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Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
		List of issues prior to submission of the combined second to fourth periodic reports of Cyprus[footnoteRef:1]* [1: 	*	Adopted by Committee intersessionally on 15 September 2025.] 

	A.	Purpose and general obligations (arts. 1–4) 
1. Please inform the Committee about progress achieved and mechanisms established to implement the State party’s general obligations under the Convention and the recommendations of the Committee’s previous concluding observations,[footnoteRef:2] including on:  [2: 		CRPD/C/CYP/CO/1. Paragraphs cited in this list of issues prior to reporting refer to those in the Committee’s previous concluding observations concerning Cyprus, unless otherwise indicated.] 

	(a)	Measures taken to ensure that laws and policies are harmonized with the Convention and that the concept of disability used in the State Party is fully in line with the human rights model of disability (para. 6), as defined in the Committee’s general comment No. 6 (2018) on equality and non-discrimination;
	(b)	Achievements of the third National Disability Action Plan 2021-2023, of the Revised National Disability Strategy 2018-2028 and of the fourth National Disability Action Plan 2024-2028, in particular on their funding and the inclusion of measurable quantitative and qualitative indicators with defined timelines and their outcome (para. 10); 
	(c)	Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in all strategic and legislative activities relating to the full range of issues concerning them, including the proposed new law on persons with disabilities. 
	(d)	Steps taken to guarantee sufficient financial, technical and human resources for the Cyprus Confederation of Organisations of the Disabled (CCOD/KYSOA) to exercise its functions pursuant to Law 143(I), 2006, including within the framework of the Advisory Committee for the Monitoring of the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the joint working group with the municipality of the State Party’s capital of Nicosia.
[bookmark: _Toc38012104]	B.	Specific rights (arts. 5–30)
[bookmark: _Toc38012105]		Equality and non-discrimination (art. 5)
2. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Legal and other measures taken to prohibit, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, all forms of disability-based discrimination in national legislation, explicitly recognizing the denial of reasonable accommodation across all areas of life, including within the public and private sectors, as disability-based discrimination (para. 12), such as pursuant to the Persons with Disabilities Law, 2000, and to article 30E (1) (d) (ii) of the Radio and Television Broadcasters Law, 1998, following its 2021 amendments;
	(b)	Plans to revise the Constitution with a view to expressly prohibiting disability-based discrimination;
	(c)	Specific measures taken to prevent and rectify, and the types of administrative and judicial remedies available and resorted to by, and the redress accorded to victims, particularly Turkish Cypriots with disabilities and women and girls and asylum-seekers and refugees with disabilities, who are affected by multiple forms of discrimination and intersectional discrimination (paras. 14 and 18 (b)).
[bookmark: _Toc38012106]		Women with disabilities (art. 6)
3. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Measures taken to develop specific strategies, policies, plans and programmes to promote the development, empowerment, and economic independence of women and girls with disabilities, and to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are mainstreamed in general strategies to advance gender equality, such as the 2024-2026 Strategy on Equality between Women and Men, and in other strategies, including by the Commissioner for Gender Equality, and promote the realization of the rights of women and girls with disabilities (para. 18 (a));
	(b)	Measures adopted to prevent multiple and intersectional discrimination against women and girls with disabilities, in particular those with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, in all spheres of their lives, including education, employment, health, and participation in political and public life, and to prevent and combat exploitation, domestic and gender-based violence and abuse of persons with disabilities throughout the State Party (para. 18 (b));
	(c)	Measures taken to include a gender-perspective in all legislation, strategies, policies, plans and programmes for persons with disabilities, such as the third National Action Plan on Disability 2021-2023, of the Revised National Disability Strategy 2018-2028 and of the fourth National Disability Action Plan 2024-2028, and their impact, and in the collection, disaggregation and publication of relevant statistical data, including on the education, employment, health and participation in political and public life of women and girls with disabilities, and on exploitation, domestic and gender-based violence and abuse against women and girls with disabilities (para. 18 (c));
	(d)	The results of the Pan-Cypriot survey on the socioeconomic situation, the needs and expectations of women who belong to vulnerable groups and are subject to multiple forms of discrimination and intersectional discrimination, including women and girls with disabilities, as foreseen in the third National Action Plan on Disability 2021-2023;
	(e)	The participation of women with disabilities in planning, policy- and decision-making, including through their representative organizations (para. 18 (a)).
