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Mr. Vice-Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be with you for the opening of the twenty-fourth
session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and to welcome you on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Zeid Ra’ad al Hussein and the Director of the Division Mr. Ibrahim Salama.  I would like to welcome the committee members, civil society and national human rights institutions colleagues, States parties and our UN colleagues.  

I would especially like to welcome and congratulate the new members elected to the Committee at the 7th Meeting of the States parties held in June 2015– Ms. Dzumhur (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Ms. Mandazuri De Mora (Ecuador) and Mr. Unver (Turkey).


Mr. Chair, this morning I would like to bring to the Committee’s attention some developments in four main areas: first the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; second, the Human Rights Council and other mechanisms; third, migration related activities of the Secretary-General and the General Assembly, and finally, treaty-body strengthening.   

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Distinguished members of the Committee,


Our Office is currently looking at ways and means to ensure that human rights mechanisms, including the treaty bodies, special procedures and the Universal Periodic Review, can be used more strategically to help Member States deliver on their commitments under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  As you continue your own deliberations some avenues that we have flagged for consideration include:

· Treaty body concluding observations which are directly relevant to Sustainable Development Goals and targets should be an integral part of the High Level Political Forum country review.

· The reporting guidelines of the SDG accountability architecture should request States parties to include recommendations from the three international human rights mechanisms (treaty bodies, special procedures and the UPR), even if they do not relate directly to the priority indicator, but to the target.  To do this, we are upgrading the Universal Human Rights Index so that it will be possible to index concluding observations (and recommendations of other mechanisms) to the SDG goals and targets which should allow for easy uploading of information to be compiled by GA/ECOSOC reviews of SDGs (this could be, for example, part of a UN compilation or an alternative report depending on the ultimate shape of the accountability architecture). 

· The ECOSOC President should communicate the outcome of the country review to the international human rights mechanisms (treaty bodies, special procedures and UPR) so that these mechanisms can in turn take the outcome of the High Level Political Forum country reviews into account when implementing their mandates and thereby help reinforce the implementation of the HLPF recommendations through their respective ongoing work. In any case, SDG reports should naturally be part of the background information for treaty body country reviews as was the case with MDGs in the past.


One current example of linking the 2030 Agenda with relevant international human rights instruments is the recent preliminary mapping by UNICEF of the current SDG indicators against the nine clusters of rights of the Convention on the Rights of the Child to bring relevant SDG targets and indicators closer to the CRC reporting cycle.  
As in the case of the CRC, and most recently CEDAW, linking the 2030 Agenda to the CMW Convention has potential to provide increased accountability and strengthened coherence and alignment among the various processes to assist States in delivering on their human rights obligations related to the human rights of migrant workers and members of their families.  In the case of CMW, it is noted that at least 10 of the 169 targets include references to issues directly pertaining to international migration and migrant workers, and so I hope the Committee will also make reference to the relevant targets in its recommendations to States coming before the Committee.   
Mechanisms:


I now turn to some relevant developments in the Human Rights Council since your last session.  The High Commissioner, in his opening statements to the 30th and 31st sessions of the Human Rights Council on 14 September 2015, and 29 February 2016, respectively, gave a wide-ranging perspective of the contemporary human rights situation in the world.  This included the staggering humanitarian and human rights crisis in certain countries in the Middle East and Africa, and various human rights situations in the Americas, Asia and Europe, including the mass expulsion of Colombians from Venezuela, the Dominican Republic’s deportations of people of Haitian decent, and political grandstanding vilifying migrants in Australia and the United States, for example.  The High Commissioner underscored the centrality of the UN Charter and the international treaty framework, in particular, human rights, for the promotion of international peace and security, and was critical of States that apparently believe that the legal architecture of the international system is a menu from which they can pick and choose.  The High Commissioner also focused on States limiting public freedoms exclaiming that civil society, enabled by the freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly, is a valuable partner, and not a threat.  He criticized measures taken by certain States to sharply restrict the democratic space.  He also called on the Council to consider how to best implement the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.    

