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Partners for Transparency Report of 89th Committee on Child Rights in Turkey
Preface:
Turkey signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 14th September 1990, and ratified it under the cabinet decision on 9th December 1994. According to the 1st paragraph of Article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Turkey submitted its first report in 2001, then combined the 2nd and 3rd reports to be submitted in 2012 to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The last ones were two regional reports, the 4th and 5th combined together and covered the periods between 2012 until 2017.  
In this light, this report, submitted by Partners for Transparency( Egypt), examines how far the State is committed to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and detects a number of violations to the rights of children in Turkey. Therefore, Turkey is entitled to exert more efforts to stop such violations as soon as possible. Finally, the report introduces a number of recommendations that Partners for Transparency deems necessary to be taken into account in an attempt to improve the conditions of children in Turkey.
First:Turkey’s Achievements in the Rights of the Child: 
Turkey has to establish a child protection system based on foster care and foster families. The Minister of Family, Labour and Social Services Zehra Zümrüt Selçuk asserted that the number of families registered in this system has increased up to 6481 in 2020[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Turkey Embraces Our Children, 23 January 2021, available at: https://cutt.us/klKrK] 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]In the context of supporting children with disabilities, the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services has launched a project called “Unimpeded Children’s Meeting”. In the scope of this project, there were representatives for children’s rights from 81 Turkish provinces who were contributing to the social upbringing of children with disabilities through convening periodic meetings with these children whose number reached 2550 children in the project[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Our Ministry Stands by Disabled Children with Unimpeded Children’s Meeting Project, 16 January 2021, available at:  https://cutt.us/s5pcv] 



Second:Violations of the Rights of the Child in Turkey:
1- Child Labour:
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]In 2017, nearly 800 thousand children[footnoteRef:3] worked in hazelnut fields for 11 hours a day without having weekend leaves. Hence, this is a clear violation of the Turkish Labour Law in the 4th paragraph of Article 71 which provides that: [3:  10 Facts About Child Labor In Turkey, available at: https://cutt.us/ReS9y] 

“The working time of children who have completed their basic education and yet who are no longer attending school shall not be more than seven hours daily and more than thirty-five hours weekly. As for children working in art, culture and commercial advertising, shall not be more than five hours daily and more than thirty hours weekly. However, this working time may be increased up to forty hours weekly for children above the age of fifteen”
The rate of child labour between 2018 and March 2020 was estimated 30% male workers to 11% female workers[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  تركيا خلف الأسوار: تدهور حالة حقوق الانسان في تركيا، ملتقى الحوار للتنمية وحقوق الانسان، ديسمبر 2020، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/iKUnB] 

In addition, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) has announced that according to the Child Labour Force Survey in 2019, around 720,000 children aged 5-17 are the family providers[footnoteRef:5]. Moreover, according to the Turkish Ministry of Manpower’s report, around 29 Child workers died during the first 5 months of 2019[footnoteRef:6].    [5:  Turkey marks Universal Children’s Day amid widespread children’s rights violations: report, Stockholm Center for Freedom, 20 November  2020, available at: https://cutt.us/Ltmob]  [6:  تركيا خلف الأسوار: تدهور حالة حقوق الانسان في تركيا، مرجع سابق] 

According to a report by the Republican People’s Party MP at the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, Sezgin Tanrıkulu in October 2019, 39 children lost their life due to work-related accidents during the first months of 2020[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Turkey marks Universal Children’s Day amid widespread children’s rights violations: report, op.cit.] 

Some other statistics indicate that 2.6% of Turkish children work in construction sites, repair shops and carpentry shops and many other related fields where a child-appropriate environment is denied. Consequently, the health of those children is damagingly impacted which renders them vulnerable to numerous diseases[footnoteRef:8].        [8:  Yagmur Ozturk, Children of Turkey, Humanium, 2 February 2020,  available at: https://cutt.us/4de8S] 

However, that aforesaid figures and statistics are subject to violation of the 1st paragraph of Article 71 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which provides that: 
“Employment of children who have not completed the age of fifteen is prohibited. However, children who have completed the full age of fourteen and their primary education may be employed on light works that will not hinder their physical, mental and moral development.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Turkish Labor Law, available at: https://cutt.us/9rjWr] 

Likewise, the prevalence of child labour phenomena as aforementioned, is counted as a violation to Article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child which provides that: 
“States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  اتفاقية حقوق الطفل، موقع الأمم المتحدة، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/gcRrc] 

2- Children Sexual Assault:
During the 1st quarter of 2020, the number of child sexual abuse victims in Turkey increased up to 689 children. This shows a substantial increase in comparison to 2019 that witnessed 154 cases of child sexual assault.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  تركيا خلف الأسوار: تدهور حالة حقوق الانسان في تركيا، ملتقى الحوار للتنمية وحقوق الانسان، ديسمبر 2020، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/iKUnB] 

