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We the undersigned wish to bring the attention of the Committee to the following issues at stake.

The situation in Sri Lanka is not merely far removed from the promise of the ICCPR, it is in contradiction to the ICCPR. Widespread torture, extrajudicial killings, disappearances and the manifest lack of effective remedies through courts stand in stark contrast to the state's obligations under the Covenan
Everywhere in the country there is a hidden cry for the loss of justice. This cry is accompanied by a hidden anger over deep injustice and the lack of remedies for victims. Unrecognised and unaddressed, this anger is liable to explode with shattering effects in all areas of Sri Lanka's social and political life.

Sri Lanka's higher judiciary has generally taken a very conservative view of the country's obligations under international laws such as the ICCPR. While other countries have assimilated such covenants into domestic law, the Sri Lankan judiciary has shown little enthusiasm for the same. The body of domestic case law, particularly on the interpretation of fundamental rights, has not expanded to include the riches of the international jurisprudence that has developed rapidly during the last 60 years.

The resistance that once existed to "external interference" in the development of law is all but gone. It is time to admit a new role for international agencies in the development of new and enlightened jurisprudence in Sri Lanka.

Introduction

The Human Rights Committee considered the combined fourth and fifth reports of Sri Lanka (CCPR/C/LKA/2002/4) during its 2156th and 2157th meetings, held on 31 October and 3 November 2003. It adopted 14 Concluding Observations   contained in   CCPR/CO/79/LKA dated 1st December 2003. We appreciate the efforts taken by the GOSL to adopt in Parliament Act No.56 of 2007 to give effect to ‘certain Articles in the ICCPR’. 

But we regret to inform the Human Rights Committee as it examines the 5th Periodic Report of Sri Lanka adopted by the Committee that following specific recommendations made in CCPR/CO/79/LKA have not been implemented. Consequently, the same issues have been flagged in the latest report and the same had been documented as the list of issues CCPR/C/LKA/Q/5.
ICCPR and the Domestic Law

01. The State Party should ensure that its legislation gives full effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant and that domestic law is harmonized with the obligations undertaken under the Covenant.
The State Party has taken action to promulgate ICCPR Act No.56 of 2007. 
Nonetheless, the Constitutional reform to be undertaken by the National Human Rights Commission to include that the Right to Life be mentioned as a fundamental right in chapter III of the Constitution of Sri Lanka has not yet happened. 
We are also concerned that contrary to the principles enshrined in the Covenant (e.g. the principle of non-discrimination), some Covenant rights are denied to non-citizens without justification.

Issues at stake:
· Performance of the Human Rights Commission - SL
The re-appointment of the members of the Human Rights Commission in 2014 of Sri Lanka, needs to be evaluated alongside the fact that the Commission has been downgraded from an ‘A’ rating to a ‘B’ rating in 2007, partially due to the concerns relating to the appointment process of the Commissioners. The confidence of the public seems to dwindling with actions such as indefinitely postponing the establishment of a National Inquiry on Torture, which in turn projects an image of unreliability withregard to HRCSL. This indeed has raised questions of the objectivity of HRCSL. Replacing a member of the Commission remains non-transparent. Replacing members falls under section 3 of the HRCSL Act, in terms of which, the selection mechanism and measuring the qualifications of the candidates, remain obscure. Forum Asia (2014) ANNI report, pp142, http://www.forum- asia.org/uploads/books/2014/ANNI%202014%20FINAL.pdf
· Discrimination of non-nationals

Detention and deportation of Pakistani Political Asylum Seekers. 205 Pakistani, Afghan and Iranian refugees and asylum-seekers remain in detention in Sri Lanka. UNHCR continues to seek access to them to assess their protection needs. UNHCR Briefing notes (5th August 2014). UNHCR deeply concerned as Sri Lanka continues with deportations, http://www.unhcr.org/53e0c0ae9.html 
· ICCPR Law in Sri Lanka review as inadequate
International Commission of Jurists, November 2012. Authority without Accountability: Crisis of Impunity in Sri Lanka, http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/50ae365b2.pdf 

