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Committee members I have the Honour to present the Initial report of the Republic of Uganda. Uganda ratified the ICESCR in 1987 but was only able to submit its initial report in July 2012 which is being considered today. A list of issues was generated by the committee during its 53rd sitting and responses to the issues raised have been made. 

In most parts of Uganda, Land use is Arable (21.57 per cent); permanent crops (8.92 per cent); other (69.51 per cent) (2005)
The colonial boundaries created by Britain to delimit Uganda grouped together a wide range of ethnic groups with different political systems and cultures. There are about 20 ethnic groups among them the Baganda (16.9 per cent), Banyakole (9.5 per cent), Basoga (8.4 per cent), Bakiga (6.9 per cent), Iteso (6.4 per cent), Langi (6.1 per cent), Acholi (4.7 per cent), Bagisu (4.6 per cent), Lugbara (4.2 per cent), Banyoro (2.7 per cent), other (29.6 per cent) (2002 Census – results from 2014 Census not yet publicly available)
The official language is English. There are four main linguistic groups, which can be divided roughly by region. Luganda is spoken in the Central area, Luo in the North, Ateso in the east and Runyakitara in the West, but there are also a number of other indigenous languages.
Religious groups include; Roman Catholic (41.9 per cent), Anglican (35.9 per cent), Muslim (12.1 per cent), Pentecostal (4.6 per cent), Seventh Day Adventist (1.5 per cent), other (3.1 per cent), none 0.9 (per cent) (2002 Census)

In 1995, the government restored the legal system to one based on English Common law and customary law.
The President is His Excellency, Gen. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the Prime Minister is Dr Ruhakana Rugunda. The Prime Minister is leader of government business in Parliament and assists the President in the supervision of Cabinet.

Unicameral National Assembly is 332 seats; 215 members elected by popular vote; 104 nominated by legally established special interest groups – women (79), army (10), disabled persons (5), youth (5) and labour (5); 13 ex officio members; to serve five-year terms.

The Judicial Courts of record are the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal and High Court (judges are appointed by the President and approved by the legislature).

Uganda undertakes to honour treaty obligations and to this end endeavours to interpret the various articles contained in the covenant in good faith with a view to realising each covenant’s objectives. This commitment is reiterated under principle xxviii of Uganda’s foreign policy objectives enshrined in the Constitution. Among other things, the foreign policy of Uganda shall be based on the principles of respect for international law and treaty obligations and opposition to all forms of domination, racism and other forms of oppression and exploitation. 

Furthermore, the Uganda Constitution also imposes a general duty on the state to bring domestic laws into conformity with obligations under international law. However rules and obligations imposed by international law will not be binding on Uganda unless they are ratified and translated into national law, but courts can rely on ratified provisions to make judgements through judicial activism. Hence, under article 123 (2) Parliament shall make laws to govern ratification of treaties, conventions agreement or other arrangements committing Uganda in the International sphere. 

As noted above, the Government of Uganda is committed to promotion and protection of human rights including economic, social and cultural rights. To this end it has in the Constitution provided for economic, social cultural rights extensively in its National Objectives and Principles of State Policy for guidance in the interpretation of the Constitution. 

The Government’ commitment to promote the Covenant rights is demonstrated in the establishment of various institutions ranging from the Judiciary, Parliament, line ministries, Amnesty Commission, Equal Opportunities Commission and the Uganda National Human Rights Commission whose mandate includes the sensitization of the population on human rights. The Commission has undertaken awareness programmes to the Police, Army, Government departments and civil society. 

Although, the provisions of the Covenant have not all been domesticated into national law, substantial provisions have been domesticated and effected as will be seen in the discussion in the report. 

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights applies to Uganda, it having been ratified on the 21st day of January 1987 and entered into force on the 21st April 1987. Uganda is yet to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol on Economic Social and Cultural Rights.

[bookmark: _GoBack] Uganda is a dualist State and as such all international instruments that she adopts and or ratifies do not apply directly. Upon ratification, the Treaty or other instrument has to be domesticated under the Treaties Ratification Act. The Covenant on ESCR is therefore not directly enforceable in Uganda. It may also be noted that the Constitution of Uganda provides and recognizes in its Chapter IV some economic, social, cultural rights which may be enforceable and the Judiciary through judicial activism has been enforcing the rights on the covenant.  

The majority of the economic, social and cultural rights as outlined in the Covenant are highlighted in the Constitution as National Objectives and Principles of State Policy 

Although the State recognizes the Covenant under International Law it has not been domesticated into Ugandan law to give effect to its provisions in its entirety. This notwithstanding, Ugandan Courts have adjudicated some rights such as the right to a clean and healthy environment however there has been little reference to the Covenant when interpreting or enforcing relevant domestic legislation. Uganda has not made any Declarations or Reservations under the Covenant on Economic social and Cultural Rights. 

The Government of Uganda in its efforts to meet her obligations under the Covenant has established partnerships and initiatives with its development partners and in so doing received support towards Government programmes relating to the covenant rights discussed in the body of this report. Support has been from International Agencies and International Financial Institutions, Foreign Governments from North America including the USA and Canada, the EU Member states, Asian and Far East states as well as other African states. 

Uganda’s Vision 2040 and the National Development Plan (NDP) recognize several development strategies that put the economic social and cultural rights at the forefront of development planning. Key to these strategies is social protection as one of key strategies for transforming Uganda from a low level to a modern and prosperous country. It emphasizes diversification and provision of comprehensive social protection measures for the different categories of the population as a measure to reduce vulnerability and enhance productivity of the human resource. The Plan outlines activities to “develop and implement social transfer programmes to the older persons 65 years and above, persons with disabilities and the poorest quartile of the population” 
With development programmes in place Uganda has been able to reduce poverty levels from 31.5 in 2005/6 to current 19.7 in year 2012/13.
We welcome the committee comments and issues and look forward to the concluding observations and recommendations.

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY  
MINISTER OF STATE FOR ELDERLY AND DISABILITY AFFAIRS
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