In the same context, the total number of lawsuits filed against children harassment incidents in 2019 was estimated to 15 thousand lawsuits. If we take into account that there are numbers of actual victims who refrain from reporting their offenders for reasons related to fear of honour-based risks, the actual number of such cases will increase dramatically. 
Another statistic also indicates that the proportion of litigations related to child abuse crimes in Turkey was estimated to 0.8% out of the total filed cases in 2019, according to the Turkish Panel Code.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  نسبة التحرش بالأطفال ترتفع في تركيا واسطنبول تتصدر، العربية، 13 سبتمبر 2020، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/BxmUg] 

Therefore, all aforementioned statistics articulate Turkey's non-compliance to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, especially Article 34 which provides that: “States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.”
3- Child Homicide and Imprisonment:
Such incidents as the murder of the 14-year-old Syrian child Wael Al-Mansour, who was stabbed in October 2020 by a group of young people in Turkey, while he was heading to work, were overlooked by the Turkish authorities. Similar crimes against Syrian children reoccurred again in July and August of the same year.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  مقتل طفل سوري في تركيا بالسكاكين.. وتساؤلات عن دور السلطات، سكاي نيوز عربية، 23 أكتوبر 2020، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/Idkzi] 

In his answer to the UN Human Rights Monitoring Committee in the Turkish Parliament, on 14th Nov 2018, the Turkish General Directorate of Prisons and Detention Houses, ÇİFTCİ Yılmaz, indicated that 743 children, between 0 to 6 years old, were held in Turkish prisons. Whereas the number of children between 0 to 3 years old were 343 children. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  علي داغلار، أبرياء لكن سجناء... 700 طفل خلف القضبان في المعتقلات التركية، إندبندنت عربية، 16 مايو 2019، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/l3M80] 

Furthermore, the reservations made by Turkey concerning the Convention on the Rights of the Child showcases that the Turkish State ranks the pragmatic and interest related implications over the ideological issues. That said one of its most essential quotes according to the most recent Turkey's vision, “To advocate for Human Rights and Child Rights in the world”.
The reservation to Article 17 of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which underlines the rights of children from minority groups to access information related to their cultural and linguistic identities from national and international media sources. Turkey's disregard to the ideological implications asserts its fear form the ascendance of minority groups that might pose a threat to the Turkish State.[footnoteRef:15]   [15:  جو حمزه، حقوق الأطفال في تركيا: أولوية الإيديولوجيا والاقتصاد على حقوق الإنسان، المفكرة القانونية، العدد التاسع، نوفمبر 2017، ص 18، متاح على الرابط التالي: https://cutt.us/z4jdz] 





The following table shows the status of children in Turkey according to The Kids Rights Index in 2020:[footnoteRef:16] [16:  The Kids Rights Index 2020, The Kids Rights Foundation, available at: https://kidsrights.org/research/kidsrights-index/] 

	Rank
	Score
	Sector

	49
	0.897
	Life

	36
	0.964
	Health

	26
	0.840
	Education

	47
	0.951
	Protection

	64-75
	0.643
	Enabling Child Rights Environment

	22
	0.85
	General 






Third:Recommendations:
In the light of the abovementioned violations against children's rights in Turkey, Partners for Transparency recommends a set of action plans which are deemed useful for improving the conditions of children in Turkey, as the following:
1- The need to adopt legislative measures and procedures entitle to oblige the employer to provide children-appropriate work environment by applying workplace safety measures. They should preserve the rights of children in self-fulfillment and legitimate gain. They should not put children's lives at risk as witnessed in the cases of children's death as a result of work conditions.  
2- It is also necessary to set stricter and punitive legal measures and procedures for the perpetrators of any child sexual assaults. Regardless of the type of assault, punishment should be deterring for others and those evil-mined offenders who commit such violations because they know they will be left with impunity. 
3- Develop safe platforms and mechanisms that enable child assault survivors and their families to report abuse without any further harm against them by their offenders.
4-  The need to establish an investigative committee to detect conditions of children detained with their mothers in the Turkish prisons. This committee will examine the mechanisms and procedures required for achieving the best interest of the child.  
5- Allow for civil society organizations to practice their role in awareness-raising on the abuse against children as well as raising awareness on the urgency to report any assault against children without fear of honour-based risks especially if it was sexual assaults against children.
6- Abolish the reservation made by Turkey to the provisions of Article 17 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and provide media channels through which minority groups can enhance their own linguistic and cultural affiliations. 
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