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Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, it is my great pleasure to present the Fourth Periodic Report of Lithuania under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Before briefly presenting the report and recent developments since its submission in 2017, let me introduce the members of the Lithuanian delegation:

H.E. Mr. Andrius Krivas, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Lithuania to the UN Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva;
Ms. Vida Montvydaitė, Director of the Department of National Minorities under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania;
Mr. Darius Staniulis, Director of the UN, International Organizations and Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
Ms. Inga Galdikaitė, Minister-Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the UN Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva;
Ms. Vygantė Milašiūtė, Head of the Division of International Agreements Law, Department of International Law, Ministry of Justice;
Ms. Lina Charašauskaitė, Advisor of the International Relations and Treaties Division, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Interior;
Ms. Neringa Dulkinaitė, Advisor of the International and European Union Affairs Division, Ministry of Social Security and Labour;
Mr. Tomas Milevičius, Advisor of the Equal Opportunities, Women and Men Equality Division, Ministry of Social Security and Labour;
Ms. Raminta Goštautaitė, Assistant to the Chief Prosecutor of the Department for Criminal Prosecution at the Prosecutor General’s Office;
Mr. Matas Stankevičius, Second Secretary of the UN, International Organizations and Human Rights Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Chairperson,

Our delegation is honoured to appear before the UN Human Rights Committee and we look forward to a productive exchange of views.

We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate Lithuania’s commitment to uphold our national and international human rights obligations. One of the ways to achieve human rights protection is by implementing international standards and strengthening Lithuania’s engagement with international human rights bodies. 

This process is closely related to the public, therefore the Fourth Period Report has been presented to the civil society with the aim to discuss the most problematic areas in the implementation of the Covenant. 

 Seeking further improvement, we would like to highlight that during the reporting period, Lithuania assumed a number of important international obligations: 

- ratified the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and accepted its individual complaints procedure; 

- acceded to Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture;

- ratified the Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, as well as the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse and 

- signed the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, also known as Istanbul Convention.

The Fourth Periodic report provides a considerable amount of information updating the state of affairs and reflecting how the rights protected by the Covenant continue to be implemented. Therefore, we would like to highlight the following:

1) On institutional capacity, the Seimas Ombudsman Office has been accredited as a National Human Rights Institution in accordance with the Paris Principles. This step provides us with an opportunity to adhere to international obligations more effectively. 

In developing new activities, the Seimas Ombudsman Office has already assumed a wide range of new competencies, which include broader monitoring functions, presentation of reports to international organisations and inquiry procedures. They are also actively consulting with the civil society on how to improve cooperation in order to apply these new activities in a more efficient manner. 

Moreover, Lithuania, as part of its obligations to implement the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, on 1 July 2015 established the Department of National Minorities. The reform was needed, since the previous responsible institution, following the division of functions that were assigned to separate ministries and institutions, had proven inefficient. 

The Department is mandated to streamline the implementation of national minorities’ policies, further develop the Government’s engagement with the Roma and is closely involved in the discussions on the Draft Law on National Minorities.

2) Lithuania has taken additional efforts to ensure principles of non-discrimination and equal opportunities. Revised provisions of the Labour Code, Law on Employment and Law on Education foresee measures aimed at prohibiting all types of harassment, promoting equal opportunities in employment, education and other sectors.

Implementation of the provisions establishing the principles of non-discrimination and equal opportunities is ensured by the Action Plan for the Promotion of Non-discrimination, which includes measures aimed at reducing discrimination, improving legal regulation, as well as promotion of non-discrimination and tolerance.

Moreover, administrative liability for violations of equal rights of men and women is ensured through the new Code of Administrative Offences. The burden of legal representation of the victims of criminal offences related to sexual harassment has also been placed on the State and not on the victims. 

Overall, the Government implements these measures through national action plans and strategic programmes. Such instruments encompass efforts to promote equal opportunities, reduce gender segregation, promote women’s economic empowerment and participation, combat hate crimes and discrimination against all persons. 

3) To implement the Convention on the Rights of Child, certain amendments to the legislation were recently adopted, which aim to modernise and centralise the child protection system. 