Regarding migrants, the High Commissioner, noting that some countries in the Middle East and Europe – show commendable humanity and leadership when it comes to hosting refuges and migrants needing protection, implored decision-makers in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific, as well as Europe, to take swift action to establish effective and principled migration governance in line with international human rights law, refugee law and humanitarian law.  He stated that migration is a basic fact of human history, and it requires global sharing of responsibility instead of hostility, disarray and rising xenophobia. The High Commissioner called on the international community to expand channels of regular migration and resettlement – two measures which would prevent deaths and cut smuggling, as well as to cease detention, particularly of children, and all forms of ill-treatment at borders and elsewhere.  


The High Commissioner acknowledged that there is no one swift solution to the terror, the trauma, the deprivation and neglect that drive so many millions of people to leave their countries of origin and that to restore human rights in their homelands will require long and focused work.   He also acknowledged that the people most responsible for the migration are those leaders who have failed to uphold human rights and robbed their people of hope.  
At a side event to the 31st session of the Council on migrants and the right to health, the Deputy High Commissioner, in her keynote address, highlighted the vulnerability of migrants regarding access to health, in particular those who are poor, without well-placed social networks or diaspora connections, women at risk of violence and exploitation, those who are in an irregular situation, or who are vulnerable children.  She stated that women, men and child migrants are being left behind, are often excluded from national health systems and are inadequately served by humanitarian and development programmes, which is very much at odds with the commitment of the 2030 Agenda. 

The Deputy High Commissioner also provided the keynote address at a side event highlighting OHCHR’s study on the situation of migrants in transit. The Deputy High Commissioner stated that it was absolutely imperative that we bring a human rights lens to bear on our responses to this crisis and to examine closely the circumstances of each individual in these movements as we are called to do so by the international human rights framework.  The study calls on States and stakeholders to urgently put in place a number of rights-based practical measures to ensure protection and promotion of human rights of migrants in transit if the critical protection gap is to be addressed.   

The Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, Mr. Francois Crepeau, introduced his report to the General Assembly (A/70/310).  The thematic section of the report is dedicated to recruitment practices among migrant workers and discusses the impact of recruitment practices on the human rights of migrants, particularly low-wage workers during labour migration.  It articulates concerns about the apparent growing prevalence of severe exploitation and abuse suffered by migrants at the hands of unethical recruiters, intermediaries and subagents in both countries of origin and destination.  It recommends a comprehensive and human rights based framework to achieving wholesale transition towards an ethical system of recruitment. 
The report also discusses the Special Rapporteur’s participation in various conferences, including the European Union Fundamental Rights Agency’s annual conference which focused on migrants’ rights, the Global Forum on Migration and Development, and the UNHCR dialogue on protection at sea. The Special Rapporteur undertook country visits to Italy and Malta, as well as undertook a visit to the European Union to follow-up on his 2012 study on the management of the external borders of the EU.  

The Special rapporteur issued a number of press statements, including one calling on EU leaders to halt the continuous repression of the human rights of migrants as Europe struggles to deal with its migrant crisis; and another calling on Governments to guarantee access to public services – health, education, housing and decent work, as well as labour rights – regardless of their migratory status, issued jointly with the Chair of the CMW Committee on International Migrants Day, and one on the 50th anniversary of both Covenants.    

Secretary-General/General Assembly:
During the 70th session of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General convened a high-level meeting on 30 October 2015, aimed at promoting a comprehensive approach to the refugee and migration crisis focusing on various policy areas, from refugees and human rights, smuggling and trafficking to sustainable development and migration. He stated that the international community must develop an effective and feasible response in line with universal human rights and humanitarian standards. He also emphasized eight guiding principles when dealing with migrants and refugees: saving lives, protection, non-discrimination, preparedness, sharing responsibility, cooperation, managed migration, and anticipating future challenges, including people fleeing areas progressively ravaged by climate change.  
The Secretary-General also convened a side event on strengthening cooperation on migration and refugee movements in the perspective of the new development agenda.     The aim of the event was to encourage enhanced cooperation and collective action in dealing with the problems and challenges of migration and human mobility, including mixed movements, involving migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees.  
An informal meeting of the General Assembly took place on 19 November 2015, to consider ways to advance a comprehensive response to the global humanitarian and refugee crisis, including finding political solutions to conflicts and violence and addressing other root causes of forced displacement; providing protection through third country resettlement, financing for humanitarian action and increasing support to receiving countries that are bearing the greatest burden.    

