Submission of  shadow report to the seventh periodic report of Estonia by the Estonian Women's Association Roundtable  
The Estonian Women's Association Roundtable considers that the actions of the Estonian government are in conflict with the requirements of Article 14 of the CEDAW Convention.
Women in Estonia are faced by the problem of growing regional disparities. The GDP per capita in the the region surrounding the capital city, which is home for 46% of the population, equals 120% of the EU average, the GDP per capita of other Estonian regions reaches barely half of that . For years, the government has not taken the necessary steps to reduce regional disparities, including, for instance, by dividing Estonia into two regions for EU subsidies. This has led to the situation where regional disparities continue growing.
We claim that women living in rural areas are not guaranteed adequate living conditions in the 21st century Estonia, especially regarding the electricity and water supply, as well as transport and communications. This has been proven by a survey conducted in 2021 involving over 1,000 women respondents from different counties of Estonia. Based on the alarming results of the survey, we appealed to the government suggesting they  significantly increase the support programmes for the development of the necessary infrastructure in the countryside. Our proposal, however, was not duly taken into consideration.
Of major concern for rural women is the closure of schools and hobby schools close to home, which is taking place at an increasingly rapid pace. This situation is further aggravated by closing of public libraries and community centres. As a consequence, women are losing their jobs and girls growing up in the countryside experience difficulties with accessing formal and non-formal education. 
Women in rural areas also experience  problems with accessing medical care close to their home due to the absence of or inadequately developed public transport, the general lack of general practitioners as well as long waiting lists.
While the Estonian government has made efforts to reduce the gender pay gap, it has failed to reduce the regional pay gap which, in fact, is equal to or exceeds the gender pay gap. The proposals put forward by women's organisations, including by those representing the interests of rural women, have been consistently ignored by the government when drafting laws and development plans. In our view, meaningful involvement of stakeholders in the formulation of laws and policies has in the past years deteriorated rather than improved. 
Another major concern is the ongoing green transition, which, without conducting the necessary impact assessment and designing mitigation measures, will lead to a sharp increase in inequalities and prevent the full realisation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of women in rural areas, as well as other vulnerable groups such as older women, women with disabilities, mothers raising multiple children, single mothers, women in in-work poverty, etc.
The Estonian Government, led by a female Prime Minister, approved of the ambitious EU climate targets in 2022 without first conducting an analysis of the social and economic impacts and without holding a prior public consultation and is now preparing to fulfil these commitments without taking into account their negative impacts on women and other vulnerable groups of the population.
The Estonian Government seeks to significantly reduce the use of fossil fuel cars by imposing high taxes. Estonia is a sparsely populated country with a population density of 30 people per km² of land area which is almost four times less than the EU’s average. The rural women’s survey showed that there is no functioning public transport in very many areas. The situation is complicated as there are not enough jobs and public services left in rural areas making car use essential for women living there, both in terms of getting to work and school and accessing public services such as medical care. Due to low incomes and the lack of charging facilities in rural areas, buying an electric car is neither possible nor affordable for most rural people.
In Estonia, most of the population own their flat/house with the rental market being relatively limited. The green transition will impose stringent energy efficiency requirements on buildings, which will be hopelessly out of reach for a large proportion of the Estonian rural women as well as for vulnerable women such as older women, women in in-work poverty, disabled women, mothers raising multiple children and single mothers. The building renovation subsidy schemes used so far are affordable only for people with higher income levels since the current schemes require relatively large amounts of own financing which a large proportion of women cannot provide. 
The various requirements of the green transition are also likely to adversely impact the majority of small and micro-entrepreneurs, many of whom are women.
Given the widespread practice in Estonia whereby - despite it being mandatory - the government fails to carry out any gender or regional impact assessment when adopting laws and development plans, we are afraid that in the near future the situation of rural women and other vulnerable groups will significantly deteriorate, and they will have fewer or no opportunities to realise their human rights and fundamental freedoms in the economic, social and cultural spheres.
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