[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello. My name is Maya-Natuk, I am 16 years old and I am from Greenland. 
 
I am a member of the General Comment 26 Children’s Advisory Team, also known as the CAT. The Children’s Advisory Team works with Committee on the Rights of the Child to help children’s participation in the development of GC26/ or General Comment number 26. In this team, we are 13 children across the whole world. Us representatives are aged from 11-17 years old and have had a lot of experience with the devastating development of the climate changes in our countries. 

Surely, too much experience, as these experiences happen repeatedly, and are getting worse by the minute. 

The CAT have been working together for almost a year now, a year with online meetings, chats between the advisors, and a lot of supporting one another. In the meetings we speak about how far along we are in the process, what we need to remember while working with the Committee, our thoughts and input on what really needs to be in, the upcoming new General Comment. Our meetings have been a safe place to speak our minds and be heard and respected for our voices and what we chose to stand for. That is one of the things I have enjoyed the most. 

I personally got involved in children’s rights after having seen how children’s rights were discriminated or denied in not only my country but in others as well.

In Greenland, we are doing a lot to prevent children’s rights from being violated in our country. 
We have organisation that exist to specifically listen to children regarding what the ministers in Greenland shall do to better the rights of the child. We have people that children can call if they need, regarding the climate, personal problems, or other matters. There are also people that make sure that children’s rights and needs are met by the government. But, as in many other countries, enough still isn’t done. 

I have met children who are scared of what’s happening with the climate change, they feel un safe. And that’s because they really aren’t safe. Article number 19 in the children’s rights says “Protection from violence” That also implicates feeling safe. Article number 29 “social or economic help or safety”. Because of the permafrost houses get damaged. Because of the change in weather, and of-course our Greenlandic ice that is melting, the animals change locations. Many people live off of hunting or fishing. So, it effects people’s income and therefore the children also. Storms are worst than ever, power is down, internet is down. In the villages and cities, we rely on the Internet and the school to give information. Therefore, Article number 17 “Access to information” is also violated. 
 
I can stand here and talk about how children’s rights are related to the environment and climate change. But the thing is that the Convention isn’t specific. People can discuss, pros and cons. “Does the climate really affect children?”. That is why we need this General Comment. There should not be any possible way that people, the countries, the governments can make excuses for how it doesn’t affect a child. There isn’t any law that says specifically “prioritise the children”. 

So for that reason you need children’s participation to exactly tell you how we feel and what we need from you. This includes us as child advisors and all the thousands of children taking part in the consultations all over the world. Only this will give you a General Comment that stands so true to us children. A General Comment that the world can take and say, “The following decisions we cannot make because it would negatively affect the children.” That’s the difference I hope the General Comment will make.
 
Now after getting all my opinions out in the open. I would love to show you this video with messages from some of the other child advisors, that really says something important. Enjoy. 


 

