Global backlash against women’s rights/ Global progress towards full realization of WR
Distinguished representatives of the SP to the CEDAW Convention,

It is an honour for me to address you today on the important issue of progressive implementation of the Convention you are all committed to and which has been monitored by the CEDAW Committee in the last 40 years. 
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women is the most comprehensive source of universal standards for combating discrimination against women and for affirming the rights of women to equality, to identity, autonomy, economic independence and empowerment, including through clear obligations for States parties to adopt temporary special measures, and combat gender stereotyping. Representing a broad framework for countering all forms of discrimination against women for the 189 SParties, CEDAW  encompasses also protection from all forms of GBV AW. In fact, by the adoption in 1992 of the General recommendation 19, it is the CEDAW Committee that for the first time defined and  interpreted gender- based violence as a form of “discrimination against women” that is prohibited by CEDAW and protection is contained in almost all articles of the Convention . GR 19, and subsequently GR 35 on GBV from 2017 updating GR 19 , formed both the basis of all subsequent developments in international law  in the field of VAW and GBV. GR 35 affirmed that the protection against GBV AW is an issue of international customary law and the SPs have been regularly  reporting on and the Committee has been systematically monitoring the implementation of their related obligations.
What was referred to as backlash  in the last few years is the compound effect of  extreme conservative narratives, based on gender stereotypes and overemphasizing on  the traditional family values, and of the effects of COVID- 19 pandemic, with the exacerbation of gender inequalities and injustices as a result of the failure of the states to address COVID crisis and these inequalities. The backlash goes in parallel with  attacks at the internat.  human rights framework, both universal and regional. The attacks  against women’s rights are particularly severe, in addition to the area of GBV AW,  in the sphere of sexual and reproductive health and rights
It is worth mentioning that this is an area where CEDAW Convention and CEDAW jurisprudence provide for protection of women’s access to health and to their SRR. Namely, the Convention enshrines the right for women to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children, rights that can be exercised  with respect to any person or institution. Furthermore, some violations of SRR of women may amount to serious forms of GBV, like criminalisation of abortion, denial or delay
of safe abortion and post-abortion care.
I affirm and I am sure you will agree, that the best way to counter backlash is reinforcing the implementation of the international HR standards, and namely of  CEDAW, “without delay and by all appropriate means” in order to ensure incremental realization of women’s rights, as the Convention requires. Regression and delays are not justified, be it in the spheres mentioned above, but  also, namely,  in the access of women to justice, equal access to work and remuneration, to decision- making positions
I am pleased to observe that during the dialogues after the pandemic SPs  report about  important initiatives for more effective implementation of the Convention and towards the SDGs , adopt new legislation on  gender equality and GBV, adhere to regional HR mechanisms , increase girls’ involvement in education , women’s political participation at national and local level, try to ensure new economic opportunities for women, enhance support and cooperation with women’s NGOs.
The Committee works also in cooperation with other HR mechanism in the direction of enhancing the HR standards- universal and regional, affirming they are indivisible and complementary, and acting against withdrawals from  these standards.
 Examples of such cooperation are the joint statements adopted within the EDVAW Platform/ stands for Independent Expert Mechanisms on Discrimination and Violence against Women/- cooperation between UN, regional HR mechanisms on the issues of VAW and GE./ CEDAW being the TB participating/ also WG DWG, UN SRVAWG, MESEVI,  GREVIO and the 
  African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa (A SRWHR)  

  Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Rapporteur on the Rights of Women (IA RWHR) 

· joint declarations affirming the universality and indivisibility of HR and WR frameworks-
· statements against withdrawal of Turkyie. from the CoE Conv. 210 on prevention and combating VAW and DV
· providing guidance for implementation of obligations in the  in the field of different forms of GBV- SV, GBV in the digital sphere, etc. The Committee will disseminate shortly guidance on HP and CRSV.
And another tool for progress and against any backlash is the practice under the OP CEDAW, ratified by 115 SPs, where the Views of the Committee under the communication procedure propose, in addition to individual compensation for the victims , also recommendations and measures for more general transformative reparations- guarantees for non- repetition, like adoption and amendment of legislation and policies, education and training of professionals on gender equality and on the Convention . Most of the SP give due consideration to these recommendations and we have their cooperation.
So we hope for cooperation with all of you in the next period towards progress and the  full realization of WR.
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