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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Committee members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour to open the ninety-second session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. First, please allow me to wish you all a happy and peaceful 2026. 
This session was originally scheduled for October 2025 but was regrettably postponed due to the United Nations liquidity crisis. We are therefore pleased that you can now convene  to continue your essential work, including  holding dialogues with Argentina, the Czech Republic, El Salvador, Iraq, Lesotho, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Viet Nam and by considering eight individual communications, a report on follow-up to individual communications, a women, peace and security addendum to update your general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations, as well as draft revised rules of procedure of the Committee. 
You are meeting at a very difficult moment for multilateralism and for human rights, including for women’s rights. Around the world, ten percent of women live in extreme poverty, a figure that has not improved since 2020. 26.1 percent of women face food insecurity compared to 24.2 percent of men – that is 64 million more women than men.[footnoteRef:2] For too many girls, education ends abruptly with nearly one in five young women married before turning 18. In addition, 1 in 8 women aged 15–49 suffered from partner violence in 2024 alone. Yet where strong laws, protection systems and support services exist, rates are 2.5 times lower. Approximately 708 million women are excluded from the labour market by unpaid care work.  Women make up only about 29 per cent of the global tech workforce and nearly 28 per cent of women’s jobs are at risk from AI, compared to 21 per cent of men’s. [2:  https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/explainer/gender-equality-in-2025-gains-gaps-and-the-342t-choice] 


At the same time, severe reductions in global aid have forced frontline women’s rights and civil society groups to reduce or close essential services, including shelters, legal aid, psychosocial support, and prevention programmes for survivors of gender-based violence.[footnoteRef:3] Cuts to WHO and other health programmes have deprived millions of women and girls of access to essential health services, including maternal health services.[footnoteRef:4] And although 676 million women and girls lived within 50 kilometres of deadly conflict in 2024, the highest number in decades, budget cuts have severely impacted populations in need of humanitarian aid, including women and girls. At the end of June, less than 17% of the $46 billion needed to meet global humanitarian needs in 2025 had been received, according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), marking a 40 per cent drop compared to 2024. [3:  https://knowledge.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2025/10/at-risk-and-underfunded-how-funding-cuts-are-threatening-efforts-to-end-violence-against-women-and-girls]  [4:  https://unric.org/en/humanitarian-aid-the-most-vulnerable-already-severely-impacted-by-budget-cuts/] 

The message is clear: we must act now. We call on governments, donors, and all partners to urgently renew their commitment to protecting women’s and girls’ human rights, end gender-based violence and restore essential services. Together, we can - and must – strive to reverse these trends for the benefit of women and girls worldwide.

Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Monsieur les membres,

[bookmark: _Hlk218845008]À cet égard, le HCDH s'engage à établir des partenariats mondiaux pour faire progresser les droits humains. Au cours des prochains mois, le Haut-Commissaire lancera l'Alliance mondiale pour les droits humains, une initiative de grande envergure et à long terme visant à replacer les droits humains au cœur du leadership politique, du débat public et de la vie quotidienne.
L'Alliance mondiale réunira les gouvernements, la société civile, les jeunes, les artistes, les scientifiques, les entreprises, les organisations philanthropiques et l'ensemble du système des Nations Unies afin de défendre les droits humains, d'inspirer une action collective et de renforcer l'écosystème mondial des droits humains. Son objectif est de renouveler la promesse de la Déclaration universelle des droits de l'homme et de construire un monde dans lequel la responsabilité, la dignité et la justice définissent les relations entre les personnes et les institutions.
Nous comptons sur votre soutien pour cette initiative transformatrice. Ensemble, nous pouvons faire en sorte que les droits humains restent le fondement de la paix, de la sécurité et du développement durable.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Your work has never been more important. And yet, treaty bodies are facing unprecedented constraints. In 2025, more than 30 percent of meeting time was lost, and this caused major delays, resulted in the cancellation of State party reviews as well as pre-sessional working groups, and, coupled with a decrease in State party reports received in 2025, had serious consequences for the functioning of the treaty body system. 
This year, we expect the resource situation to remain extremely challenging with further cuts in both post and non-post resources.  This means less meeting time, reduced conference services, fewer deliverables, and, ultimately, less impact. 
The High Commissioner has consistently warned that, if this trend continues, the system risks reaching a breaking point. He has called for innovative ideas / solutions, including in connection with the UN80 Initiative. This challenge was addressed as an issue of high importance at the Chairpersons’ informal meeting in early December 2025 and will be a topic for their formal annual meeting in June 2026. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to support this Committee and other treaty bodies, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. The messaging has been consistent. 
I am confident that through collaboration, innovation, and shared commitment, we can navigate these constraints and ensure that the essential work of protecting human rights moves forward.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your achievements during this difficult period. Your commitment in advancing the work of the Committee, as demonstrated by the important work you undertook online in October 2025, is greatly appreciated. Thanks to your efforts, one Lists of Issues and nine Lists of Issues Prior to Reporting have been prepared for formal adoption at this session. This was critical: Your dedication ensured that the Committee’s work continued during the second half of 2025 despite the challenges faced.
Moving now to the work of the Human Rights Council, the Council’s annual high-level panel on human rights mainstreaming will take place on 23 February 2026, during its 61st session, and will focus on the theme “The role of new and emerging technologies in preventing and eliminating female genital mutilation”. The panel will explore how digital technology can be a tool in creating an inclusive and conducive environment for access to information that delinks FGM from culture and religion, facilitates survivors’ access to services, and raises awareness on gender equality and on discriminatory social and gender norms at the root of this harmful practice, while at the same time bridging the gender digital divide, protecting women human rights defenders from online violence, and safeguarding the right to privacy in the digital space of women and girls survivors of FGM.
At its 62nd session in June/July, the Human Rights Council will hold its annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women, with one panel focusing on domestic violence, and the other one on women’s participation and representation in public decision-making, including in international affairs.
Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Monsieur les membres,

En conclusion, je vous souhaite beaucoup de succès pour cette session. Malgré les nombreux défis, votre dévouement et votre engagement rendent la continuation du travail essentiel de ce Comité en faveur des femmes et des filles du monde entier possible.
Merci de votre attention.
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