Moreover, an inter-institutional cooperation agreement was signed by the relevant authorities that will allow prompt and professional responses on threats to children and will help families to ensure children's rights, safety and well-being.


To react to the most significant cases on sexual abuse against children, a Support Centre for Child Victims of Sexual Abuse was opened in order to ensure an adequate response to the needs of children.

4) We would like to inform that the Government increased its attention to the issues related to human trafficking. In order to fully implement provisions of the Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, a stricter liability for trafficking in human beings and the purchase or sale of a child were adopted. 

The consistent increase of pre-trial investigations and the number of offenders convicted also indicates such implementation. Therefore, additional measures were taken to initiate stronger support for victims, to ensure compliance with international obligations, to allocate resources to the non-governmental organizations and to provide the necessary training for law enforcement officers.

5)  Lithuania, has made significant changes in addressing domestic violence. Lithuania signed Istanbul Convention, launched its ratification process and accordingly takes measures to bring our national legislation in line with it. Therefore, Lithuania’s attitude to acts of domestic violence and victim protection had to change accordingly. As part of such obligations and also to implement the EU Victims Directive, Lithuania revised its legal acts that govern national criminal policy throughout 2015 and 2017. 

In order to ensure our commitments, a number of ministries and institutions have allocated additional resources and assumed broader responsibilities. The results of all of these measures could be observed through the effectiveness of Police investigations, prosecutions by specialized Prosecutors for such crimes and increased attention to support victims by the specialised assistance centres. 

We believe that these actions emphasize our Government’s proactive capacity to react, investigate, prosecute and protect victims as well as ensure their protection.

6) Lithuania, in accordance with the European Court of Human Rights ruling in the case of Abu Zubaydah vs. Lithuania, is currently considering further ways to implement the decision within the national legal framework. Discussions have already started in July 2018 under the Ministry of Justice, involving all of the responsible ministries that are mandated to resolve potential complexities.

7) As Lithuania is one of the members of the European Union, the EU General Data Protection Regulation came into force in 2018. In order to transpose the Directive in the Lithuanian legal framework, a number of national acts have been revised. 

Therefore, from now on both private and state sector must ensure lawful management of personal data and are subject to fines for violations of the Directive.

8) Lithuania has made many improvements in detention policies, as required by the international obligations and monitoring mechanisms. Among the different measures applied in this area, new and more effective probation system was adopted, which recently ensured additional resources to probation officers. 

More attention was given to apply a wider range of alternatives to detention. Therefore, Lithuania abolished prolonged administrative detention as well as administrative arrest, which was one of the priorities since the previous reporting period. To improve the rights of detainees and their return to society, the conditions of the penal system, measures by the Ministry of Justice aim to reform the overall detention policies.

Mr. Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Lithuania highly values cooperation with the UN human rights bodies. Their recommendations provided have been extremely useful as they help us to assess our laws and policies, so that actions can be taken for further improvement. 

We feel that quite some progress has been made after the Third Periodic Report and our Government believes that there are many areas that have to be improved. 

We note the difficulties in areas of domestic violence, especially with regard to gender based violence, rights and freedoms of Roma and LGBTI persons, protection of victims of human trafficking with the aim to identify the most difficult forms, shortcomings in the penal system and measures to combat discrimination. 

We acknowledge that in particular, our utmost attention is needed when it comes to practical implementation through different instruments. 

Therefore, we believe there is much work to be done within the inter-institutional cooperation, engagement with the civil society, allocation of additional resources, capacity building and prevention of such offences. 

Our delegation is looking forward to an interactive exchange on all of the related issues and we are convinced that this process will assist in further development of the human right protection system in Lithuania.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
This year, Lithuania, like our neighbors Latvia and Estonia, celebrates the one-hundredth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. 
A few days ago we marked our National Day. It highlighted the unity of all citizens and peoples living in Lithuania.
It was a good occasion to review our achievements and to foresee new challenges in various fields. I am convinced that our discussion today and tomorrow will offer us a great opportunity to further improve the human rights protection system in Lithuania.


I thank you Mr. Chairperson.
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