[bookmark: _Toc38012107]		Children with disabilities (art. 7)
4. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Progress made to ensure equal enjoyment of their rights by children with disabilities in the State Party, describing how human rights-based laws, strategies, policies, plans and programmes protecting the rights of the child serve the best interests of children with disabilities, including with respect to access by children with disabilities and their families to asylum and refugee procedures, reasonable accommodation, early intervention, health care, child protection systems, and other forms of individualized and necessary service and support, such as earmarked financial support, for example, pursuant to the Leave (Paternity, Parental, Care, Force Majeure) and Flexible Working Arrangements for Work-Life Balance Law, 2022, and the Special Paid Leave for Child Care scheme for parents caring for children with disabilities (para. 20), and the recognition of parents of children with disabilities as informal caregivers;
	(b)	Measures taken to eliminate legal and practical barriers, including stigmatization, that may prevent children with disabilities from having access to social protection, health services and an inclusive, quality education system on an equal basis with other children and, in particular, to ensure their enrolment in mainstream schools and the provision of suitable assistive devices (paras. 22 and 50), in view of the voluntary pledges and commitments for the State Party’s candidature to the Human Rights Council 2025-2027[footnoteRef:3]; [3: 		 A/79/94, Annex, para. 9 (j).] 

	(c)	Measures taken, with appropriate human, technical and financial resources, to enable children with disabilities to participate in decision-making processes in matters that concern them, including through their representative organizations;
	(d)	Plans to establish a centralized registry of children with disabilities with disaggregated qualitative and quantitative statistical data to enable disability- and child-sensitive policy-making.
[bookmark: _Toc38012108]		Awareness-raising (art. 8)
5. Please provide information on:
	(a)	The extent to which persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in public awareness campaigns and, in particular, in the planning and implementation of strategies, policies, plans and programmes;
	(b)	Measures taken to combat stereotypes and prejudice about persons with disabilities in all areas of life, such as stigma, ableism, and discrimination, including in prenatal diagnosis of Down syndrome or other impairment, supported by disaggregated qualitative and quantitative statistical data.
[bookmark: _Toc38012109]		Accessibility (art. 9)
6. With reference to the European Accessibility Act (EU Directive 2019/882) on the accessibility requirements for products and services, the European Electronic Communications Code (EU Directive 2018/1972), EU Directive 2018/1808 on audiovisual media services, and EU Directive 2016/2102 on the accessibility of websites and mobile applications, please inform the Committee of:
	(a)	The results of (further) measures taken, including the monitoring mechanisms put in place in this regard, to ensure an accessible environment for persons with disabilities, including pursuant to the Accessibility of Products and Services Law, 2024, and in terms of the design of public and private buildings and structures, such as in implementing the amendments to the Streets and Buildings Regulations Law and Regulations by Law 111(I), 2017, and Regulations 248/2017;[footnoteRef:4] improvements to transport, including pursuant to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Law, 1972;[footnoteRef:5] and other measures taken in the field of information and communication technologies, including pursuant to the Radio and Television Broadcasters (Amendment) Law, 2021,[footnoteRef:6] and the Accessibility of Websites and Applications for Mobile Devices of Public Sector Organisations Law, 2019; in accordance with the provisions of article 9 of the Convention, as described in general comment No. 2 (2014) on accessibility (paras. 26 and 28); [4: 		 CRPD/C/CYP/CO/1/Add.1, paras. 2 and 3.]  [5: 		 Ibid., paras. 9 and 10. ]  [6: 		 Ibid., paras. 4-6.] 

	(b)	The progress made, in the area of access to roads, in equipping traffic lights with sound signals that provide voice announcements;
	(c)	Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in the development, implementation and monitoring of accessibility strategies, policies, plans and programmes as well as infrastructure projects;
	(d)	The status of the infringement proceedings of the European Commission against Cyprus for failing to transpose the European Accessibility Act. 
