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The Right to an Adequate Standard of Living

The right to an adequate standard of living requires, at a minimum, that everyone shall enjoy the necessary subsistence rights: adequate food and nutrition, clothing, housing and the necessary conditions of care when required. The essential point is that everyone shall be able, without shame and without unreasonable obstacles, to be a full participant in ordinary, everyday interaction with other people. Thus, people should be able to enjoy their basic needs in conditions of dignity. No one should have to live in conditions whereby the only way to satisfy their needs is by degrading themselves or depriving themselves of their basic freedoms, such as through begging, prostitution or forced labour. 
In this convention, this issue is explicitly mentioned in Article 11: 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.
The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-operation, the measures, including specific programmes, which are needed:
(a) To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural resources;
(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.

In this report, these topics are examined:
A. Poverty and lack of access to life with appropriate standards
B. The situation of the homeless
C. Social and health services for refugees and immigrants

· In Sweden, the at-risk-of-poverty rate between 2011 and 2021 was highest among citizens born outside of the EU. It usually lay between 35 and 40 percent. The rates were significantly lower for people born in the EU or in Sweden, between 15 and 20 percent and just above 11 percent, respectively[footnoteRef:1]. Trading Economics provides the current actual value, an historical data chart and related indicators for Sweden - At Risk of Poverty rate - last updated from the EUROSTAT on January of 2024. Historically, Sweden - At Risk of Poverty rate reached a record high of 17.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://www.statista.com/statistics/1274108/at-risk-poverty-rate-sweden-country-birth/]  [2:  https://tradingeconomics.com/sweden/at-risk-of-poverty-rate-eurostat-data.html] 

· According to statistics, poverty in Sweden is that social and material poverty is seven times more common among people born outside of Sweden compared to people born in Sweden. This difference between people born in the country and outside the country is the greatest in the EU. Of even greater concern is the fact that the difference between children born in Sweden compared to children born outside of Sweden is even greater. Statistics Sweden shows that in 2019 16 percent of children born in Sweden had low economic standards compared to 54 percent among children born outside of Sweden[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://rwi.lu.se/blog/why-discuss-poverty-in-sweden/] 

· A new report from Amnesty International shows, thousands of homeless and destitute EU migrants, mostly of Roma origin, are living in desperate and dangerous situations across Sweden while the country’s authorities deliberately deny them access to the most basic services[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2018/11/homeless-roma-and-other-eu-migrants-face-widespread-discrimination-and-dangerous-conditions-in-sweden/] 

· Sweden has a population of 10.26 million that the estimated number of homeless people in Sweden in 2020 was 33,000. Housing prices having increased homelessness significantly, and although there are more houses being built, they are not affordable[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  https://www.homelessworldcup.org/sweden] 

· According to a 2018 official survey, only 10% of municipalities provided shelter for people considered to be “vulnerable EU citizens” in autumn and winter. In the big cities, many “vulnerable EU citizens” sleep in cars, under bridges, in tents made of plastic sheets or in shacks in the woods. The climate in Sweden is cold for at least half the year and access to housing therefore has serious implications for wellbeing and health. However, in most parts of the country homeless EU citizens do not have access to long-term shelter or housing[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Report of UPR -2020] 


Social and health services for refugees 
· Over the past decade, Sweden has witnessed an increased presence of EU citizens from Eastern Europe, mainly Romania and Bulgaria, living in situations of marginalization in Swedish cities and towns (“vulnerable EU citizens”). Most are Roma seeking to escape from structural discrimination in their home countries, and coming to Sweden to make a living for themselves and their families. Once in Sweden, many see no other option than begging for money in the street and sleeping in tents or temporary settlements on the outskirts of cities. Many of their human rights are violated while in Sweden[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Sweden: A Cold Welcome. Human rights of Roma and other “vulnerable EU citizens” at risk, Amnesty International, November 2018.] 

· According to the statements of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor, in 2020, Swedish migration authorities are exercising discriminatory measures against Palestinian asylum seekers in the country,  Sweden's migration agency, Migrationsverket, began what akin to an organized campaign against Palestinian asylum seekers in the country. Without giving any logical explanations growing numbers of Palestinians, who committed no offences, have been denied their right to obtain new resident permits in Sweden or renew old ones that are close to expiring[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://reliefweb.int/report/sweden/sweden-3000-asylum-seekers-face-abhorrent-discriminatory-measures-enar] 

· Based on reports, authorities are effectively abandoning people, who have exercised their right to freedom of movement within the EU in search of a better life, to their fate. Thousands of Roma face a constant struggle for food, sanitation and health care. In winter, when temperatures plummet, this becomes a struggle for survival[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2018/11/homeless-roma-and-other-eu-migrants-face-widespread-discrimination-and-dangerous-conditions-in-sweden/] 

· Immigrants and refugees in Sweden have not had adequate living standards. Human rights of Roma and other "vulnerable EU citizens" at risk finds that marginalized EU migrants face insurmountable obstacles to access shelter, sanitation and health services, something that violates their human rights which Sweden has an obligation to honor for everybody living in the country.The lack of access to shelter exacerbates other problems including the fact that lacking a permament address, their ability to find employment is severely limited, compelling many to resort to begging[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2018/11/homeless-roma-and-other-eu-migrants-face-widespread-discrimination-and-dangerous-conditions-in-sweden/] 

· According to the Swedish border police, by the end of 2021, 18,000 people had been ordered to leave the country but 10,000 had simply refused and gone underground. To increase deportations and stop migrants from running away from authorities after receiving deportation orders, the Swedish centre-right coalition government would be commissioning the building of detention centres, labelled “return centres.” According to the Swedish Immigration Service,in 2022,  74% of asylum claims were rejected and the applicants were ordered to leave the country.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://europeanconservative.com/articles/news/no-means-no-sweden-to-open-deportation-centres/] 

In order to implement Sweden's obligations under this Convention, we propose that this Government take the following measures to create the conditions for an adequate standard of living:
1) Adopt domestic legislation and administrative orders giving full effect to the right to adequate housing and redress for violations of that right;  
2) Integrate the right to adequate housing into the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
3) advocates and promotes efforts to increase the availability of and access to educational, health, mental health, and social services for immigrant;
4) use the successful experiences of other countries accepting immigrants to support the rights of immigrants and refugees.