· Rise of religious extremism and violence of Bodu Bala Sena against Muslim and Christian communities in Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka has an international obligation under the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights ICCPR (1976) to prohibit advocacy of hatred through the necessary law. Sri Lanka ratified the ICCPR in 1980, under its Article 20(2). The State parties have undertaken to make necessary domestic law/s to prevent hate speech/campaigns. The article 20(2) of this Covenant states “any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.
Dr. M. A. M. H. Barry, Campaigning against Hate Speech, Ceylon Today, 25 April 2013, http://www.ceylontoday.lk/59-30631-news-detail-campaigning-against-hate-speech.html
Issues at stake:

· Aluthgama Incident   15 06 2014 BBC report, Jun 16, 2014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3nyhKbKoiI 

· Bodu Bala Sena Meeting – Aluthgama, Published on Jun 15, 2014, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiHEYxOyrfc 
Recommendations

a) The need to bring legislation prohibiting Hate Speech 
Legal provisions prohibiting hate speech are contained in the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) but t hey are implemented only under special circumstances such as a civil war and terrorist threats. The latest Cabinet Memo seeks to incorporate in the Penal Code the legal provisions against hate speech so that they would be part of the common law to be used in preventing racial tension and civil unrest. 
Sandun Jayasekera, Vasu submits Cabinet Memo Banning Hate Speech, Daily Mirror, 24 June 2014, http://www.mea.gov.lk/index.php/en/news-from-other-media/4820-vasu-submits-cabinet-memo-banning-hate-speech-
The drafting of a new law should take into consdieration provisions of the ICCPR section 20 and be within accepted international legal norms.

Restriction on the exercise of Fundamental Rights

2) The State party should bring the provisions of chapter III of the Constitution into conformity with articles 4 and 15 of the Covenant.

The Committee had expressed concern over Article 15 of the Constitution which permits restrictions on the exercise of the fundamental rights set out in chapter III (other than those set out in articles 10, 11, 13.3 and 13.4) which go beyond what is permissible under the provisions of the Covenant (CCPR/CO/79/LKA).
The Government of Sri Lanka has not intorduced reforms considering the recommendations made by the Committee.  The provisions  under the Constitution remains the same.  During the military conflict in the North (2006 -2009) the government continued to utilise Emergency Regulations which severely restricted fundamental rights of citizen’s in the North and East as well as all over the country. The ER remained in force even after the end of the armed conflict ti
Eventhough the ER have been lifted and the war has ended the GOSL has unleashed and assault against democratic activities of citizen’s and civil society both overtly and covertly labelling all dissent as `conspiracy launched to de-stabilise the country and rulers’.  This situation has completely impacted on the rights enjoyed by us under the Constitution and ICCPR in relation to `rights to freedom of assembly,association and expression’.
Evidence for our submission:

· Throughout the period covered by this factsheet, violations of the right to freedom of expression and more generally the rights of the people of Sri Lanka continued with impunity. The state, the police, the military, extremist Buddhist groups and various mobs overtly or covertly backed by the authorities were the main perpetrators of these violations.
Sri Lanka Brief Factsheet No. 1 Sep. 2014, pp 5 http://srilankabrief.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SLB-Fact-sheet-Sep-2014-FOE.pdf
· On 1 July 2014, the National Secretariat for NGOs which operates under the Ministry of Defence and Urban Development issued a circular calling on NGOs to desist from “conducting press conferences, workshops, trainings for journalists and dissemination of press releases.” Indicative of Sri Lankan authorities’ intolerance of dissent, these activities are now being regarded as “unauthorised” and “beyond the mandate” of NGOs. CIVICUS ALERT: Sri Lanka: Worrying developments for Civil Society , Published on Thursday, 31 July 2014 14:35, http://www.civicus.org/index.php/en/link-to-related-newsresources2/2089-civicus-alert-sri-lanka-worrying-developments-for-civil-society 

· Annex: 1  the Circular dated 1st July 2014 of the NGO Secretariat to the NGOs of Sri Lanka  and the Joint Statement issued by the NGO Alliance.
Recommendation: 

a)  To urge the Sri Lankan Government to bring the NGO Secretariat under Civil Administration by removing it from the purview of the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence.
b) To stop forthwith all surveillance of community activities related to peaceful association of  citizens to discuss issues of democracy, relief and rehabilitation issues, and human rights challenges especially in the North which impacts on enjoyment of fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution of Sri Lanka and in the ICCPR.
c)  To Respect the Fundamental Rights of Freedom of Association and Assembly including the Freedom to hold and express views that is different to that of ruling political party,  the People’s Freedom Alliance and political leaders of the Government. 
18th Amendment to the Constitution