		Right to life (art. 10)
7. Please provide information on:
	(a)	The adaption, monitoring and enforcing of all possible measures to identify causes of death, including suicide, and on  all prevention measures necessary to address the situations of risk of death among persons with disabilities (para. 30);
	(b)	Laws, regulations and practices on individual decisions about the use of life‑ending measures, and on their implications for persons with disabilities;
	(c)	Triage rules in situations of scarcity of medical emergency services, and on their implications for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc38012110]		Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (art. 11)
8. Please inform the Committee of:
	(a)	Measures taken to review, and if necessary, amend all relevant legislation, to include disability in disaster risk reduction programmes, including the registering of all persons with disabilities and training provided to emergency responders and relevant public authorities, notably by closely consulting and actively involving persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the development of such legislation, and to ensure equal and safe access, and accessible communication and evacuation measures and emergency shelters, including in cases of natural disasters such as wildfires;
	(b)	Any disaster risk reduction strategy that includes organizations of persons with disabilities, including asylum-seekers and refugees with disabilities and persons with disabilities in refugee-like situations, in the planning, design and implementation thereof, including the “Tripos” project,[footnoteRef:7] in accordance with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030; [7: 		 Ibid., para. 7.] 

	(c)	The features of the Emergency Call Management Centre at Police Headquarters to provide sufficient means of access to the telephone- and text-based emergency service “112” and the “Next Gen 112” system for it to be made fully accessible to all persons with disabilities in emergency situations, as required by EU Directive 2009/136/EC (paras. 26 and 32).[footnoteRef:8] [8: 		 Ibid., para. 8.] 

9. Please provide information on measures taken to put in place a targeted and sustainable humanitarian emergency framework, including the “Tripos” project,[footnoteRef:9] with a view to ensuring that the rights of persons with disabilities are protected on an equal basis with others, particularly in the context of a public health emergency resulting from a pandemic, in particular: [9: 		 Ibid., para. 7. ] 

	(a)	Measures taken to provide persons with disabilities with accessible information on the scale and prevention of the pandemic; 
	(b)	Measures taken to ensure continued access to support services and general community services, including home care and personal assistance; 
	(c)	Measures taken to ensure equal access to health care, particularly life-saving measures;
	(d)	Measures ensuring close consultation with and active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the planning, design and implementation of humanitarian assistance programmes (paras. 26 and 32).
[bookmark: _Toc38012111]		Equal recognition before the law (art. 12)
10. Please provide information on:
	(a)	The status of current legislative processes for the statutory incorporation into existing legislation of the right to recognition before the law of all persons with disabilities, in particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, in all civil, criminal and administrative matters, including equal enjoyment of rights relating to property, the exercise of administrative and legal acts, inheritance, voting and decision-making, in particular whether the draft law on self-advocacy and supported decision-making has been adopted in line with the Convention and in accordance with general comment No. 1 (2014) on equal recognition before the law (para. 34);
	(b)	Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in the legislative process, future implementation of the law and monitoring thereof;
	(c)	The number and proportion of persons with disabilities under guardianship, in particular persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, and measures taken to move from guardianship to supported decision-making regimes, including the right to provide and withdraw informed consent in all circumstances, in line with the Convention and the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2014) on equal recognition before the law;
	(d)	Any report on the implementation of the Convention on the International Protection of Adults and the cases in which this Convention has been used to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and guarantee their right to self-determination and freedom of movement. 
[bookmark: _Toc38012112]		Access to justice (art. 13)
11. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Measures that the State Party intends to take to provide procedural, gender- and age-appropriate accommodations in judicial and administrative proceedings for persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and persons who are deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind, in particular measures to provide information in accessible formats such as sign language, Braille, and easy-to-read, and to ensure the physical accessibility of court buildings and all judicial and administrative facilities (para. 36);
[bookmark: _Hlk61957467]	(b)	Measures taken to ensure that the rights of victims with disabilities and persons with disabilities suspected or accused of an offence are fully aligned with the Convention, the European Victims’ Rights Directive (EU Directive 2012/29), which is currently undergoing a revision that is also specifically relevant for persons with disabilities, other relevant EU directives and the EU Victims’ Rights Strategy (2020-2025);
	(c)	Training programmes for judicial and police officials on the rights enshrined in the Convention and for persons with disabilities so that they can become part of the judicial system as lawyers, judges or law enforcement personnel (para. 36); 
	(d)	Access to legal aid for persons with disabilities tailored to their needs.
