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[bookmark: _Toc174653876]1.  Summary: Intersex, IGM and Human Rights in Mexico
Dear Committee on the Rights of the Child
All typical forms of IGM practices are still practised in Mexico today, facilitated and paid for by the State party via the public health care system operated by the Ministry of Health (Secretaría de Salud). Intersex persons are also denied needed health care, and children prevented from attending school and unable to obtain official papers. Parents and children are misinformed, kept in the dark, sworn to secrecy, kept isolated and denied appropriate support. 
In 2018, CEDAW recognised IGM in Mexico as a harmful practice and called for an explicit prohibition (CEDAW/C/MEX/CO/9, para 21-22), and in 2019, CCPR recognised IGM in Mexico as cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and involuntary medical or scientific experimentation, in line with longstanding public criticism and appeals by intersex persons and their organisations, experts and Mexico’s own Human Rights Commission of the Federal District (Comisión de Derechos Humanos del Distrito Federal de la Ciudad de México, CDHDF) and National Council for the Prevention of Discrimination (Consejo Nacional para Prevenir la Discriminación, CONAPRED), as well as some segments of the Ministry of Health (Secretaría de Salud), and notably the State Party’s own 2020-2024 commitments and pledges at the UN Human Rights Council, supporting statements and a resolution recognising IGM as a harmful practice and urging States to “combat” such “violence”.
However, to this day, the State party fails to act.
We therefore would like to urge the Committee to raise intersex genital mutilation in Mexico under harmful practices, asking the State Party about measures taken to
· prohibit and sanction IGM, 
· ensure access to redress and justice, including fair and adequate compensation and as full as possible rehabilitation for victims,
· provide families of intersex children with adequate counselling and support, including peer-support,
and in the Concluding Observations to urge Mexico to adequately protect intersex children from harmful practices, as stipulated in CRC art. 24 para. 3 in conjunction with the CRC-CEDAW Joint general comment No. 18/31 “on harmful practices”.
Thank you for your consideration and kind regards,
Daniela Truffer & Markus Bauer (StopIGM.org / Zwischengeschlecht.org)

[bookmark: _Toc174653877][bookmark: _Toc101000890][bookmark: _Toc111405648][bookmark: _Toc165835368][bookmark: _Toc516594088][bookmark: _Toc475924599][bookmark: _Toc475924776]2.  About the Rapporteurs
StopIGM.org / Zwischengeschlecht.org is an international intersex human rights NGO based in Switzerland, working to end IGM practices and other human rights violations perpetrated on intersex people, according to its motto, “Human Rights for Hermaphrodites, too!” [footnoteRef:1] According to its charter,[footnoteRef:2] StopIGM.org works to support persons concerned seeking redress and justice and regularly reports to relevant UN treaty bodies, often in collaboration with local intersex advocates and NGOs,[footnoteRef:3] substantially contributing to the so far 94 Treaty body Concluding Observations recognising IGM as a serious human rights violation.[footnoteRef:4] Together with local intersex NGOs Brújula Intersexual and Vivir y Ser Intersex StopIGM.org previously reported on Mexico to CEDAW (2018)[footnoteRef:5] and CCPR (2019).[footnoteRef:6] [1: 	https://Zwischengeschlecht.org/  English homepage: https://StopIGM.org ]  [2: 	https://zwischengeschlecht.org/post/Statuten ]  [3:  	https://intersex.shadowreport.org]  [4:  	https://stopigm.org/post/IAD-2016-Soon-20-UN-Reprimands-for-Intersex-Genital-Mutilations ]  [5: 	https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2018-CEDAW-Mexico-NGO-Intersex-Brujula-StopIGM.pdf ]  [6: 	https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2019-CCPR-Mexico-NGO-Intersex-Brujula-StopIGM.pdf ] 

