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I. Necessity to end discrimination in the Music Industry 
Major concerns: 
a) There are severe violations of  women's human rights committed by some parts of  the  global music business
b) Exposure to extreme music (lyrics, language, sound, context) increases the male's sex-role stereotyping and negative attitudes towards women 
Nowadays,  in the face of a threatening international war against humanity's and democratic values, we have to recognize the brutal interrelationship between a permissive access to  discriminating facts,  crimes and destructive narratives against the dignity of women and children in particular by some Music Industry that seems only to be  interested in financial profits  and not at all in contents respecting and supervising women’s human rights and the democratic principles of gender equality. Although music is always a mirror of society it can also be used as a manipulative means to influence young people’s attitudes and enforce juvenile delinquency. Although shock effects and abusing taboos seem to belong to the business of modern music they are not always provocation but even more often transgressions of unacceptable and dangerous lines. Women’s Human Rights are often violated thereby like in the business of advertising.
Local,  national and international crime statistics unfortunately prove a tremendous increase in criminal deeds committed by underage persons , such as mobbing, physical attacks against women and even rape.
Apart from the role of peer group pressure, international instability, the media, especially music heroes have an important influence on  the young generation.
Their future seems to be at stake.
This report relates to the CEDAW Convention’s articles 2, 5 ,10 and 13 (c) and refers to the CEDAW's concluding observations  regarding  discriminatory  content of  advertisement of 2017[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  CEDAW/C/DEU/CO/7-8, 22 (b)] 

Even the  German penal code  provides articles[footnoteRef:2] against such severe violations they are often not applied because of a  [2:  See German Criminal Code,  §131.1 StGB,  www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_stgb/englisch_stgb.html#p1392
] 

a) a lack of control by the state and its responsible authorities
b) justice that has to be enforced 
c)  personal has to be trained
d)  a missing of monitoring by state, ministries and NGOs
e) a lack of education among young students, mainly females, to resist the stereotypes of submission and sexual minority complexes and encouragement to intervene against such anti-democratic and inhumane values transported and promoted by the music industry, musicians, labels, and event managers.
9

These special music sections offered to the young audience   in clubs,  big city and concert halls, seem to be mainly the gangsta rap  and the brutal death and black metal scene.  They have to be in the  focus in order to protect especially women's and girls' human rights and to avoid a transfer from cultural and structural violence to direct in-person violence.
II.   Background and References:
For 30 years now we have tried to inform politicians, police, adults, teachers, teenagers etc. by workshops about the increasing brutalization of  the young generation by some categories of the music industrial complex including various forms of violence directed against women and girls.
Just to mention some of our educational awareness raising activities since 1990:
a) 23 March,1993, Stuttgart: Diakonisches Werk, Baden Württemberg:
 „Rightwing extremism and Youth Welfare“, Workshop : „Youth violence in the mirror  of music culture“ about  the violations against human rights.
b) 24 February, 1993, Cologne: Antiviolence workshop in Cologne and at the high school in Frechen dedicated to social workers, teachers and students
c) 3 April, 1993, Saarbrücken: Workshop and open debate with the local press about the violent lyrics of „Cannibal Corpse“ and their consequences on young women
d) 14 October, 1993, Eisenach:  German-Austrian meeting of experts in Eisenach ,Thuringia and workshops about violence in music in Sondershausen and Gera (1995)
e) We worked as experts also in workshops for teachers in Pullach (Bavaria) and for police trainees in Kaiserslautern (Rhineland Palatinate) and Saarbrücken (Saarland)(1998) . 
f)  Panel discussion in the Congress of the Catholic Church in Munich and the international  “Popcomm” Congress in Cologne.
We started at the beginning 1990s  being motivated by our students when the American death metal band “Cannibal Corpse“[footnoteRef:3] released their album “Tomb of the Mutilated“ with songs like „Hammer smashed face“ about horrible torture fantasies directed against  women. One student even came to school with a T-shirt of “Butchered at Birth” with a woman being slaughtered and newly born babies hanging on meat hooks… [3:  Cannibal Corpse, American death metal band, lyrics available via platform Genius in the internet] 

Example 1: “Hammersmashed face lyrics refer to the killing of women with a hammer.
Example 2: “Necropedophile“ describes the perverse rape of a girl’s corpse 
Example 3: “Fucked with a knife“ mirrors rape and torture fantasies against women
In a first project week in a school, which was the “Helmholtz-Gymnasium in Zweibrücken“(Rhineland Palatinate) about “Violence in the Music Culture“ we analyzed  the elements and the role of taboos, history and religion. This ended in a final  presentation and debate of the results in the school hall for teachers, pupils and parents.
From that time on there was a permanent group created in school to analyze interviews, covers, lyrics etc. in music magazines and the offer in music shops regarding the human rights.



