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Submission Denmark

Rights for counselling and treatment for victims and perpetrators of domestic violence

In Denmark there are estimated annually 38.000 (1,6 %) women, who are victims of domestic violence and 28.000 (3 %) children witnessing violence in the family. Thus, domestic violence is still a major issue in terms of women’s equal rights. 

Unfortunately, battered women and their children are only secured the right to stay in a women’s shelter according to article 109 in The Act on Social Services, and only a small minority of the women (around 2.000) and their children use this right each year. 

A stay in a shelter is far from suitable for all battered women and their children. However, the support alternatives are very few, since the responsible authorities (the municipalities) lack adequate knowledge and are not obliged by law to offer counselling and treatment to the women and their children. In addition, perpetrators of domestic violence have no rights to treatment which otherwise could serve as an important contribution to the prevention of violence in the family.  

Mothers’ Aid (Mødrehjælpen) therefore suggests adding rights for counselling and treatment for victims of domestic violence to the List of Issues for Denmark. Only by ensuring counselling and treatment for the victims, more women facing domestic violence will receive the help needed to break free from the violence. 

The submission is free to be posted on CEDAW’s website.



Best regards,

Ninna Thomsen
CEO, Mothers’ Aid (Mødrehjælpen)
nth@moedrehjaelpen.dk 
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