Committee on the Rights of the Child – 3rd session
Opening of the session, 20 January 2020
UNICEF Statement

Mister Chair, dear members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen.

It is very nice to see you all again in this room and we in UNICEF very much look forward to a new year of fruitful cooperation with all of you. 

As we begin 2020, I will focus this short statement on some highlights of the plans of the UNICEF Human Rights Unit for the year. 

First – we will soon complete the documentation of 6 case studies, covering all regions, on how engagement with human rights mechanisms, including the Committee, has impacted on children – and what engagement strategies worked best in triggering this impact. We have been working on this with the Universal Rights Group and will launch the report in two round tables with permanent missions, one in Geneva in the Spring and another one in New York later in the year, possibly during the HLPF. We would of course be happy to involve those of you who are interested in taking part. 

Second – building on the success of the child-friendly version of the CRC and icons produced last year (and again thank you for your support with this), we will produce another version, for the younger children this time, probably in the form of a video animation. If you wish, we will again be happy to involve you. We will of course also continue to promote and disseminate the child-friendly version and icons that are already being used extensively by our country offices and partners. 

Third – we plan to create an online tool on child rights legislative reform, to guide UNICEF country offices in supporting Governments in developing or revising comprehensive child rights codes or bills, and in reflecting child rights in constitutional reforms. The tool will bring together existing guidance, complement gaps where needed and add good practice examples, both in terms of inclusive legislative processes and in terms of progressive legal provisions. We would be pleased to discuss this with interested Committee members, as this tool will also contribute to the implementation of the relevant Committee’s recommendations. 

Fourth – we will continue our work on strengthening UNICEF’s internal capacity on how to apply a child rights approach in practice. This year will be mainly dedicated to establishing a global steering group across UNICEF to create broad ownership, and to agreeing on the storyboard of a beefed up course. The actual course development will take place next year. We will also continue to reflect a human-rights based approach to programming in the various UNICEF programming tools currently under revision. 

Fifth – we will of course continue to actively engage with the various human rights mechanisms – the CRC Committee, but also the other treaty bodies and the UPR, submitting reports on the situation of child rights in the countries under review, suggesting recommendations and supporting their implementation. We will also continue to raise child rights in the thematic and country-specific debates at the HRC, which by the way, as you know, will focus on child rights during its High-level mainstreaming panel on its first session day on 24 February. And we will continue to support the joint CRC/CRPD working group in harmonizing the work of the two Committees.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sixth – we will develop the first UNICEF global guidance to support country offices engagement with IHRIs, including support in establishing and strengthening such institutions. This work will build on our existing toolkit for NHRIs that includes modules on: outreach and promotion with and for children; complaints made by and on behalf of children; and participation and involving children in the work of the NHRI.

In closing, I wish to thank you all for the excellent cooperation last year and look forward to more in the coming months. 

Thank you. 