Two groups were mainly in our focus:
a) The American band “Slayer“[footnoteRef:4] that played in the Cityhall ( capacity: ca 3000 ) of Völklingen, Saarland, in 1991 . A letter to the ministry of the interior of the Saar region had failed in advance.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Slayer, American death metal band]  [5:  Letter to Minister of the interior, November 1991, 8 June, 1992, Answer 26 June 1992] 

The band was in our focus because of   their allusion to the Holocaust by means of their symbolic engraving of SS runes on their guitars, their admiration for Hitler which they expressed in interviews given to the music press and their most popular song  “Angle of Death” about Mengele which they performed at every concert. Mengele was, the monster of Auschwitz who executed horrible medical experiments at that concentration camp. Hard Rock and lyrics about Mengele should not appear in music to entertain the youth of today. We analyzed the lyrics of “Angle of Death” in history lessons about National Socialism and the Holocaust as a warning for today’s youth. There were a few students at that time, who wore the T-shirt of “Slaytanic Wehrmacht “with a kind of allusion to the terminology and iconography of the Third Reich without recognizing this reference and multiplying effect on gender identity.
b) The American band “Cannibal Corpse” was invited in the same hall (Sporthalle Völklingen, Saarland) in 1993 (12 June, 1993). The NGO „Verein für Friedenserziehung im Saarland e.V.” officially tried to prevent that concert by appealing to the administrative court of the region to reach an injunction pointing out that peace education and the dignity of women, children and youngsters would be at stake if they came under the influence of such horrible pornographic imagery and attitudes freely offered to them. But the appeal  failed because  the lyrics were defined as not offending the honour of any specific group.[footnoteRef:6] So we even had to pay the costs for the court.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Verwaltungsgericht des Saarlandes, 5. Kammer, 5 F 109/93, 9 June, 1993 [Administrative tribunal]]  [7:  Letter by the Ministry of Justice, Saarland, 10.March 1994 to  NGO] 

A long controversial debate about that decision followed in the daily paper „Saarbrücker Zeitung“[footnoteRef:8]  including official comparisons with the censors of the Third Reich. [8:  Saarbrücker Zeitung , 10, 11. June, 1993] 

An open letter in the music magazine „Rock Hard“ in 1993 about these neglecting the basic values of civil society and encouraging youngsters to follow even brutal music trends  uncritically caused other horrible shitstorms over a couple of months culminating  in the Top Ten-trophy „Idiots of  the year…“[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  “Rock Hard”, 1992-1994] 

Here are four examples how differently city administrations have reacted to that controversial topic:
a) In 1994, after a formal information of the mayor of Cologne about a planned “Cannibal Corpse” concert and a debate with the bandmembers accompanied by  Saar TV the mayor of Cologne allowed the concert exclusively for adults above 18.
b) In 2002, although there had been given a warning in advance “Cannibal Corpse” was allowed to perform in the youth centre „Exhaus“ in Trier , Rhineland Palatinate ( 28 September, 2002), even playing  the perverse song “Fucked with a knife“ with the  announcement:  ”This song is dedicated to all the women out there, especially …“.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Source: myrevelations.de/site/livereport/cannibalcorpse2002] 

c)	In 2012,  the city administration of Saarbrücken  in contrast saw no possibility to avoid or cancel a concert in the international  “Full of Hate” Tour  for example  because they argued to be dependent on the international booking companies   (CTS Eventim, Hamburg) and threatened huge financial contributions because the halls and the tour were booked as a  complete package beforehand. Is that blackmailing  the cities? Earning money while ignoring the human rights? The band’s programme even included inappropriate songs from „Evisceration Plague“ in Saarbrücken, at the location „Garage“[footnoteRef:11] in the year 2012 (14 February) although the ban (List B ) of the BPJM had been started by the youth welfare office in Saarbrücken  two years ago in 2010[footnoteRef:12]. But the importance of the playlist was simply ignored. [11:  See setlist.fm statistics, Cannibal Corpse, songs played in the year 2012]  [12:  See  BzKJ Aktuell 1/2023, page 73 and Banz Nr.66, 30.4.2010] 

Anonymous warnings in guestbooks, social media against us as critics fighting for the women’s human rights followed.
Legal action and information of the department of public prosecution was taken about the fact that CDs including „Necropedophile“ could even be bought at retailers.
Although in 1991 the band was censored for the first time and some CDs were  banned  (Lists A and B) in the following years the complete variety of CDs were in the hands of  students without the knowledge of many parents as we got to know in many discussions.
d)	At open air festivals like Wacken, in Germany or Hellfest in Clisson, France or Rock Hard Festival in Gelsenkirchen in 2019 the band was part of the programme and even  advertised by the TV station WDR. After an open letter addressed to the mayor of Gelsenkirchen and the Prime minister of NRW it was found out by the police that the band “Cannibal Corpse“ had originally planned to perform 5 censored songs out of  14. So the mayor and the police enforced and controlled that they were not played threatening them with huge fines.[footnoteRef:13]  [13: Answer by Mayor of Gelsenkirchen , 14 June, 2019] 