3) The Committee had recommended (CCPR/CO/79/LKA) that “the State party should adopt legislative and other measures to prevent such violations, in keeping with articles 2, 7 and 9 of the Covenant, and ensure effective enforcement of the legislation. It should ensure in particular that allegations of crimes committed by State security forces, especially allegations of torture, abduction and illegal confinement, are investigated promptly and effectively with a view to prosecuting perpetrators. The National Police Commission complaints procedure should be implemented as soon as possible. The authorities should diligently enquire into all cases of suspected intimidation of witnesses and establish a witness protection program in order to put an end to the climate of fear that plagues the investigation and  prosecution of such cases The capacity of the National Human Rights Commission to investigate and prosecute alleged human rights violations should be strengthened”.

We appreciate the adoption of the Victim Protection Bill on 10th September 2014 in the Sri Lanka Parliament.
Issues at stake:

Sri Lanka government continue to use the restrictive definition of torture  and has not taken any steps to reform  the 1994 Convention against Torture Act and it  continues to raise problems in the light of article 7 of the Covenant.  The number of prosecutions initiated against police officers or members of the armed forces on charges of abduction and unlawful confinement, as well as on charges of torture, have been minimal. 
The 17th amendment was enacted to depoliticize key government institutions, by replacing the more apolitical Constitutional Council (under the 17th Amendment) with a Parliamentary Council -consisting of political party representatives- which can only make non binding observations on certain appointments by the President. 

The independent institutions include the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the Judiciary, the National Police Commission, the Elections Commission, the Delimitation Commission and the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption. Appointees to the NHRC and Police Commission have been criticized for their close affiliation to the Government. Even before the 18th Amendment was enacted there was a clear intention to undermine the independence of these institutions. This was evinced by the President appointing members to these institutions without constituting the Constitutional Council. See also The Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Public Statement on the 18th Amendment Bill, September 2010, (http://www.adaderana.lk/news.php?nid=9649); Rohan Edrisinha and Aruni Jayakody (eds), “The 18th Amendment to the Constitution: Substance and Process”, CPA, 2011.
Submission by Center for Policy Alternatives to CCPR, 2013, Pp 4, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/LKA/INT_CCPR_ICO_LKA_16072_E.pdf 

Disappearances 

4) The Committee had recommended (CCPR/CO/79/LKA) that the State party is urged to implement fully the right to life and physical integrity of all persons (arts. 6, 7, 9 and 10, in particular) and give effect to the relevant recommendations made by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights’ Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and by the Presidential Commissions for Investigation into Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. The National Human Rights Commission should be allocated sufficient resources to monitor the investigation and prosecution of all cases of disappearances.

Issues at stake
· Tens of thousands of people have disappeared in Sri Lanka since 1970s. Most families of the disappeared have also complained to domestic and international bodies, the Police, National Human Rights Commission, International Committee of the Red Cross, the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and many have also filed habeas corpus cases in Sri Lankan courts.  However, the number of cases of which the families were able to know the truth or obtained justice is not known and believed to be negligible. 

· The present Presidential Commission of Inquiry looking into disappearance in Sri Lanka has reported receiving 98284 complaints from all parts of the country till July 2014.  
· The UN Working Group on the Enforced and the Involuntary Disappearances has received 12536 cases from Sri Lanka with 5731 remaining outstanding, both of which are the second highest number it has received in its 34 year old history from across the world (refer.A/HRC/27/49 dated 4th August 2014)  

· The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka has not created a data base regarding the complaints received from the families of the disappeared nor is engaged in the investigation conducted re the disappearances and those missing.

