Annex 9

Protective measures of child sexual abuse and 
training on case handling
Promotion of sex education in schools
1.	Learning elements related to sex education, such as personal growth and development, gender equality and protecting the body, have already been included in the Key Learning Areas (KLA)/subjects and moral and civic education of primary and secondary schools.  The content of personal growth education of primary schools also includes topics of understanding the body, differentiating good and bad body touches, refusal skills and seeking help, etc.  Through different learning activities, students are taught how to protect their bodies, refuse when they feel offended and seek help from others whenever necessary.  
2.	Schools are also encouraged to make good use of the learning and teaching resources provided by the Education Bureau (EDB), such as sex education animation resources and lesson plans on prevention of sexual assaults, and strengthen related parent education to remind parents of the need to protect their children against sexual assaults.  Through circulars and guidelines, schools are appealed to pay attention to students’ conditions from time to time for early identification of whether they have been sexually abused.
Strengthening social work services for children
3.	For early identification of and to provide early assistance to the school children and their families, including those involved in sexual violence or abuse problems, Social Welfare Department (SWD) has launched a “Pilot Scheme on Social Work Services for Pre-primary Institutions” by phases from the 2018/19 school year for providing social work services to pre-primary children and their families in the subsidised child care centres, kindergarten and kindergarten-cum-child care centres.  In parallel, the Government has also provided more resources for public sector primary schools to implement, in light of their school-based circumstances, the policy of “one school social worker for each school”, with a view to strengthening their social work and guidance services.  The Government has also allocated additional resources from the 2019-20 financial year to strengthen the manpower of social work in secondary schools to implement the “two school social workers for each school” measure.
Measures to help young people understand the harm caused by prostitution activities
4.	SWD offers various welfare services to young people to prevent them from being led astray by undesirable influences during their growth.  For example, the SWD has implemented the aforementioned “two school social workers for each school” measure since the 2019/20 school year.  School social workers offer appropriate support and counselling to students encountering difficulties in their academic studies as well as social and emotional development, including getting along with the opposite sex, falling in love, sex education, etc.  They also make referrals for students in need to receive clinical psychological services having regard to the nature and seriousness of individual cases.  SWD also set up Cyber Youth Support Teams in December 2018 to provide professional social work intervention including online and offline counselling and group/programme services for at-risk and hidden youths.
Training
5.	SWD provides regular training for frontline professionals to enhance their knowledge and skills in identification of children suspected to be sexually abused, risk assessment, handling child sexual abuse and multi-disciplinary collaboration in the investigation and follow-up services, etc. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]6.	To raise the awareness of teachers in protection of students, the EDB organises talks and seminars annually in collaboration with SWD and the Hong Kong Police Force to advise them on early identification, intervention and support of student victims of child abuse (including sexual abuse).  For the school years from 2017/18 to 2019/20, the EDB had organised a total of 23 relevant seminars/workshops for about 5 200 school personnel.  Moreover, the content of the “Certificate Courses on Student Guidance and Discipline for Teachers of Primary/Secondary Schools” and the “Certificate Course on Management and Leadership for Heads of Guidance and Discipline Teams in Primary and Secondary Schools” commissioned to tertiary institutes annually includes modules on “child abuse”, “child sexual abuse”, “teenage sex” and “cybersex”, etc.  From the 2017/18 to 2019/20 school years, about 640 teachers had completed the above Certificate Courses.
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