[bookmark: _Toc171706627][bookmark: _Toc174653878][bookmark: _Toc111405641]3.  Precedents: Previous Concluding Observations
[bookmark: _Toc171706628][bookmark: _Toc174653879]a) Harmful Practices: CEDAW 2018 (CEDAW/C/MEX/CO/9, paras 21-22)
Harmful practices
21.	The Committee is concerned about the limited provisions prohibiting unnecessary medical procedures on intersex children and the inadequate support and lack of effective remedies for intersex persons who have undergone medically unnecessary surgical procedures.
22.	In the light of joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee of the Rights of the Child (2014) on harmful practices, the Committee recommends that the State party adopt provisions explicitly prohibiting the performance of unnecessary surgical or other medical procedures on intersex children until they reach an age when they can give their free, prior and informed consent and provide families of intersex children with adequate counselling and support.
[bookmark: _Toc174653880]b) Inhuman Treatment: CCPR 2019 (CCPR/C/MEX/CO/6, paras 12-13)
Discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity
12.	The Committee is concerned about the discrimination and the high level of violence, including a large number of homicides, that are motivated by the victim’s sexual orientation or gender identity and regrets that consolidated data on investigations and prosecutions initiated, convictions and punishments handed down and reparations granted in such cases are not available. In spite of the explanations provided by the State party’s delegation, the Committee is concerned about reports of irreversible and invasive medical procedures being performed on intersex children (arts. 2, 6, 7, 17 and 26).
13.	The State party should adopt the investigation protocols necessary to ensure that: (a) crimes motivated by the victim’s sexual orientation or gender identity are systematically registered and investigated from a gender perspective; (b) the perpetrators of such crimes are investigated, prosecuted and punished appropriately; and (c) victims have access to safe complaint mechanisms, due support and assistance, adequate protection and comprehensive redress. The State party should redouble its efforts to combat stereotypes and prejudice against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and to guarantee that acts of discrimination and violence directed against them are prevented. It should also take steps to stop irreversible medical treatments being performed, in particular surgical procedures performed on intersex children who do not yet have the capacity to give fully informed and free consent, except when these procedures are absolutely necessary from the medical point of view.
[bookmark: _Toc174653881]4.  Mexico’s commitment to “protect intersex children from violence and harmful practices”, “investigate abuses”, “ensure accountability” and “access to remedy”
[bookmark: _Toc101000891][bookmark: _Toc111405649][bookmark: _Toc165835369][bookmark: _Toc174653882]a) UNHRC45 Statement, 01.10.2020
On occasion of the 45th Session of the Human Rights Council the State party supported a public “Joint Statement [...] on the Rights of Intersex Persons” calling to “protect […] intersex adults and children […] so that they live free from violence and harmful practices. Governments should investigate human rights violations and abuses against intersex people, ensure accountability, […] and provide victims with access to remedy.” [footnoteRef:7] [7: 	Statement supported by Mexico (and by 34 other States) during the 45th Session of the Human Rights Council on 1 October 2020, https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/themes/human-rights/hrc-statements/45th-session-human-rights-council/joint-statement-led-austria-rights-intersex-persons ] 

[bookmark: _Toc101000892][bookmark: _Toc111405650][bookmark: _Toc165835370][bookmark: _Toc174653883]b) UNHRC48 Statement, 04.10.2021
On occasion of the 48th Session of the Human Rights Council the State party supported a public follow-up statement reiterating the call to end harmful practices and ensure access to justice:
“Intersex persons also need to be protected from violence and States must ensure accountability for these acts. […]
Furthermore, there is also a need to take measures to protect the autonomy of intersex children and adults and their rights to health and to physical and mental integrity so that they live free from violence and harmful practices. Medically unnecessary surgeries, hormonal treatments and other invasive or irreversible non-vital medical procedures without their free, prior, full and informed consent are harmful to the full enjoyment of the human rights of intersex persons. 
We call on all member states to take measures to combat violence and discrimination against intersex persons, develop policies in close consultations with those affected, ensure accountability, reverse discriminatory laws and provide victims with access to remedy.” [footnoteRef:8] [8: 	Statement supported by Mexico (and 52 other States) during the 48th Session of the Human Rights Council on 4 October 2021, https://www.bmeia.gv.at/oev-genf/speeches/alle/2021/10/united-nations-human-rights-council-48th-session-joint-statement-on-the-human-rights-of-intersex-persons/ ] 

[bookmark: _Toc165835371][bookmark: _Toc174653884]c) UNHRC54 Statement, 04.10.2023
On occasion of the 54th Session of the Human Rights Council the State party supported a public follow-up statement reiterating the call to prohibit harmful practices and inhuman treatment and to ensure access to justice:
“4. Because their bodies are perceived as different, intersex persons, including children, face stigma, misconception and violence, such as forced, coercive, irreversible and non-vital medical interventions. These include so-called “normalising” surgeries that can have life-long negative impacts on their physical and mental health. These harmful practices should be urgently stopped. Human rights of intersex persons need to be respected, so that they can live free from violence, cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment and harmful practices. [...]
8. We call on all States to increase efforts to combat violence, harmful practices and discrimination on the basis of sex characteristics, address their root causes, and implement protective laws and policies in close consultations with those affected, in order to ensure the full realization of human rights of intersex persons.”[footnoteRef:9] [9: 	Statement supported by Mexico (and 55 other States) during the 54th Session of the Human Rights Council on 4 October 2023, https://finlandabroad.fi/web/geneve/current-affairs/-/asset_publisher/h5w4iTUJhNne/content/general-debate-item-8/384951 ] 