[bookmark: _Toc38012113]		Liberty and security of the person (art. 14)
12. Please provide: 
	(a)	Information on legislative measures taken to prohibit all forms of non-voluntary detention and/or treatment on the grounds of impairment or impairment-related assumptions and to ensure adequate and individualized support to persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities (para. 38);
	(b)	Statistical data, disaggregated by sex and impairment, on the number of persons with disabilities placed in mental health facilities or in detention, on the grounds of a real or supposed impairment, without their free and informed consent, specifying any measures taken to guarantee their right to liberty and security, and information on measures taken to protect the safety of women with disabilities who are held with men in penal, psychiatric or other institutions and who are vulnerable to sexual exploitation and abuse;
	(c)	Information on endeavours by the State Party, within the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, to redirect efforts towards the development and implementation of voluntary measures in the field of mental health care and the withdrawal of the State Party from the process related to  the draft Additional Protocol to the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine (ETS No. 164) concerning the protection of the human rights and dignity of persons with regard to involuntary placement and involuntary treatment within mental healthcare services (Oviedo Convention), which is not in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; 
	(d)	Information on the plans and available infrastructure to support the implementation of the Council of Europe recommendation on respect for autonomy in mental health care.
[bookmark: _Toc38012114]		Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (art.  15)
13. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Legislation allowing the use of seclusion, physical, chemical or mechanical restraints, isolation or other non-consensual practices on persons with disabilities, particularly persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, in psychiatric hospitals and other institutions, on the current application of this legislation, and on measures taken or planned to abolish it;
	(b)	Measures taken to train police and prison officers on the prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of persons with disabilities;
	(c)	Procedures in place and their actual use to investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment in institutional settings and outside, on the remedies available and the ones provided, and on the number of cases investigated annually and their outcome;
	(d)	Measures taken or planned to strengthen the capacity of the national preventive mechanism of the Commissioner for Administration and Protection of Human Rights (Ombudsman).
[bookmark: _Toc38012115]		Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse (art. 16)
14. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Efforts to strengthen and implement legislation and harmonize it with the Convention to provide for accessible monitoring and reporting mechanisms to detect, prevent and combat all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse in relation to persons with disabilities, including domestic and sexual violence or neglect, in particular in relation to women, children and asylum-seekers and refugees with disabilities (para. 40);
	(b)	Measures taken to provide capacity-building among the judiciary and training to police officers, health and social employees to ensure accessible and inclusive support services, including confidential complaint mechanisms, as well as shelters and other support measures for victims’ recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration, taking into account their age, disability and sex (para. 40);
	(c)	Statistical data on violence against persons with disabilities, especially persons with disabilities still in institutional settings, disaggregated by sex, gender, age, ethnicity and impairment, as well as data on the number of prosecutions, convictions and sentences imposed on perpetrators of violence against persons with disabilities.
15. Please provide information on the steps and timetable envisaged to implement the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention), including on the Prevention and Combating of Violence and Harassment in the Workplace Law, 2025, with a view to the rights of persons with disabilities who are victims of violence against women and domestic violence.
[bookmark: _Toc38012116]		Protecting the integrity of the person (art. 17)
16. Please provide information on: 
	(a)	Measures taken to abolish all forms of guardianship and to prohibit any form of exploitation and the performance of any intrusive medical or surgical intervention, including sterilization, castration and contraception, on persons with disabilities, particularly those with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and women and girls with disabilities, without their individual, prior and free and informed consent or based on a decision by an administrator under any circumstances (para. 42); 
	(b)	The adoption of safeguards to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy full autonomy with respect to their sexual and reproductive rights, on an equal basis with others, including by enabling them to retain their fertility, and that awareness of that issue be promoted among health professionals and the general public (paras. 42 and 52);	
	(c)	Reliable and disaggregated statistical data on the number of reported cases of violations of article 17 of the Convention; 
	(d)	Measures taken to ensure that the remedies put in place are accessible to victims with disabilities, including the sanctions imposed on perpetrators.
[bookmark: _Toc38012117]		Liberty of movement and nationality (art. 18)
17. Please provide information on:
	(a)	The situation of migrants, including migrant workers and members of their families, asylum-seekers and refugees with disabilities, including whether reception centres and migrant detention centres provide for reasonable accommodation;
	(b)	Legislative or policy frameworks aimed at guaranteeing all their rights under the Convention and protecting them from statelessness, including access to refugee status determination procedures, disability support schemes and allowances to ensure an adequate standard of living , based on a human rights-based approach to disability, in the Refugee Law, 2000-2020, and other refugee and asylum legislation, strategies, policies, plans and programmes (para. 16).
[bookmark: _Toc38012118]		Living independently and being included in the community (art. 19)
18. In view of the European Commission’s 2024 Guidance on Independent Living for Persons with Disabilities, and the voluntary pledges and commitments for the State Party’s candidature to the Human Rights Council 2025-2027,[footnoteRef:10] please provide information on the following: [10: 		 A/79/94, Annex, para. 9 (l).] 