· Concerns have been expressed regarding the procedure related to the conduct of the Commission of Inquiry appointed by the President refer Annexure: 2 
· Families of the Disappeared in the North, campaigns, Human Rights Defenders engaged with the work related to the disappeared and NGOs working with the families of the disappeared face intimidate on, harassment and is subjected to continuous surveillance from the CID and the TID.  
· Refer: AHRC/27/NGO/91, Written Statement submitted by Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development 

http://groundviews.org/2014/08/07/mob-disrupst-meeting-of-families-of disappeared-police-government-hound-participants/ 

Recommendations
· We urge the government of Sri Lanka to seek the expertise of the WGIED and further respond to the request made by them in 2006 to visit Sri Lanka.

· Provide an interim reparation fund to support economic and livelihood needs of families whose breadwinners have disappeared.

· In the case of mass graves in Matale and in the East independent International Experts be included in relation to the investigation and judicial proceedings to provide confidence to the families in their search for justice and punish the perpetrators notwithstanding the status and the position that they hold. 
· Ratify the International Convention against Disappearances and criminalise the act of disappearance by bringing in a new law to such effect.
Abortion Law in Sri Lanka
8) The Committee while examining the State party report in 2003 has recommended that the State Party “should ensure that women are not compelled to continue with pregnancies, where this would be incompatible with obligations arising under the Covenant (art. 7 and General Comment 28), and repeal the provisions criminalizing abortion.” Yet, abortion remains as an offence punishable under penal code in Sri Lanka, section 364.

Issues at stake:
· The fifth periodic report of the GOSL section 264 states, “However action is being taken by the Ministry of Child Development and Women’s Affairs to amend the Penal Code. Several Meetings were held with relevant stake holders namely the Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Social Services,  Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Attorney General’s Department, Legal Draftsmen, Family Planning Association, Gynecologists, and Pediatricians etc in this regard.” 
· Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 40 of the Convention

 Fifth periodic reports of States party due in November 2007,
 http://www.ccprcentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CCPRCLKA5_E.pdf 

The above is a misrepresentation of facts related to the present situation in Sri Lanka with regard to abortion specifically and reproductive rights in general. The GOSL authorities have failed to take action against extreme religious forces, Bodu Bala Sena who have forcibly and violently attacked and disrupted several reproductive health clinics and intimidated medical officers who are gynecologists.  
We wish to draw the attention of the Committee to the news item produced below:
The BBS General Secretary, Gala Boda Atte Gnanasara Thera told Ceylon Today that the Sinhala women who go to the hospitals to give birth are unwittingly opting for the procedure. They say that women and men of the productive age group are pushed into accepting the procedure against their will by certain NGOs who have vested interests.He blamed the midwives and attendants in the hospitals for misleading young mothers who come there for confinement. “They are trained to advocate the procedure to young mothers. We are against this type of behaviour. Our women are misled or pushed into believing that they should not have more than two children,” he said. 

Chrishanthi Christopher, Banned, Ceylon Today, February 24, 2013 2:48 pm, http://www.ceylontoday.lk/59-25160-news-detail-banned.html 
Recommendations

a) We  express concern re that abortion remains a criminal offence under Sri Lankan law,

except where it is performed to save the life of the mother. 
b) We urge the government to take steps to reform the law to decriminalise abrotion to avoid the high number of abortions in unsafe conditions, imperilling the life and health of the women vconcerned, in violation of articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant

c) We urgen the government to uphold the reproductive rights of women.

Prevention of Terrorism Act
9) We wish to refer to the recommendations made in 2003 (CCPR/CO/79/LKA) “The State party is urged to ensure that all legislation and other measure enacted taken to fight terrorism are compatible with the provisions of the Covenant. The provisions of the Prevention of Terrorism Act designed to fight terrorism should not be incorporated into the draft Prevention of Organized Crime Bill to the extent that they are incompatible with the Covenant.
We agree with the Committee that the provisions of the PTA are incompatible with the Covenant (arts. 4, 9 and 14)

Issues at stake: 
Submissions by the Center of Policy Alternativesto the Committee refers to the arbitrary manner in which PTA provisions have been used setting the following examples: Section 9 of the Prevention of Terrorism Act of 1979 states that the detention of a suspect can be extended for maximum of 18 months. An example of lengthy periods of detention is demonstrated in the fundamental rights application to the Supreme Court by Suleiman Lebbe Nijam who was detained for a period of 3 and a half years. See S.S Selvanayagam, “SC Directs State Counsel to get advice from AG”, The Daily Mirror, 12 October 2011, achieved at http://www.infolanka.com/news/IL/dm12.htm  

