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Distinguished colleagues,
Representatives of States parties,
Colleagues from the United Nations,
Representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the thirty-fifth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Since the closure of our thirty-fourth session, the Bureau, Committee members and I have continued our engagement to support the effective functioning of the Committee and to advance the implementation of the Convention.
The past several months has been particularly important for the Committee and for the international human rights system.
In June, I participated in the nineteenth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention at United Nations Headquarters in New York, which this year marked the CRPD's twentieth anniversary.
Under the overarching theme of “CRPD at 20: celebrating and consolidating achievements and shaping the next phase of implementation in a changing world,” States parties, persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, United Nations entities and civil society reflected together on both the achievements of the past twenty years and the challenges ahead.
In my opening address, I emphasized that the CRPD fundamentally changed how the world understands disability.
It moved disability from welfare to human rights, from charity to dignity, from exclusion to participation, and from invisibility to recognition.
But I also stressed that twenty years of implementation have taught us another fundamental lesson:
No State implements this Convention alone. No country builds inclusion alone.
International cooperation under Article 32 is therefore not optional. It is essential to implementation.
Cooperation must include not only financing, but also technical cooperation, knowledge-sharing, capacity-building and solidarity among States, United Nations entities, national human rights institutions, organizations of persons with disabilities and other partners.
During COSP19, the Committee also contributed to discussions on issues directly related to our current normative work, including political and public participation, intersectional discrimination and disability-based violence.

Distinguished colleagues,
Immediately following COSP19, I participated in the thirty-eighth annual meeting of the Chairs of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies, held in Geneva from 15 to 19 June.
Our discussions took place at a particularly difficult moment for the treaty body system.
The United Nations liquidity crisis has resulted in reduced meeting time, pressure on the Secretariat's capacity, restrictions on stakeholder participation, and serious challenges to the predictable and effective functioning of the treaty bodies.
The Chairs therefore examined not only immediate responses to the financial crisis but also broader proposals concerning the future strengthening and reform of the treaty body system.
One conclusion was particularly important:
Crisis management is not reform.
Temporary measures adopted because of financial constraints must not become the new normal.
Efficiency cannot replace adequate financing, and reform cannot weaken the independence of treaty body experts, the specific mandates of individual Committees, accessibility, reasonable accommodation, or the meaningful participation of rights holders, national human rights institutions and civil society.
We also emphasized that the success of any future reform should ultimately be measured not simply by administrative efficiency, but by whether it leads to better implementation of treaty obligations and stronger protection of rights holders.
This principle is particularly important for our Committee.
Accessibility and reasonable accommodation are not additional administrative arrangements. They are legal obligations and essential conditions for the equal participation of Committee members, persons with disabilities and organizations of persons with disabilities in the international human rights system.
At the end of June, I also participated in Strasbourg in an important exchange between judges of the European Court of Human Rights and representatives of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies.
That dialogue reminded us of the importance of strengthening cooperation between international and regional human rights mechanisms.
From the perspective of the CRPD, I emphasized the continuing need for human rights jurisprudence to reflect the paradigm shift established by the Convention, particularly in areas such as equality and non-discrimination, legal capacity, deprivation of liberty, institutionalization and coercive treatment.
Different human rights systems have their own legal foundations and jurisprudence, but they share a common responsibility: to ensure that human rights law responds to changing realities while protecting the dignity, autonomy and equality of every person.
For this reason, dialogue between courts and treaty bodies, and the mutual consideration of jurisprudence, General Comments, concluding observations and other authoritative interpretations, can contribute to stronger and more coherent human rights protection.

Distinguished colleagues,
We are now beginning our thirty-fifth session with an ambitious substantive programme.
The Committee will continue its normative work concerning article 11 of the Convention on situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies.
This work is increasingly urgent.
Armed conflicts, humanitarian emergencies, climate-related disasters and displacement continue to have disproportionate consequences for persons with disabilities.
We will also advance our work on article 29 concerning participation in political and public life.
Participation cannot be reduced to consultation.
Persons with disabilities must be able to vote, stand for election, hold public office, participate in political parties and organizations, and take part meaningfully in public decision-making.
The Committee will also continue its work on the Guidelines on Intersectional Discrimination and the Guidelines on Disability-Based Violence.
These are critical areas of our work.
Discrimination against persons with disabilities does not occur in isolation. Disability interacts with gender, age, race, ethnicity, Indigenous identity, migration status, poverty and many other circumstances.
Similarly, violence against persons with disabilities may be structural, institutional and persistent, and may sometimes be hidden behind the language of protection, treatment or care.
Our responsibility is to make these forms of discrimination and violence visible and to provide clear guidance to States on prevention, protection, accountability, access to justice and effective remedies.
The Committee will also continue its work on individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, as well as on its working methods and institutional effectiveness.
Distinguished colleagues,
This session has an additional and historic significance.
We are meeting during the twentieth anniversary year of the Convention.
Twenty years ago, the CRPD established a profound normative transformation.
Today, our challenge is to ensure that this transformation becomes a lived reality.
The question is no longer only whether rights are recognized in legislation.
The question is whether a person with a disability can experience those rights in everyday life:
in their home,
in their school,
in their workplace,
in their community,
in the justice system,
in political life,
and during conflict and humanitarian emergencies.
On 27 August, the final day of this session, we will hold a special symposium examining the Committee’s journey, present challenges and future direction.
It will provide an opportunity to look honestly at what the Committee and the Convention have achieved, what remains unfinished, and what priorities should guide us during the next decade.
Twenty years after the adoption of the Convention, recognition alone is no longer sufficient.
Our responsibility is to move from normative transformation to lived equality — from rights on paper to lived justice.
As we begin this session, I would like once again to recognize the indispensable role of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations.
Their participation is not supplementary to the work of this Committee.
It is fundamental to its legitimacy and effectiveness.
I also wish to thank my fellow Committee members, our Secretariat, colleagues from OHCHR, States parties and all partners who continue to support the work of this Committee under very challenging circumstances.
The first twenty years established the standards.
The next decade must make those standards a lived reality for every person with a disability, everywhere.
Thank you.