	(a)	The development and implementation of safeguards securing the right to independent living and to dignified living of persons with disabilities who continue to live in State institutions (para. 44 (a));
	(b)	Plans for the adoption and implementation of a national deinstitutionalization strategy to prioritize community inclusion in line with the Convention, the related timetable and budgetary allocations, and measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in the strategy’s design and implementation (para. 44 (b));
	(c)	The resources allocated to support measures, strategies, policies, plans and programmes to promote independent living and community inclusion (para. 44 (c)), including social protection and disability benefits that support independent living rather than institutionalization, including person with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities and autistic persons;
	(d)	The primary care, home care and residential care, support services and personal assistance available, and the technological rights and support envisaged under social services and health legislation, indicating whether these services are free of charge;
	(e)	The results achieved in implementing measures to promote the inclusion and independence of persons with disabilities.	
		Personal mobility (art. 20)
19. Please provide information on measures taken to ensure that mobility aids and assistive devices required by persons with disabilities are accessible and affordable and on the proportion of persons with disabilities entitled to mobility aids and assistive devices provided by the State Party (para. 56).
[bookmark: _Toc38012120]		Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information (art. 21)
20. Please inform the Committee of:
	(a)	Measures taken to promote and protect the right to freedom of expression of persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities;
	(b)	Measures taken to promote the right for persons with hearing and/or visual impairments, including deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind persons, and their environment, including family members, to learn and communicate in Cypriot sign language and tactile communication, including by developing a Cypriot sign language dictionary and allocating sufficient financial resources for high quality education of sign-language interpreters in the area of public services, leisure and cultural activities and in broadcasting, including pursuant to the Sign Language Law, 2006 (para. 46);
	(c)	Measures taken to improve access to information in accessible formats, including Braille, Easy Read and other means and modes of augmentative and alternative communication in compliance with international standards, and to make information and communications technologies accessible to persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others (para. 48);
	(d)	Measures taken to ensure the accessibility of audiovisual media services to persons with disabilities by means of audio description, sign language and subtitling, in particular through the disability-specific implementation of the EU Directive 2018/1808 on audiovisual media services, such as the  Radio and Television Organisations (Amendment) Law, 2021, and of the standards of the Web Accessibility Initiative of the World Wide Web Consortium, when creating or publishing content on the Internet.
		Respect for privacy (art. 22)
21. Please provide information on: 
	(a)	Regulations governing the protection of the private data of persons with disabilities;
	(b)	Measures to ensure mandatory accessibility requirements and respect for the rights of persons with disabilities to non-discrimination and privacy for all providers and users of artificial intelligence platforms.
[bookmark: _Toc38012121]		Respect for home and the family (art. 23)
22. Please provide information on support measures available for parents of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, and for parents with disabilities to exercise their parental responsibilities and right to family life with regard to marriage, family, parenthood and relationships, including the adoption of children, on an equal basis with others, and on any legal provisions and practical barriers preventing persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities from marrying and taking on parental responsibilities, and on planned measures to abolish them.
[bookmark: _Toc38012122]		Education (art. 24)
23. In view of the voluntary pledges and commitments for the State Party’s candidature to the Human Rights Council 2025-2027[footnoteRef:11]; please indicate: [11: 		 Ibid., para. 9 (j).] 

	(a)	The financial, technical and human resources available to provide reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities based on individual needs, to provide them with the support they need within the mainstream education system, in the public and private sectors at all levels, and to continue to train teachers and all education and non-teaching staff for the provision of inclusive, quality education settings, in line with general comment No. 4 (2016) on the right to inclusive education, measures taken to promote and encourage the training and recruitment of teachers and university lectures with disabilities, and measures taken to implement targets 4.5 and 4.a of the Sustainable Development Goals (para. 50);
	(b)	Measures taken to eliminate legal and practical barriers, including pursuant to the Education and Training of Children with Special Needs Law, 1999, and Regulations, 2001, that may prevent children with disabilities from having access to an inclusive quality education system on an equal basis (paras. 22 and 50); 
	(c)	The availability of transport services for students with disabilities from their place of residence to their education facilities, particularly on the kindergarten and primary education levels;
	(d)	The number of children with disabilities enrolled in mainstream schools and in special schools or separate educational institutions at different levels of education, as a proportion of the total number of children with disabilities attending both types of educational institution, disaggregated by sex;
	(e)	The number and percentage of persons with disabilities with access to education at all levels, broken down by age and sex, type of disability and type of education facilities.
