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The Human Rights Platform (HRP) fights for an egalitarian, just, democratic and inclusive world where universal human rights and freedoms are accessible and secure for everyone, protected, and constantly improved through effective mechanisms. The Human Rights Platform is a platform established in 2021 as a result of the joint efforts of Queer Cyprus Association, Refugee Rights Association, Civil Society Initiative, Turkish Cypriot Human Rights Foundation, and Universal Patient Rights Association. Today, it continues its activities with the power of seven organizations with the participation of the Human Rights Platform, the Third Community Forum and the Think Positive Initiative.
Human Rights Platform sets an objective to ‘contribute to developing a more just, equitable, democratic, and inclusive society where human rights are not only respected but cherished’. Fort his purpose the Human Rights Platform Project was launched in October 2021. Human Rights Platform Project is funded by the European Union and implemented by the Human Rights Platform Association. The Human Rights Platform, which is formed with the participation of seven organizations operating in different thematic areas based on Human Rights, carries out a joint struggle under the titles of "Monitoring, Reporting and Advocacy", "Empowering Subjects", "Information, Awareness and Capacity Building" and "Developing Collaborations and Partnerships".
The missions of the platform can be explained in detail as follows: 
· Monitoring, Reporting, and Advocacy: It monitors, reports, and makes visible the implementation of human rights and freedoms, violations of rights, and advocates at local, regional, and international levels for the fulfilment of obligations.
· Empowering Subjects: Supports individuals and groups whose rights and freedoms are violated, who are or have the potential to be discriminated against; encourages and supports their self-advocacy.
· Increasing Knowledge, Awareness, and Capacity: Follows human rights standards, developments, and discussions in the field, makes them visible, increases knowledge and awareness; It strengthens the capacities of key actors such as decision makers, public institutions, civil society, media, and academia on human rights, democracy, and rights-based issues.
· Developing Collaborations and Partnerships: Establishes, facilitates, and supports a common agenda, learning from each other and solidarity with rights-based organizations working in different areas of human rights and freedoms; establishes and encourages collaborations and partnerships at international, regional, and local levels.

Mission definitions detailed by the joint work of the organizations in the platform are supported by the values ​​and principles agreed upon by the members of the platform, and all work is carried out by considering these principles. Our Principles are “Peaceful”, “Anti-militarist”, “Anti-capitalist”, “Anti-hierarchical”, “Feminist”, “Transparent and Accountable”, “Intersectional”, “Democracy and Polyphony”, “Multidisciplinary”, “Do No Harm”, “Autonomy – Independence”, “Anti-Discrimination”, “Anti-Racism and Xenophobia”, “Ethics”, “Ecologist”, “Non-Cis-heterosexist”, “Inclusive”, “Commitment to Universal Human Rights Principles”, “Accessible”, “Rights-Based Approach”.     

[bookmark: _Toc110868486]1.2 Acknowledgements
Human Rights Platform would like to express its special appreciation and thanks to the director, programme coordinators and the legal adviser of the platform. It is also acknowledged that the Republic of Cyprus has no effective control over the northern part of Cyprus but we believe that monitoring and reporting the human rights situation in northern part of Cyprus is very important for the possible reunification of the island as well as protecting the rights of Republic of Cyprus citizens living in northern part of Cyprus. Due to the lack of effective control of the Republic of Cyprus in the northern part of Cyprus, violations of rights in this area remain outside the international monitoring mechanisms, and systematic monitoring has not been carried out so far. We are working to change this situation and to address monitoring more comprehensively.
[bookmark: _Toc110868487]2. Executive summary
The present document is a thematic report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Republic of Cyprus from the perspective of the thematic areas of HRP which are Trafficking in Human Beings, LGBTI+ Rights, Democratic Participation in Decision Making, Refugee Rights, and Detention Conditions and Freedom from Torture. The report is based on the knowledge and experiences of the staff of the Human Rights Platform Project reflected in a list of issues format. It was concluded on 8th August 2022.
[bookmark: _Toc110868488]3. List of issues in relation to the seventh periodic report of Cyprus
· LGBTI+ organisations such as Queer Cyprus Association and some other women and youth organisations are excluded from the preperation and implementation of Action Plan on ways to ensure women’s full, equal and meaningful participation in the settlement process/an eventual settlement process in Cyprus [footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://uncyprustalks.unmissions.org/statement-united-nations-spokesperson-cyprus-13-april-2022
] 

