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Talking Points on OHCHR activities

Human Rights Council

· The next annual day meeting on child rights at the Human Rights Council is taking place on 4th March and will focus on empowering children with disabilities, particularly through inclusive education.  The report presented by OHCHR will be shared with you as soon as it is available. The annual day is a joint effort by a number of partners, including States, UNICEF, civil society, and the CRC (as it is the case every year, one of your members – Jorge Cardona - is joining the panel). We expect that the resolution emanating from the Council will point at the next theme for our work this year which will most likely be linked to child rights and environmental issues.  This is a crucial theme, as you know, for civil society and for children themselves, who are demanding changes and international action in this area. 

· As it has been the case in many other topics, our work in OHCHR and in supporting the Council, goes hand in hand with the work of the Committee. We will therefore build on the outcomes of the Committee’s Day of General Discussion on this topic, with a focus on strengthening the protection of children from exposure to hazardous substances and toxic wastes, which have irreversible consequences for their health and development. 

· A Statement on Child Mortality was presented by a core group of Member States in the last session of the Council, (instead of a resolution), as a way to get some further reflection on next steps and work on this area. A lot of work was done jointly between OHCHR and WHO both in the development of the Technical Guidance on the prevention of child mortality (A/HRC/27/31) and its implementation.  We thank you for continuous recommendations to Member States to implement the TG, as we have growing evidence that a human rights-based approach to health care contributes to improved child mortality outcomes. 

The Human Rights Council Social Forum

· The Social Forum which is a meeting convened by the Human Rights Council, as a space for open and interactive dialogue between civil society actors, representatives of Member States, and intergovernmental organizations, will be devoted this year to the promotion of the rights of children and youth through education. This will be an important event as it coincides with the 30th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. We count on this Committee to be fully involved in the Social Forum.

SDG mandate 

· The Council mandated OHCHR to provide annual child rights inputs to the High Level Political Forum’s review of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda (taking place in New York from 9-18 July). In this context, OHCHR hosted a consultative outreach meeting last November together with the Mission of Uruguay and 25 stakeholder representatives, to gather preliminary inputs on the process and substance of the child rights report. 
· In addition to input on substantive issues, participants highlighted the importance of maximizing the opportunity to promote children’s rights through the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly in 2019 as the Anniversary of the Convention, and given the important thematic focus of the 2019 HLPF review on "empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality" 
· The HLPF review will focus this year (2019) on the goals on education, inequality, climate change, economic growth (with its target to end child labour), and Goal 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions (with its target to end violence against children). 
· The next steps are to finalize the outreach for inputs from all stakeholders within and beyond the UN system, including a request for input from member States. 
· In partnership with Child Rights Connect OHCHR will also be coordinating direct consultation with children through virtual round tables and social media outreach between March and June. 
· While an interim draft input on child rights will be sent to the HLPF Secretariat in April, the final child rights report will be submitted in advance of the global review event (9 July).  
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty

· Following an intense consultative and research process, the Global Study on Children Deprived of their Liberty will be presented to the UN General Assembly this autumn. 

· Last year, consultations were successfully conducted in 8 different countries and questionnaires were shared with Governments, international organizations and other non-governmental organizations. 62 States and almost 40 organizations responded to the call for information. The information collected during the period is now being processed by different research groups assisting the Global study report preparation. As planned, the Study will have dedicated sections on deprivation of liberty associated with administration of justice, migration-related reasons, children of incarcerated parents, institutions, armed conflict and national security grounds.   

· In this regard, it is very timely that in 2019 this Committee is also working on the revision of its General Comment No. 10 (2007) on children’s rights in juvenile justice. Juvenile justice is one of the most sensitive areas where progress in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child over was unsatisfactory around the world. Some recent regressive trends, with the adoption of increasingly punitive measures, are particularly worrying.  We certainly hope that the Global Study conclusion and the revision of the General Comment can increase awareness and action around this topic. 

· We are also particularly interested by the future work of the Committee on the rights of the child in relation to digital media. Further understanding the vast implications of digital media in the promotion and protection of children rights is crucial and urgent given their widespread and irreversible impact of technology in the life of adults and children in the world today. As previously noted, the Office stands ready to support the Committee in this discussion.    


The rights of the child born from surrogacy arrangements

· OHCHR and the Committee, are following closely the development of principles for the protection of the rights of children born from surrogacy arrangements. This is being led by International Social Service, following the report of the SR on Sale of Children on this topic. The discussion on this topic is highly controversial. (I thank Olga Khazova for her very important contributions to the discussion). You will be briefed by ISS, but given the current state of the discussions, it is important that the CRC, which is an independent body, helps moving this forward.  OHCHR and UNICEF are planning to do some Q and A from a child rights perspective on this topic.

Youth 

· Youth is a spotlight population for the OHCHR. In order to initiate our work on youth, and thanks to the generous contribution of the Norwegian Government, we will for the first time, establish National Officers to work on youth in a number of our offices in Bishkek, Beirut, Dakar, Guatemala and Suva. (Pretoria). They will be working to protect and promote young people’s rights, promote participation of young people on public and political affairs and develop capacity on human rights education, among others.
I look forward to our continuous cooperation.