[bookmark: _Toc38012123]		Health (art. 25)
24. Please provide information on:
	(a)	Measures taken to ensure physical and communicative access to health services, to means of communication and equipment, and to health information in all accessible formats, and their affordability, including of specialist services and palliative care, and measures to systematically train health personnel on the rights of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, in particular autistic children, to have access to health care and health services, including mental health care for all ages (para. 52);
	(b)	Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls with disabilities, have access to information on HIV/AIDS, and to dental care, especially ensuring the availability of general anaesthesia for all persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, on an equal basis with others;
	(c)	Measures taken or planned to ensure access of asylum-seekers with disabilities to the general health care system;
	(d)	Efforts undertaken to train health care professionals and support staff on the human rights-based approach to disability, including training on the various requirements of persons with disabilities, respect for autonomous decision-making, and on their rights and means of accessible information and communication, and to avoid discriminatory and negative attitudes and stereotypes towards persons with disabilities, particularly those with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities;
	(e)	Measures addressing any staff shortage of social care and health care professionals and support personnel;
	(f)	 Measures taken to ensure the implementation of the European Patient Mobility Directive (EU Directive 2011/24 on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare) with a view to persons with disabilities.
		Habilitation and rehabilitation (art. 26)
25. In view of the Bill on Rehabilitation Services, please explain:
	(a)	The envisaged legal framework, strategies, policies, plans and programmes and the applicable standards, as well as their implementation, for persons with disabilities and how these frameworks guarantee their autonomy and inclusion moving away from a medical to a human rights-based model to ensure access to specialised, individual, adequate and affordable habilitation and rehabilitation services throughout their lives, regardless of their social and economic situation, including those services to combat long-term unemployment among persons with disabilities;
	(b)	Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities are closely consulted and actively involved, including through their representative organizations, in the design, implementation and monitoring of habilitation and rehabilitation frameworks.
		Work and employment (art. 27)
26. With reference to the EU Disability Employment Package, and in view of and the voluntary pledges and commitments for the State Party’s candidature to the Human Rights Council 2025-2027,[footnoteRef:12] please indicate: [12: 		 Ibid., para. 9 (l).] 

	(a)	Measures taken, such as extending to the private sector the quota system for the public sector pursuant to the Recruitment of Persons with Disabilities in the Wider Public Sector (Special Provisions) Law, 2009, as amended by Law 105(I)/2018, to ensure equal pay for work of equal value in all sectors and eliminating the gender gap in employment, including the gender pay gap, to increase the employment of persons with disabilities in the open labour market, and statistical data on women and men with disabilities participating in initiatives or programmes aimed at improving access to work and employment, disaggregated by sex, age and type of impairment (para. 54);
	(b)	Incentives provided to employers to promote the employment of persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, mechanisms for monitoring the provision of support, and training provided to employers on the rights of persons with disabilities and on reasonable accommodation;
	(c)	Progress made towards effective implementation of the obligation for employers to provide reasonable accommodation for employees with disabilities, in view of Equal Treatment in Employment and Occupation Law, 2004, the EU Guidelines and good practices on reasonable accommodation at work, 2024, developed under article 5 of the European Employment Directive (EU Directive 2000/78/EC);
	(d)	Measures taken to facilitate the combination of paid work and entitlements to disability allowances of persons with disabilities, given that disability allowances are reportedly terminated once the monthly salary exceeds €512, and for the close consultation and active participation of persons with disabilities, including through their representative organizations, in work-related matters.