· Section 7 of the Prevention of Terrorism Act of 1979 states that a suspect must be produced before a magistrate within 72 hours of the arrest in the absence of a detention order. However there is no provision for court supervision of an arrest made pursuant to a detention ordered by the Minister. Submission by Center for Policy Alternatives to CCPR, 2013, Pp 4, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/LKA/INT_CCPR_ICO_LKA_16072_E.pdf 

· We are concerned the continuous use of PTA to justify arbitrary detention, arrests and prolonged detention and dealing with dissent in general -   political activist , human rights defenders , trade union leaders and media personnel  including citizen’s apprehended for ordinarily criminal acts to be kept in-communicado and  keep in detention using the PTA for long periods. The Case of the former General Sartha Fonseka could be cited as such example.

Recommendations

a)The war has concluded and we see no reason to continue to use the prevention of terrorism Act.
b)We urge the repealing of the Prevention of Terrorism Act
c)We urge the release of all political prisoners in detention for more than 10 years  against whom up to date  no charges have been framed and also take action to expedite cases of those against whom evidence is available.

Independence of Judiciary
10) The State party has been encouraged to strengthen “the independence of the judiciary by providing for judicial, rather than parliamentary, supervision and discipline of judicial conduct.”
We  wish to draw the attention of the Committee to inquire into the manner in which impeachment process of  the former Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake was condcuetd. In this regard we wish to draw your attention to the following documents:  
Evidence related to our submissions:
· The reports of ICJ and International Bar Association-
ICJ open letter on the impeachment of Dr. Bandaranayke, http://icj.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/ICJ-Open-letter-on-the-impeachment-Dr-Bandaranayake.pdf 

Report of the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, April 2013. Crisis of Legitimacy: The impeachment of Shirani Bandaranayake and the erosion of the Rule of Law, www.ibanet.org/Document/Default.aspx?DocumentUid=F4E48C69 
Recommendation

a)We urge the removal of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution and the  re-introducing the provisions of the 17th Amendment to the Constitution to safe guard the independence of the judiciary and upholding of the rule of law and the appointment of independent commissions, example Human Rights Commission, Judicial Services Commission, the Police Commission and the Election Commission in Sri Lanka.
Media and Freedom of Expression
11) The Committee has recommended the State Party “to protect media pluralism and avoid state monopolization of media, which would undermine the principle of freedom of expression enshrined in article 19 of the Covenant. The State party should take measures to ensure the impartiality of the Press Complaints Commission.”
The government controlled media continue to undermine the principle of freedom of expression. We wish to draw the attention of the following cases as highlighted in the following reports
Issues at stake:
· Committee to Protect Journalist. Sri Lankan Government calls Journalists are ‘traitors’, March 22, 2012 http://www.cpj.org/2012/03/sri-lankan-government-calls-journalists-traitors.php 

· Reports of the UN Secretary General on reprisals against those cooperating with the United Nations Systemt , twenty fourth Session of the Council http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session21/A-HRC-21-18_en.pdf   

· Annex: 3  - Joint INGO letter addressed to the President of the Council dated

Recommendations
a)We wish to recommend the Committee since the situation remains unchanged and has deteriorated further that the “The State party should take appropriate steps to prevent all cases of harassment of media personnel and journalists, and ensure that such cases are investigated promptly, thoroughly and impartially, and that those found responsible are prosecuted” (CCPR/CO/79/LKA). 
Rights of Women
12) The Concluding Observations made in 2003 and the context and challenges remain unchanged.  We annex herewith the NGO’s Submission to the CEDAW Committee Review (Sri Lanka), January 2014 forwarded by the International Movement Against all Forms of Discrimination and Racism and respectfully requests that our observations be reviewed and GOSL be urged to take steps to fully respect and comply with CEDAW provisions. Refer Annex : 4, NGO’s Submission to The CEDAW Committee Review (Sri Lanka), January 2014)
Furthermore, the Sri Lankan Cabinet in 2013 withdrew the proposed Bill related to the establishment of an Independent Women’s Commission in Sri Lanka. The present atmosphere related to women’s equality has taken a back step as a result.  The media and State policy promote gender based stereotyping of women. 