[bookmark: _Toc165835372][bookmark: _Toc171706640][bookmark: _Toc174653885][bookmark: _Toc171706646]d) UNHRC55 Intersex Resolution A/HRC/55/L.9 co-sponsored by Mexico,
     21.03.2024
On occasion of the 55th Session of the Human Rights Council, HRC adopted a Resolution promoted by Belgium recognising “violence and harmful practices against intersex persons [...] including medically unnecessary or deferrable interventions [...] performed without the full, free and informed consent of the person”, and urging States to “combat” such “violence”.[footnoteRef:10] [10: 	https://undocs.org/A/HRC/55/L.9] 

[bookmark: _Toc174653886]5.  Most common IGM forms advocated and perpetrated by Mexico
Despite above mentioned commitments and previous Concluding Observations by CEDAW (2018) and CCPR (2019), and longstanding public criticism and appeals by intersex persons and their organisations (see below, p. 7-8), to this day, in Mexico all forms of IGM practices remain widespread and ongoing, promoted, facilitated and paid for by the State party via the public health care system operated by the Ministry of Health (Secretaría de Salud) (as documented in the 2019 CCPR NGO Report together with Brújula Intersexual and Vivir y Ser Intersex, p. 12-17 – with no indication of any changes of the practice).[footnoteRef:11] [11: 	https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2019-CCPR-Mexico-NGO-Intersex-Brujula-StopIGM.pdf ] 

Accordingly, also in 2024 Mexican medical bodies continue to endorse international medical guidelines prescribing all forms of IGM practices (see below).
[bookmark: _Toc516594093][bookmark: _Toc507786410]Currently advocated and practiced forms of IGM in Mexico include:
[bookmark: _Toc19465687][bookmark: _Toc64836450][bookmark: _Toc65413937][bookmark: _Toc174653887]a) IGM 3 – Sterilising Procedures:
    Castration / “Gonadectomy” / Hysterectomy /
    Removal of “Discordant Reproductive Structures” / (Secondary) Sterilisation
    Plus arbitrary imposition of hormones [footnoteRef:12] [12: 	For general information, see 2016 CEDAW NGO Report France, p. 47, https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2016-CEDAW-France-NGO-Zwischengeschlecht-Intersex-IGM.pdf] 

The Mexican Society of Urologists (Sociedad Mexicana de Urología, SMU) endorses the current 2024 Guidelines of the European Association of Urology (EAU),[footnoteRef:13] which include the current ESPU/EAU “Paediatric Urology” Guidelines 2024[footnoteRef:14] of the European Society for Paediatric Urology (ESPU) and the European Association of Urology (EAU) which stress:[footnoteRef:15] [13:  	https://uroweb.org/guidelines/endorsement/ ]  [14:  	https://d56bochluxqnz.cloudfront.net/documents/full-guideline/EAU-Guidelines-on-Paediatric-Urology-2024.pdf ]  [15:  	Ibid., p. 96] 

“The issue of whether gonads should be removed and the timining of such surgery remains controversial and has been altogether questioned in some forms of DSD. Patients with, for example, CAIS benefit from the presence of testicles and the resultant aromatisation of the naturally occuring testosterone to oestrogens. The risk of malignant gonadal transformation in this subcategory is low (1.5%) with cases of malignancy first appearing after the second decade of life, thus allowing for the safe deferal of gonadectomy until after puberty [1279, 1280].”
Further, regarding “when and whether to pursue gonadal or genital surgery”,[footnoteRef:16] the Guidelines refer to the “ESPU/SPU standpoint on the surgical management of Disorders of Sex Development (DSD)”,[footnoteRef:17] which advocates “gonadectomies”: [16:  	Ibid., p. 95]  [17: 	P. Mouriquand, A. Caldamone, P. Malone, J.D. Frank, P. Hoebeke, “The ESPU/SPU standpoint on the surgical management of Disorders of Sex Development (DSD)”, Journal of Pediatric Urology vol. 10, no. 1 (2014), p. 8-10, http://www.jpurol.com/article/S1477-5131(13)00313-6/pdf] 