· There are no Turkish or English language options available for any documents or announcements of Cyprus Scholarship Foundation. This issue is reported (File No: A.K.P. 2/2016) by Erman Dolmaci to the Ombudsperson’s Anti-Discrimination Body and the reply of the foundation was that they will ensure at least English language version of the documents in 2016/2017. Since then they haven’t been any progress and this issue is re-submitted to the Ombudsperson on  does not provide [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  http://www.cyscholarships.gov.cy/
] 

· Police departments in the northern part of Cyprus should investigate the hate speech crime targeting LGBTI+’s timely and carefully with the necessary sensitivity. Also, measures should be taken to prevent this crime since online hate speech targets the LGBTI+ community.
· Civil Union law passed in the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) for gay couples and even though Turkish Cypriots can enjoy this right if their partners are third-country citizens their partners can not get resident permits unless they are living in the controlled areas of the Republic of Cyprus. This restricts the couples to freely travel beyond the green line and also registered partners of the EU citizens can not enjoy their rights.
· Civil Union law (RoC) is not translated to Turkish (one of the official languages of the Republic of Cyprus ) because of this Turkish Cypriots or anyone who doesn’t speak English or Greek is expected to sign a paper that they don’t understand what is written on it. Including Civil Union law all the government documents should be translated to Turkish which is the official language of the Republic of Cyprus.
· In November 2021 Queer Cyprus Association implemented another billboard campaign to increase the awareness on the thematic fields that LGBTI+’s experience discrimination. One of the billboards featured in this awareness-raising campaign ‘My right’ was vandalised in the Trikomo - Iskele region in December [footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://www.queercyprus.org/en/we-condemn-the-vandalism-on-the-queer-cyprus-associations-my-right-campaign-billboard
] 

· In regards to Article 3 of the Covenant, the ‘Social Welfare Department’ in the northern part of Cyprus only provides services to citizens. When there are minors involved, they may be involved based on the best interest of the child however in the case of non-citizen adults, no social service is absolutely  provided. The ‘Social Welfare Department’ works very slow even in the cases of children, such as refugee children, and they fail to take appropriate measures on time to protect them. Refugees and trafficking victims are particularly amongst the most vulnerable groups that are refused to receive any kind of support. 
· In regards to Article 10 of the Covenant, human trafficking is criminalized in the northern part of Cyprus in March 2020. However, there is no body to monitor its implementation, no national referral mechanism and no guidelines introduced in the law enforcement to identify the victims and prosecute traffickers. There is no cooperation between Republic of Cyprus and the northern part of Cyprus to prosecute the traffickers, although human trafficking exists across the Green Line. The northern part of Cyprus lacks the legal and institutional framework to tackle this crime and assist the victims. There is no legal framework to introduce the rights of the trafficking victims, and  protect and assist them. There is no budget allocated by the local bodies to combat human trafficking. Moreover, there has been absolutely no convictions before the ‘courts’ and regardless of the complaints made by the Human Rights Platform several times to the ‘police’, human trafficking crime has recently beeen included into only one investigation and the case still continues before the ‘court’. Shelter houses for human trafficking victims as well as rehabilitation programs are absent. Finally, there is no national action plan in place. 
· In regards to Article 13, due to the absence of an asylum system in the northern part of Cyprus, refugee children are not assisted during their education. There are no measures introduced to decrease the drop-outs of refugee children, no language classes and no integration policies at all. Refugee children face racism and many challenges that sometimes lead to drop-out and there are no policies in place for anti-racism.
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