After the information of the other mayors of the tour cities about this trick and danger of the band, they controlled the songs that were to be played beforehand. After an interview to a daily paper from Bremen[footnoteRef:14]  about the dangerous potential of the violation of the human rights by such a “Cannibal  Corpse” world tour with the headline “A Sellout of Moral Values“ there was another shitstorm on the internet. [14:  Bremer Kreiszeitung, Kultur, „Ausverkauf von Moral“, Interview, 2 July,.2019] 


In conclusion: The permissive acceptance of these misogynistic songs, justified with the “Freedom of Arts and Opinion” ”leads to an enforcement and acceptance of abuse of girl’s bodies and threatens any critical counteractivities in civil society.

III.  Present Situation in music industry, representative examples:
Today, in April , 2023, the band „Cannibal Corpse“ is on tour again, worldwide, in 10 towns in Germany: Speyer, Stuttgart, Cologne, Munich, Leipzig, Coesfeld, Berlin, Hamburg, Hannover, Geiselwind.
Supported by an advocate all tour cities and public prosecutors in Germany were informed about the planned setlist and the potential violation of the human rights thereby because according to the list one must conclude that they plan to perform censored or even banned songs again, the highlight as usual: „Hammersmashed Face“.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  7 of 18 songs in the official list as censored or banned officially, see Report BzKJ 1 /2023
 4 even from B-List: from CDs „Torture“(2012), „Butchered at Birth“(1991),, Evisceration Plague“(2009), „Vile“(1996); ] 

Their setlist[footnoteRef:16] is not surprising again: 7 of 18 songs are in the official index list in Germany [16:  See https://www.setlist.fm/setlist/cannibal-corpse/2023/halle-im-wizemann-stuttgart-germany-5bbb9f78.html and concert reports 2023] 

(3 forbidden for underage persons, List A,  4 even from List B, banned).

In conclusion this report is about
 six severe violations of the UN CEDAW Convention by parts of the music industry:

1. Ignorance of laws: Bands like “Cannibal  Corpse” seem to ignore the German laws and the UN CEDAW Convention[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  See German penal code, StGB § 131.1 and 160.1 StPO] 

As published in the quarterly of the official German magazine „BPJM“ there are 9 of 14 CDs forbidden at least for  advertising and being offered to underage persons because they severely destroy human dignity, cause inhuman attitudes and distribute pornography and sexualized  violence and cause the discrimination of women as pure sex objects.
2. Dangerous accumulation of triggering brutality against women and children
To give an insight into the consequences of ignoring that dimension of violence against women one  should regard the internet statistics of „Setlist statistics. F.m.[footnoteRef:18]” [18:  see footnote 15, 16] 

The brutal incarnation of war against females always culminates in 
„Hammer smashed Face”
In 1993 it was „just played three times in Germany: in Berlin, Würzburg and Tilburg.
In 2023 it was probably played in all 10 cities in Germany and probably worldwide.
According to the internet statistics it has been played now more than 1000 times so far.
The last but one „Stripped, raped and strangled” has not been censored so far.

Also „Fucked with a knife“, was announced by the band again „dedicated to the ladies“[footnoteRef:19] [19:  See concert reports, Obliveon, 11.March,23; Rheinpfalz, 13 March, 23; metal.de 28 March, 23 and metalinside, 23 March,2023] 

Shall these hate lyrics of a brutal rape scene be freely accessible ?

„No escape from your fate destined to be mine
Every night I wait to see in the dark, watching, stalking your every move
I know when you’re all alone, all alone
Tied to the bed, legs spread open
Bruised flesh, lacerations
Skin stained with blood
I’m the only one you love.
My knife deep inside, her crotch is bleeding…
Fucking her harder, harder
Stick it in, rip the skin, carve and twist, torn flesh
From behind I cut her crotch in her ass
I stuck my cock killing as I cum.“

3. Irresponsible multimedia multiplying of inhumanity and disrespect by „Spotify“ and „YouTube“ , Metal platforms or Merchandising companies
Everybody can have access to songs of „Cannibal Corpse“ via Spotify”.
Even worse that official video clips like the very brutal rape scene „Red Before Black“,[footnoteRef:20]with CD“ Unimagined Violence” are available via “YouTube” and are advertised by the label “Metal Blade Records” with Hate speech: „Watch the brutally beautiful „Red before Black“ now  at bloody-disgusting.com” [20:  See Metal Blade Records, Letter to the Ministry of Justice, 10 February 2021 about hate speech of label and new CD- songs:“Murderous Rampage, “Inhumane Harvest”] 

