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Kazakhstan’s report to the Human Rights Committee
The initial state party report to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/KAZ/1) makes no reference to corporal punishment of children. In the List of Issues for Kazakhstan (CCPR/C/KAZ/Q/1), the Committee asks what measures have been taken to abolish all forms of corporal punishment (Question 14). In its written reply, the Government refers to measures which protect children’s rights in children’s homes and education centres but does not give explicit information concerning legal prohibition of corporal punishment and its implementation (paras. 48 and 49).
Corporal punishment of children in Kazakhstan
Corporal punishment of children in Kazakhstan is unlawful in the penal system (as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions) and in alternative care settings with the exception of foster care and kinship care. It is not explicitly prohibited in the home. It is reportedly unlawful in schools under the Child’s Rights Law, though we have been unable to verify this information. It is not prohibited in military schools.
According to research by UNICEF, 54% of children in Kazakhstan aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment and/or psychological aggression in the home during the month before the survey in 2005-2006. One per cent experienced severe physical punishment (being hit or slapped on the face, head or ears or being hit over and over with an implement) and half experienced psychological aggression (being shouted at, yelled at, screamed at or insulted). Boys were slightly more likely than girls to experience violent discipline (56% cf 51%), and children aged 5-9 were more likely to experience violent discipline than those of other ages (57% cf 47% for 2-4 year olds and 55% for 10-14 year olds).
 A national survey in 2002 led specialists to estimate that 60-80% of children are subject to violence by parents, adults and children, with the number increasing.

Recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment of children have been made repeatedly by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

The Human Rights Committee’s recommendations to Kazakhstan
We hope the Human Rights Committee will recommend that Kazakhstan should:

· explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in the home, schools and all forms of alternative care
· support law reform with appropriate public education and awareness raising and the promotion of positive, non-violent parenting.
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