[bookmark: _Toc38012125]		Adequate standard of living and social protection (art. 28)
27. In view of the fact that more than a quarter of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities over the age of 16, face poverty in the State Party, according to the latest figures from Eurostat for 2024, and of the ongoing programme of the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (DSID) entitled “Extension and Upgrading of the New Disability Assessment System” for the period of 2021-2027 to assess the eligibility for social benefits and services of persons with disabilities, co-funded by the European Social Fund, please provide information, supported by disaggregated qualitative and quantitative statistical data, on:
	(a)	Measures taken to reduce significantly the pay gap between persons with and without disabilities and to ensure that all persons with disabilities have access to social protection programmes and poverty-reduction support services on an equal basis with others, and to specific programmes and services for persons with disabilities living in poverty to enable them to meet the cost of disability (para. 56), including access to accessible and affordable housing;
	(b)	Social protection measures, including a social protection floor, for persons with disabilities, particularly families with a child or parent with disabilities, to eliminate the additional costs associated with disability (para. 56), including on plans to review and amend the Guaranteed Minimum Income Law, 2014, in order to detach disability allowances from criteria under this Law;
	(c)	The legal framework of the disability pension and insurance schemes and their impact on persons with disabilities, in particular:
	(i)	The percentage of income taxation of disability benefits, particularly of persons with disabilities living in poverty;
	(ii)	Information on measures taken or planned to address any gaps in the disability insurance system, including gaps between graduation from school and entering the work force and in other situations where the insurance system is not involved.
[bookmark: _Toc38012126]		Participation in political and public life (art. 29)
28. Please indicate measures taken to: 
	(a)	Ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of political life and public life, including their effective representation in political and public decision-making bodies, encompassing the right to stand for public office and to participate in the conduct of public affairs;
	(b)	Measures taken to guarantee to all persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities, the right to vote and to stand for election at the municipal, national and European levels, with a view to article 31 of the Constitution, including ensuring the physical accessibility of all polling stations and the use of accessible formats, including Braille, Easy Read and sign language in electoral procedures, and to ensure that persons with disabilities are guaranteed secrecy in the voting process (para. 58);[footnoteRef:13] [13: 		 See also CRPD/C/CYP/CO/1/Add.1, para. 11.] 

	(c)	Steps taken to collect reliable and disaggregated data regarding the exercise of the right to vote and stand for election by persons with disabilities;[footnoteRef:14] [14: 		 See also ibid., para. 12.] 

	(d)	Measures taken to provide civic education to persons with disabilities on electoral processes and participation in political and public life.
[bookmark: _Toc38012127]		Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (art. 30)
29. Please inform the Committee of:
	(a)	Measures taken to eliminate social and environmental barriers hindering the participation of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, in cultural life and in recreational, leisure and sports activities and their use of facilities, including with respect to the EuroBasket 2025 and the European Disability Card;
	(b)	Steps taken towards the ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled (para. 60).
[bookmark: _Toc38012128]	C.	Specific obligations (arts. 31–33)
[bookmark: _Toc38012129]		Statistics and data collection (art. 31)
30. Please indicate:
	(a)	Measures taken to systematize the collection, analysis and dissemination of appropriate information to inform public policies, including disaggregated qualitative and quantitative statistical data on persons with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, children with disabilities, older persons with disabilities, asylum-seekers and refugees with disabilities, and persons with intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities (para. 62);
	(b)	Measures taken to gather this information in accordance with the Convention and the human rights model of disability, as defined in the Committee’s general comment No. 6 (2018) to ensure their access to all the rights under the Convention;
	(c)	Steps taken or planned to incorporate the Washington Group Short Set of Questions on Disability in forthcoming censuses and household and other surveys.
[bookmark: _Toc38012130]		International cooperation (art. 32)
31. Please provide information on:
	(a)	How persons with disabilities, including through their representative organizations, are closely consulted and actively involved in the design and all actions to implement measures of international cooperation, including the conclusion of international cooperation agreements, ensuring that funds provided to other countries are not used for actions contrary to those provided for in the Convention (para. 64);
	(b)	Measures taken or planned to ensure that the State Party’s international development programmes are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;
	(c)	Close consultations with and active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals in the State Party’s international cooperation programmes, in its participation at the European Union level, including in the 2022 EU Global Health Strategy: Better Health for All in a Changing World, and in international organizations at the regional and global level.
[bookmark: _Toc38012131]		National implementation and monitoring (art. 33)
32. Please inform the Committee of: 
	(a)	The competencies of the designated focal point, namely the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (DSID) within the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare, in coordinating the implementation of the Convention across different sectors and at different levels, and information on any other focal points in the Government at the national and municipal levels, and their organizational structure, financial, technical and human resources, and impact; 
	(b)	Measures taken to strengthen the capacity of the Commissioner for Administration and Protection of Human Rights (Ombudsman) as the Independent Monitoring Mechanism of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to monitor the implementation of the Convention, with sufficient allocations of financial, technical and human resources (para. 66);
	(c)	Measures taken to ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in monitoring processes. 
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