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Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen,
It is an honour to address you today on behalf of the Republic of Slovenia. Our second national report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is a result of intensive coordination between ministries and other government institutions. It was discussed also with social partners, and other civil society stakeholders. 
Slovenia strongly supports the valuable work of UN Treaty Bodies and appreciates the Committee’s work on the implementation of social, economic and cultural rights in the states parties to the Covenant. We welcome this opportunity for constructive dialogue. Slovenia is committed to fulfilling its international obligations in this area and we look forward to today’s exchange.

Human rights rank high on Slovenia’s list of priorities, which is quite evident from the second chapter of our Constitution, ‘Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms’, which includes approximately one third of all constitutional provisions. Popular human rights demands and demands for democratisation were at the very heart of Slovenia’s struggle for independence, and for well over 20 years, human rights have been among the top priorities of our foreign policy. We believe our efforts internationally should go hand in hand with efforts to improve the human rights situation at home. We thus welcome today’s opportunity to look constructively into how Slovenia is faring domestically and how it can do better in responding to challenges of economic, social and cultural rights.
Since submitting our second period report, there have been several new developments, including a number of political changes. Slovenia has changed three governments during this period, namely in 2012, 2013 and 2014. During this time, we held two parliamentary elections, the first in 2011 and the second in July of this year. 

In the new National Assembly, 32 (35.6%) out of 90 elected members are women, which is the highest percentage in the history of Slovenia. Similarly, 7 out of a total of 17 (41.2 %) ministerial positions in the new Government that was sworn in this September are held by women. 

The coalition agreement of the new Government puts forward several proposals aimed at increasing the enjoyment of human rights, such as establishing a Governmental Council for Human Rights, strengthening the Advocate for Equal Opportunities and enhancing the dialogue with civil society, including in preparation of legislative proposals. The current government shall do its very best to retain the needed social protection schemes, including for the most vulnerable and deprivileged. 

As many other countries, Slovenia too has undergone a severe financial and economic crisis. The Government had to take several austerity measures with a view to stabilizing public finances. In the area of economic, social and cultural rights we need to mention the Act on the Balancing of Public Finances. However, I would like to stress that these measures have been carefully considered in order not to affect the most vulnerable groups. The majority of measures in the social field have targeted recipients of transfers with highest incomes while not affecting the benefits of the lowest income groups. 
On the issue of reporting to Treaty Bodies, I would like to point out that Slovenia has submitted four national periodic reports in 2014. Namely, the 5th to 6th periodic report under CEDAW, the 8th to 11th periodic report under ICESCR, the 3rd periodic report under the ICCPR and the initial report under CRPD. We have also submitted the updated Common Core Document to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in October. 

Slovenia has taken several measures to resolve the status of the persons erased from the Register of Permanent Residents. A law regulating their status was passed in 2010 and gave the "erased" the possibility to regulate their status and obtain permanent residence permit from the erasure onwards. The law was later amended to enable to obtain permanent residence permit for the "erased" not living in Slovenia. A special compensation scheme took effect in June 2014 according to which eligible persons can claim compensation through an administrative procedure or through a judicial procedure. By 16 October close to 3000 requests for compensation have been resolved positively. According to the Act, eligible persons are entitled to the payment of contributions for compulsory health insurance, to the inclusion and priority consideration in social assistance programmes, to facilitation in exercising rights to public funds, to state scholarships, to equal treatment as Slovenian citizens in resolving housing problems, to access the education system, and to participation and priority treatment in integration programmes.
Slovenia was one of the first countries to sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, which it ratified in 2008 aiming to ensure that in Slovenia everyone shall be guaranteed equal human rights and fundamental freedoms, regardless of disability. The Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities Act adopted in 2010 is a significant additional step towards eliminating discrimination of persons with disabilities. The Act regulates the protection of such persons, particularly the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability and measures to guarantee equal opportunities for persons with disabilities.

In 2011 the National Assembly of Slovenia adopted a Declaration on the status of members of national groups belonging to nations of former SFRY and a governmental Council of national groups of former SFRY has subsequently been established. 

Following the formation of the new Government, the line ministry has launched a new draft of Law on same-sex civil partnerships in mid-October. The draft is currently in public discussion. The new legislative proposal aims at eliminating discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in the field of partnerships. 

The process of inter-ministerial co-ordination in the preparation of the ratification of the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women (Istanbul Convention) and domestic violence is in its final stages.

On behalf of the whole delegation, I now look forward to a productive and rewarding exchange of views. 
Thank you!
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