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Corporal punishment of children in Paraguay
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Constitution (1992), the Children and Adolescents Code (2001), the Criminal Code (1998) and the Law Against Domestic Violence (2000) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing.

A 2010 UNICEF study found that 61% of respondents had experienced violence or other kinds of mistreatment from their closest family members. The study, the first of its kind in Paraguay, involved over 800 children and young people aged 10-18, attending 54 private and public schools in different areas of the country. One in three 35% had experienced severe physical violence (being hit with objects, kicked, burned or suffocated) in their families; 13% had experienced “light” physical violence (including slaps, having their hair pulled and being forced to stay in uncomfortable positions); 13% had experienced psychological violence such as insults and threats of abandonment; 13% reported being hit until they bled, 7.7% needed medical attention.

There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in schools. A number of laws protect students’ dignity, including the Children and Adolescents Code (articles 21, 22 and 114) and the General Education Law (1998) (article 125), but they do not prohibit corporal punishment.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Constitution, the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure (1998). It is explicitly prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions in article 245 of the Children and Adolescents Code.
There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. The Minors Code explicitly prohibited corporal punishment in institutions for children who have been abandoned or are in danger, but this Code was revoked by the Children and Adolescents Code and the prohibition was not reiterated.

Paraguay’s fourth/fifth/sixth report to the Committee Against Torture
The List of Issues Prior to Reporting adopted by the Committee Against Torture asks the state party to indicate “what measures have been taken to prohibit corporal punishment of children, in accordance with the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/15/Add.166, para. 32)” (CAT/C/PRY/Q/4-6). In response, the fourth to sixth report of Paraguay outlines a number of non-legislative measures that are intended to prevent and eliminate the use of corporal punishment of children in prisons and in children’s shelters (CAT/C/PRY/4-6, paras. 160-167). However, it makes no mention of measures taken to underpin such efforts by prohibiting corporal punishment in law.
Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that all corporal punishment of children be prohibited in Paraguay – in its concluding observations on the second report in 2001 (CRC/C/15/Add.166, para. 32) and again on the third report in 2010 (CRC/C/PRY/CO/3, para. 38).
We hope the Committee Against Torture will urge the Government of Paraguay to enact legislation to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home, as a matter of priority.
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