The General Assembly considered the situation of irregular migrants in the Mediterranean with specific emphasis on Syrian asylum seekers at its plenary meeting on 20 November 2015 to address the plight of the vulnerable people in the Mediterranean basis and to reflect on the collective response to the  global crisis.  

The General Assembly adopted resolution 70/147 entitled “Protection of migrants” in which the Assembly called upon States to promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their status, including by becoming party to the Migrant Workers Convention. It also urged States to prevent and punish any form of illegal deprivation of liberty relating to migrants, and requested that they prevent violations of the human rights of migrants in transit.   The Assembly also adopted a resolution on “Violence against women migrant workers” (A/RES/70/130), and “Assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa” (A/RES/70/134).
Mr. Vice-Chair,

Distinguished Members,

Treaty Body Strengthening


As you may be aware, the Foreign Minister of Costa Rica made a call at the Chairs’ meeting last June to academic institutions worldwide to develop creative and innovative proposals in view of the General Assembly’s 2020 review of the treaty body system.  Switzerland already supports this call and we understand that other countries should soon follow.  The Geneva Academy organized a brainstorming meeting of academics from various parts of the world in December and is in the process of launching an independent research process.  A representative from the Geneva Academy will grief you further about this initiative.  Meanwhile, in the next few months, we will prepare the first Secretary-General report under General Assembly resolution 68/268.


I am pleased to announce that the English version of the handbook for Treaty Body Members has been published, and that the other language versions will be ready soon.  You may recall that in her 2012 report on treaty body strengthening to the General Assembly, our former High Commissioner, Ms. Pillay, had proposed to prepare such a handbook and to develop a dedicated webpage on treaty body elections.  Both now exist and we hope that this will assist States parties in monitoring and electing competent and independent treaty body members.  The Handbook also provides useful information to new and current members.  You will receive a copy of the handbook during this session.


As you know, the capacity of the Secretariat to service the Committee’s session is stretched due to an increasing workload and insufficient staffing.  As part of the UN greening policy, and to alleviate the physical burden on staff, the distribution of hard copy documentation has been substantially reduced with respect to other treaty bodies, with the aim to have paper smart sessions for all treaty bodies by 1 January 2017.   Your Committee has been at the forefront of the greening policy and we encourage the Committee to continue to demonstrate leadership to explore ways to work more efficiently and effectively. 
Mr. Vice-Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Notwithstanding our resource constraints, OHCHR continues to work to support the Committee and the application of norms and standards set down in the Convention.  In addition to the substantive and technical support provided by the Human Rights Treaties Division, the Office also works to encourage ratification of the Convention by communicating with signatory States, liaising with civil society and international trade unions, following up with relevant field presences, as well as preparing publications, for example, the joint IPU/ILO/OHCHR publication entitled Migration, Human Rights and Governance: A Handbook for Parliamentarians, and organizing side events and other promotional activities, including a social media campaign and webinar.  I understand that you will be meeting with colleagues from our Research and Right to Development Division and the Special Procedures Branch who will brief you further on their respective activities. In addition the efforts I already highlighted, the High Commissioner continues to champion the rights of migrants through bilateral meetings, including his recent meeting with the EU in Brussels, speaking engagements and press statements.  The Office pledges its continued support to the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrant workers and to the very important work of this Committee.

With that, Mr Vice-Chair, I wish you a successful session.

Thank you.
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