[bookmark: _Toc475924597][bookmark: _Toc475924774][bookmark: _Toc475924926][bookmark: _Toc507786411][bookmark: _Toc19465688]“Testes are either brought down in boys or removed if dysgenetic with tumour risk or in complete androgen insensitivity syndrome or 5 alpha reductase deficiency. Testicular prostheses can be inserted at puberty at the patient’s request.” 
[bookmark: _Toc64836451][bookmark: _Toc65413938][bookmark: _Toc174653888]

b) IGM 2 – “Feminising Procedures”: Clitoris Amputation/“Reduction”,
    “Vaginoplasty”, “Labiaplasty”, Dilation[footnoteRef:18] [18: 	For general information, see 2016 CEDAW NGO Report France, p. 48, https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2016-CEDAW-France-NGO-Zwischengeschlecht-Intersex-IGM.pdf] 

The Mexican Society of Urologists (Sociedad Mexicana de Urología, SMU) endorses the current 2024 Guidelines of the European Association of Urology (EAU),[footnoteRef:19] which include the current ESPU/EAU “Paediatric Urology” Guidelines 2024[footnoteRef:20] of the European Society for Paediatric Urology (ESPU) and the European Association of Urology (EAU). In chapter 3.18 “Disorders/Differences of sex development”,[footnoteRef:21] despite admitting that “Surgery that alters appearance is not considered urgent” [footnoteRef:22] and that “adverse outcomes have led to recommendations to delay unnecessary [clitoral] surgery to an age when the patient can give informed consent”,[footnoteRef:23] the ESPU/EAU Guidelines nonetheless explicitly refuse to postpone non-emergency surgery, but in contrary insist to continue with non-emergency genital surgery (including partial clitoris amputation) on young children based on “social and emotional conditions” and substituted decision-making by “parents and caregivers implicitly act[ing] in the best interest of their children” [footnoteRef:24] and making “well-informed decisions […] on their behalf”, and further explicitly refusing “prohibition regulations” of unnecessary early surgery,[footnoteRef:25] referring to the 2018 ESPU Open Letter to the Council of Europe (COE),[footnoteRef:26] which further invokes parents’ “social, and cultural considerations” as justifications for early surgery (p. 2). [19:  	https://uroweb.org/guidelines/endorsement/ ]  [20:  	https://d56bochluxqnz.cloudfront.net/documents/full-guideline/EAU-Guidelines-on-Paediatric-Urology-2024.pdf]  [21:  	Ibid., p. 91]  [22:  	Ibid., p. 95]  [23:  	Ibid., p. 95]  [24:  	Ibid., p. 95-96]  [25:  	Ibid., p. 96]  [26:  	https://www.espu.org/images/documents/ESPU_Open_Letter_to_COE_2018-01-26.pdf ] 

[bookmark: _Toc507786412][bookmark: _Toc19465689][bookmark: _Toc64836452][bookmark: _Toc65413939][bookmark: _Toc174653889]c) IGM 1 – “Masculinising Surgery”: Hypospadias “Repair”[footnoteRef:27] [27: 	For general information, see 2016 CEDAW NGO Report France, p. 48-49, https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2016-CEDAW-France-NGO-Zwischengeschlecht-Intersex-IGM.pdf ] 

The Mexican Society of Urologists (Sociedad Mexicana de Urología, SMU) endorses the current 2024 Guidelines of the European Association of Urology (EAU),[footnoteRef:28] which include the current ESPU/EAU “Paediatric Urology” Guidelines 2024[footnoteRef:29] of the European Society for Paediatric Urology (ESPU) and the European Association of Urology (EAU). In chapter 3.7 “Hypospadias”,[footnoteRef:30] the ESPU/EAU Guidelines’ section 3.7.5.3 “Age at surgery” explicitly promotes, “The age at surgery for primary hypospadias repair is usually 6-18 (24) months.” [footnoteRef:31] – despite admitting to the “risk of complications” [footnoteRef:32] and “aesthetic[…]” and “cosmetic” justifications.[footnoteRef:33] [28:  	https://uroweb.org/guidelines/endorsement/ ]  [29:  	https://d56bochluxqnz.cloudfront.net/documents/full-guideline/EAU-Guidelines-on-Paediatric-Urology-2024.pdf ]  [30:  	Ibid., p. 29]  [31:  	Ibid., p. 31]  [32:  	Ibid., p. 31]  [33:  	Ibid., p. 30-31] 