Issues at stake:

· Increase in violence against women and rape giving rise to concern of protection and security of women in the North and East with continuing presence of military and military camps.

· Continuing violence against women by those connected to the under world at times supported by local politicians often bringing pressure on police to stop investigation and or presecution.

· The withdrawal of the Women’s Rights Bill by the cabinet in 2013.

· A private bill entailing an amendment to the new Local Authorities Election Amendment Act  requesting  30% for women’s political representation and 20% youth presentation in local government bodies  presented by a woman MP in the opposition on 11th July 2013  was postponed by a government Minister bringing in a procedural  objection.  Kelum Bandara and Yohan Perera, Government thwarts Rosy’s move to get more women, Daily Mirror, 11 July 2013 http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/32264-govt-thwarts-rosys-move-to-get-more-women.html 

Recommendations
a) To call upon Sri Lanka Government to affirm equal rights of women at all times respecting the Constitution of Sri Lanka and its obligations  under  CEDAW.
b) To take steps to formulate a code of conduct prohibiting  using abusive and vulgar  language when referring to the female Members of Parliament,  women activists and those holding high positions in Sri Lanka during Parliamentary debates and to respect the dignity of all women (Refer Annex:3)
c) To introsuce a time frame for the dispensation of rape cases which today takes over 10  years for adjudication

Accountability
13) The failure of the Sri Lankan Government during the years under review to address grave and serious violations of human rights have been well documented by local NGOs and INGOs. The various Special Mechanisms too have  addressed these challenges. The former High Commissioner’s report of her visit to Sri Lanka has affirmed the need to address issues of accountability to break the culture of impunity. We emphasise the need to address human rights and humanitarian law violations that have taken place during the war. 

We are also alarmed at the continuing human rights violations in the aftermath of the war and wish to refer to a few cases where no action has been taken by the authorities to take action against those perpetrators. 
Evidence related to our submissions:
· Youth Dies from Rathupaswala Protest, www.lankagossip.info (video) http://www.lankagossip.info/2013/08/youth-dies-from-rathupaswala-protest.html  and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vf92czDhL3Q    and Forum Asia (2014) Anni report, pp137 and pp 156 http://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/books/2014/ANNI%202014%20FINAL.pdf
· Menaka Indrakumar and Gehan Kamalesh Weerasinghe, Duminda chased out of Wanathamulla , Ceylon Today, 16 February,  http://www.ceylontoday.lk/51-56184-news-detail-duminda-chased-out-of-wanathamulla.html and Forum Asia (2014) Anni report, pp138 http://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/books/2014/ANNI%202014%20FINAL.pdf
· Vavunia Prison Saga, Ceylon Today, 1 July 2012, http://www.ceylontoday.lk/59-8808-news-detail-vavuniya-prison-saga.html and Forum Asia (2013) Anni report, pp202  - 204  http://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/books/2013/ANNI%202013-FINAL.pdf 
· Lal Gunasekera, Report on Katunayake police shooting still not released – Unionists, 4th July, The Island http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=55992 

· Fisherman killed in Chilaw Protest, 15 February 2012, Daily Mirror http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/16832-fisherman-killed-in-chilaw-protest.html  and Miyuru Gunasinghe, National Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka: A Marionette of the State, pp 3, Lawandsocietytrust.org/PDF/resource/marionette_state.pdf    

 Recommendations
a) To urge the Sri Lankan Government to make public the reports of all Commissions appointed by the Executive for which public funds amounting Rs. 270 million have been utilized to facilitate ascertaining the conditions under which the deaths of unarmed civilians took place during peaceful protests. (Gagani Weerakoon, Presidential Commissions cost 270m, what has happened to their reports? Ceylon today, 24 August 2014,  http://www.ceylontoday.lk/31-71266-news-detail-presidential-commissions-cost-rs-270m-what-has-happened-to-their-reports.html)
b) To urge the Sri Lankan Government to take action against all those who are responsible including those in command in responsibility wherever possible. 

c) To provide compensation and or reparation to the families of the victims based on international standards.
d) To call upon the GOSL to corporate fully with the International Inquiry conducted under UN Resolution A/HRC/25/L.1/Rev.1 on promoting reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka.
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