interpreters to improve the provision of international sign interpretation to the meetings of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
· Under an extra budgetary pilot project, the United Nations will provide as of mid-2016 the webcasting of all public meetings of human rights treaty bodies during one year, including the CRPD ones. Meanwhile during its 71st session, under paragraph 22 of GA resolution 68/268 the General Assembly will consider establishing webcasting of the human rights treaty bodies to make all committees, including CRPD, more accessible and visible.
WIPO – Moving closer towards the 20 ratifications for the entry into force of the Marrakech Treaty

· With the recent ratifications by the Democratic Republic of the Peoples of Korea  and Peru in February 2016, the Marrakech Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, is moving closer towards the 20 ratifications required for its entry into force. The Treaty adopted by Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization  on 27 June 2013, has been ratified by ratified by fifteen countries.
Closing remarks
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