[bookmark: _Toc516530620][bookmark: _Toc19311449][bookmark: _Toc174653890]6.  Mexican Doctors and Officials consciously dismissing Intersex Human Rights
The persistence of IGM practices in Mexican public clinics is a matter of public record,[footnoteRef:34] [footnoteRef:35] [footnoteRef:36] [footnoteRef:37] same as the lifelong severe physical and psychological pain and suffering caused by IGM practices (see personal testimonies in 2019 CCPR NGO Report together with Brújula Intersexual and Vivir y Ser Intersex, p. 24-36). [34:  	Arena Pública (2018), “Cirugías a niños intersexuales violan derechos humanos, pero en México son la norma” (“Surgeries on intersex children violate human rights, but in Mexico they are the norm”),
https://www.arenapublica.com/politicas-publicas/cirugias-ninos-intersexuales-violan-derechos-humanos-pero-en-mexico-son-la-norma ]  [35:  	La Jornada (2009), Intersexuales: la notable excepción de la regla, 
http://www.jornada.unam.mx/2009/05/07/ls-central.html “According to Miguel Ángel Márquez Gutiérrez, head of the Genetics Department at the National Medical Center La Raza, of the Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS), the frequency of " genital ambiguity" - a term used in medical jargon - is one in two thousand births in Mexico and the world. […]" These are diseases that are studied at the third level. The emerging intervention lasts about ten years. For the physician, it has historically been more practical to lead the little person to a woman because of the surgical and functional ease. In many cases, it is decided that a small penis will not work, and then the gonads are removed," he says. Faced with the question "is surgery necessary?", the official responds that in Mexico you can't stop practicing. "The cultural level is very closed; either we are 'A' or we are 'B', there is no need for intermediate points. We're in diapers, we're not trained to understand it."”]  [36:  	Laura Inter (2017), La situación de la comunidad intersexual de México, presentation at hearing of Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), 
https://brujulaintersexual.org/2017/03/26/cidh-la-situacion-comunidad-intersexual-mexico/ ]  [37: 	Eva Alcántara (2008), Pobreza y condición intersexual en México: reflexiones y preguntas en torno al dispositivo médico. In: Mauro Cabral (ed.), Interdicciones: Escrituras de la Intersexualidad en castellano, p. 16–30, https://brujulaintersexual.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/interdicciones2.pdf] 

Also the criticism of persons concerned and their organisations of IGM practices is publicly known,[footnoteRef:38] [footnoteRef:39] [footnoteRef:40] [footnoteRef:41] [footnoteRef:42] [footnoteRef:43] [footnoteRef:44] F[footnoteRef:45] and also in government bodies including the Gobierno del Estado Libre y Soberano de México,[footnoteRef:46] the Comisión Ejecutiva de Atención a Víctimas (CEAV),[footnoteRef:47] the Human Rights Commission of the Federal District (Comisión de Derechos Humanos del Distrito Federal de la Ciudad de México, CDHDF)[footnoteRef:48] [footnoteRef:49] [footnoteRef:50] [footnoteRef:51] [footnoteRef:52] and the National Council for the Prevention of Discrimination (Consejo Nacional para Prevenir la Discriminación, CONAPRED).[footnoteRef:53] [38: 	https://brujulaintersexual.org/category/mexico/ ]  [39: 	https://vivirintersex.org/ ]  [40: 	El Big Data (2015), “Corregir” bebés intersexuales es una violación a los derechos humanos, [offline] https://elbigdata.mx/2015/07/corregir-bebes-intersexuales-es-una-violacion-a-los-derechos-humanos/ ]  [41: 	El Big Data (2015), Mutilación genital, una cirugía donde el paciente no tiene derecho a decidir, [offline] https://elbigdata.mx/2015/07/mutilacion-genital-una-decision-que-toman-por-ti/ ]  [42: 	Laura Inter (2016), Finding my Compass, p. 10-13 (PDF: 17-20), in: Normalizing Intersex, Voices. Personal Stories from the Pages of NIB, Issue 2/2016, 
http://narrativebioethics.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Voices_2016_INTERSEX_FINAL.pdf ]  [43: 	Palabras claras (2017), Viola sector salud derechos de intersex, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20220120165224/https://palabrasclaras.mx/estatal/viola-sector-salud-derechos-intersex/ ]  [44: 	japii (2017), Mutilación genital a bebés intersexuales, https://web.archive.org/web/20220120090944/http://japii.mx/mutilacion-genital-bebes-intersexuales/ ]  [45: 	proceso (2017), La CIDH pide a los Estados respetar la autonomía de personas intersex, https://www.proceso.com.mx/512224/la-cidh-pide-a-los-estados-respetar-la-autonomia-personas-intersex ]  [46:  	Periódico Oficial, Gaceta del Gobierno (2017), Tomo CCIV, No. 46, p. 132, http://legislacion.edomex.gob.mx/sites/legislacion.edomex.gob.mx/files/files/pdf/gct/2017/sep047.pdf “Intersex children may undergo surgery and other interventions without their informed consent or that of their parents, and as adults are also vulnerable to violence and discrimination.”]  [47: 	Comisión Ejecutiva de Atención a Víctimas (CEAV), Comité de Violencia Sexual (2015), Investigación sobre la atención de personas LGBT en México, p. 15, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20180329101820/http://www.ceav.gob.mx/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Investigaci%C3%83%C2%B3n-LGBT-Documento-Completo.pdf 
“Medical violence against intersex people, as most treatments and interventions seek the normalization of their bodies.”]  [48:  	“Foro Inter Visibilidad, Visibilidad Intersex” (2014), see p. 135, [offline]
http://cdhdf.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/informe-anual-2014-2.pdf ]  [49:  	Hana Aoi (2017), 2º Foro Inter Visibilidad en la CDHDF, 
https://vivirintersex.org/2017/12/01/2o-foro-inter-visibilidad-en-la-cdhdf/ ]  [50:  	Mexico City: Second forum on intersex visibility (2017), https://intersexday.org/en/intersex-visibility-mexico-2017/ ]  [51:  	Mexico: CDHDF calls for recognition of intersex people’s rights (2016), 
https://intersexday.org/en/mexico-cdhdf-2016/ ]  [52:  	See p. 118, 127, 169, https://web.archive.org/web/20220120100516/http://www.aldf.gob.mx/archivo-0ed6f04cdee6d13f219a903a904047f1.pdf ]  [53:  	Mexico City: “Intersex visibility, problems and opportunities in Mexico”, 
https://intersexday.org/en/mexico-city-conapred-2017/ ] 