The perverse cover of “Butchered at Birth” is sold as merchandising on cups, pillows or linen (…).[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Redbubble, https://www.redbubble.com/de/shop/cannibal+corpse+mugs  ] 

[image: ]
4. Trigger effects between disrespect and hatred against women with advertising satanic ideologies and black mass rites by means of tours with packages from the international Black Metal Front:
Now „Cannibal Corpse“ is touring around the Christian Easter festivities together with the Swedish „Dark Funeral“, the American “Stormbringer“ and the English  „Ingested“.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  See setlist tour 2023 per setlist.fm] 

The band and lyrics of “Dark Funeral[footnoteRef:23]“ ( existing since 1993) are advertised with topical lyrics like satanism, Anti-Christianity, death and Armageddon[footnoteRef:24]  and paradigmatic songs on the 2023 world tour[footnoteRef:25]like  [23:  Dark Funeral, a Swedish blackmetal band, EP 2000: „Teach children to worship satan“, band guitarist , Mikael Svanberg (named „lord Ahriman“)  founded a side project with Vincent Crowley, 2001: SS-inspired „Wolfen Society“, former „reverend“ of the“ Church of Satan“, CD “Conquer Divine”, track „Race War“]  [24:  Encyclopedia metallum]  [25:  Setlist.f.m. ] 

a) „Hail Murder” include an adoration of satanic torture rites and murder:
 „…Christian blood soon will cover the ground as I drive the nails of evil, deep inside, a crucified whore, that’s what you are ... hail murder, your god of filth won’t help you now…” or 
b) “Nail them to the cross”: “… eradicate God … set aflame their sanctuaries … reinstate the unholy art of human sacrifice ... hunt down the weaklings and abase all that is holy....“[footnoteRef:26]  [26: Lyrics in platform Genius ] 

Also the US-band „Stormruler” and „Ingested“ from UK are advertised in the internet with their song topics: Satanism, Rape, Murder and  Necrophilia[footnoteRef:27] [27:  See Encyclopedia Metallum:Stormruler „Sacred lives and Black Maggick“(2022) and Ingested „Ashes of Hate“(2022) and video clips with female sex objects] 

Even a world tour of the Polish black metal band “Behemoth” with brutal satanic and sexist contents or misogynistic Rapper “Kollegah” took place in 2019 and 2022 although state authorities had  been informed  before.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Letters to Mayor of Saarbrücken et.al., 14 September, 2022, 18 November 2019] 


5. Danger of brutalization of underage persons and lowering the inhibition threshold and educating the image of the inferiority of women.

6.     Undermining human rights and democratic standards by pretending  respect towards  laws and human rights but offering the opposite and cause a betrayal of civil society.


IV. Recommendations:

1. Referring to article 2 of the CEDAW  Convention: Policy measures: The states has to implement  laws and regulations, policies and change practices to eliminate all discrimination against women and girls.
2. Referring to article 5: The Convention recognizes harmful  influences of culture and tradition in restricting women’s enjoyment of  rights. The state has to  modify or abolish discriminatory cultural practices and take appropriate measures to eliminate sex and gender role stereotypes  and prejudice esteeming from the idea of  inferiority or superiority of one sex over another.

a) Ban on brutal music lyrics, advertising videoclips and concerts with exploitative and discriminatory sexually violent contents
b) Mandatory control of “Youtube” channels and “Spotify”  to avoid free access to brutal and misogynistic and satanic topics and rites
c) Playlists with lyrics have to be handed in before concerts and controlled before performances
d) Constitutional responsibility for offering and selling music (CDs, concerts, video clips) must be clearly defined by written agreements between local,  national and international partners
For example: “CTS Eventim” and “Saarevent” and “Cannibal Corpse“
e) Awareness raising campaigns should be organized for parents, teenagers, police, judges and labels, musicians and institutions like City councils.“[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Letter from the German city council in Berlin (27 September, 2022) : cultural topics are only to be decided by the cities themselves ] 

f) The publication of the regular report of the “BzKJ“ with the lists of censored music productions should be made available for all institutions caring for women’s and children’s rights.
g) In general, laws, controls and educational standards must be reinforced including the participation of consumers and activists in the music industry: labels, bands, managers etc.
h) Temporary special measures by declarations of self-control against sexism, satanism and racism in  music products with a code of ethics should  be implemented  as e.g. the project “Schools without racism, schools with courage“.
i) Establishing local and national ombudspersons 

How will the German government call for action to ensure the protection of women`s rights nationally and in their extraterritorial responsibility ?
(General  Recommendation No.28)
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