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		Introduction
1. The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) presents its Follow-Up Report to the UN Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (the Committee) in response to paragraph 56 of the Concluding observations on the combined initial to third periodic reports made on 9th March 2017 and a follow up correspondence by the CEDAW committee follow up rapporteur on September 9, 2019.
2. Paragraph 56 states, 'The Committee requests the State party to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained by paragraphs 9, 25(a), 27(b) and 37(b) above.' Though FSM is delayed in its submission of the report, the urge by the rapporteur for FSM to submit the report within the month of that correspondence gave the reinforcement needed to submit its follow up report. 
3. The concluding observations requested to be reported in the mid-term review are the issues of the lifting of specific Reservations; education and awareness on CEDAW in communities, including with tradition and religious leaders; establishment of an Eliminating Violence Against Women (EVAW) policy and legalizing of abortion.
4. This report however addresses the following concluding observations as the priorities during this mid-term review. FSM has not put in emphasis on addressing the issues of the lifting of its reservations on CEDAW and the legalization of abortion due to constraint of resources and time at the moment.
		Educational and awareness-raising campaigns targeting men and women including traditional and religious leaders on CEDAW 
5. Paragraph 25(a) of the CEDAW Concluding Observations on the combined initial to third report for FSM states that the Committee recommends the State party put in place, without delay, a comprehensive strategy with specific targets to modify or eliminate discriminatory stereotypes about the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and in society, in conformity with articles (f) and 5(a) of the Convention. It also recommends that the State party: (a) Carry out educational and awareness-raising campaigns targeting women and men, including traditional and religious leaders, on women's rights and gender equality to effectively promote the substantive equality of women and overcome patriarchal attitudes and deep-rooted discriminatory stereotypes concerning the roles and responsibilities of women and men in the family and society.
		Follow-up information relating to paragraph 25 (a) of the concluding observations (CEDAW/C/FSM/CO/1-3)
6. The Government has mobilized the FSM states through a funding support that came through the Canada Funding for Local lnitiative Project. This has allowed the mobilization of the state interest officers and civil society groups and non-governmental organizations to undertake a series of awareness-raising on human rights, gender equality and CEDAW. Through a series of town hall meetings, community meetings, and workshops targeting men, women, church leaders, traditional leaders, legislature, congress, this initiative was able to reach close to 4,000 people from the four states and National government.
7. The Canada funding supported individual meetings with the targeted groups which allowed a more detailed and free discussions notably the congress, state legislatures, church and traditional leaders. 
8. These awareness-raising efforts also helped with the advocacy for and passing of legislations that were subsequently passed e.g. raising of the consent age and the Domestic Violence Act for Pohnpei State.
		EVAW policy
9. In accordance with its general recommendation No.19 (1.992) on violence against women, the Committee recommends that the State party give high priority to putting in place comprehensive measures to address all forms of gender-based violence against women and girls. It also recommends that the State party: (b) Put in place a comprehensive national policy to eliminate gender-based violence against women, including domestic violence, with adequate resources for its implementation. 
		Follow-up information relating to paragraph 27 (b) of the concluding observations 
10. The National Government with technical support largely from UNFPA along with other partners, Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development and SPC have worked with the four FSM States to develop a draft Elimination of Violence Against Women (EVAW) policy. Concurrent to this work, individual state action plans were also developed to guide progress against the EVAW policy. The policy though in review and endorsement phase has already provided the states the guiding framework needed to initiate implementation of the policy. For example, taskforces are established to coordinate and monitor the implementation of the action plans and development of clinical guidelines at the health service providers.
11. The EVAW policy is guided by these principles and approaches and are inscribed here from the text of the policy itself. 
		Survivor-centered approach
12. A survivor-centered approach creates a supportive environment in which the survivor's rights and wishes are respected, their safety is ensured, and they are treated with dignity and respect. A survivor-centered approach is based on the following guiding principles: 
				Safety
The safety and security of the survivor and her/his children is the primary consideration. 
				Confidentiality
Survivors have the right to choose to whom they will or will not tell their story, and information should only be shared with the informed consent of the survivor. 
				Respect
All actions taken should be guided by respect for the choices, wishes, rights and dignity of the survivor. The role of helpers is to facilitate recovery and provide resources to aid the survivor. 
				Non-discrimination
Survivors should receive equal and fair treatment regardless of their age, gender, race, religion, nationality, ethnicity, sexual orientation or any other characteristic.
				Rights-based approach
A rights-based approach seeks to analyze and address the root causes of discrimination and inequality to ensure that everyone, regardless of their gender, age, ethnicity or religion, has the right to live with freedom and dignity, safe from violence, exploitation and abuse, in accordance with principles of human rights law. 
				Community-based approach
A community-based approach ensures that affected populations are actively engaged as partners in developing strategies related to their protection from violence both with respect to response and prevention interventions. This approach involves direct consultation with women, girls and other at-risk groups to support program interventions to build on existing community-based protection mechanisms.
“Do no harm” approach
A “do no harm” approach involves taking all measures necessary to avoid exposing people to further harm as a result of the actions of service providers. 
13. FSM National Government through the support of UNFPA had secured an expert who had done assessment and clinical management training of sexual violence in the four state health departments last year to come back and assist with the formulation of clinical management guidelines. This is scheduled for the last quarter of this year, 2019.
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