In 2017 also the Mexican Ministry of Health (Secretaría de Salud) criticised involuntary non-urgent genital surgeries and other harmful medical treatment on intersex children in its “Guide of Recommendations for the Care of Intersexuality and Variations of Sexual Differentiation” (Guía de recomendaciones para la Atención de Intersexualidad y Variación en la Diferenciación Sexual) (see CCPR NGO Report together with Brújula Intersexual and Vivir y Ser Intersex,
p. 10-11).[footnoteRef:54] [54: 	https://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2019-CCPR-Mexico-NGO-Intersex-Brujula-StopIGM.pdf ] 

Mexican paediatric surgeons, despite openly admitting to knowledge of relevant criticisms by human rights and ethics bodies, nonetheless continue to consciously refuse to stop advocating, practicing and participating in IGM practices.
Nonetheless, Mexican government bodies refuse to take any appropriate action, but continue to ignore the full human rights implications of IGM, and allow IGM doctors to continue practicing with impunity.


[bookmark: _Toc174653891]7.  Suggested Recommendations

The Rapporteurs respectfully suggest that, with respect to the treatment of intersex persons in Mexico, the Committee includes the following measures in their recommendations to the Mexican Government (in line with this Committee’s previous recommendations on IGM practices).

Harmful practices: Intersex children (art. 24(3))
The Committee is seriously concerned about cases of medically unnecessary and irreversible surgery and other treatment of intersex children and adults without their informed consent, which can cause severe suffering, and the lack of redress and compensation in such cases, and about reports of intersex persons being denied needed health care, and children prevented from attending school and unable to obtain official papers.
With reference to the joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2019) on harmful practices, and taking note of target 5.3 of the Sustainable Development Goals, the Committee urges the State party to:
(a) Adopt necessary provisions explicitly prohibiting the performance of unnecessary surgical or other medical treatment on intersex children until they reach an age when they can give their free, prior and informed consent; and provide families of intersex children with adequate counselling and support.
(b) Undertake investigation of incidents of surgical and other medical treatment of intersex persons without informed consent and adopt legal provisions in order to provide redress to the victims of such treatment, including adequate compensation;
(c) Systematically collect disaggregated data on IGM practices in the State party and make information on the ways to combat these practices widely available;
(d) Educate and train medical professionals on the harmful impact of unnecessary surgical or other medical interventions for intersex children, and ensure that the views of intersex persons are fully considered by the interdisciplinary working groups established to review these procedures;
(e) Ensure that all intersex children have access to legal documents including birth certificates.
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