	Annex 13

Enforcement of maintenance orders

1.	The Legal Aid Department and Social Welfare Department (SWD) have strengthened co-operation in processing of legal aid applications on enforcement of maintenance orders and streamlined the referral procedure in 2018.  SWD had uploaded to its website an information note in June 2020 to help Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme applicants/recipients better understand the handling on maintenance payments under the Scheme.
2.	The Government has also continued its effort in launching publicity and education programmes to enhance public knowledge on maintenance related issues. 
3.	Besides, the Government signed the “Arrangement on Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement of Civil Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases by the Courts of the Mainland and of the HKSAR” (the Arrangement) with the Supreme People’s Court in June 2017.  The Arrangement seeks to establish a mechanism between the HKSAR and Mainland China for reciprocal recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial or family cases and covers judgments and orders in relation to the maintenance of a child.
4.	In order to implement the Arrangement in the HKSAR, the Mainland Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases (Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement) Bill (REJ Bill) was passed in May 2021.  It is believed that the passage of the REJ Bill and the implementation of the Arrangement will facilitate parties from both the HKSAR and Mainland China to obtain reciprocal recognition and enforcement of court orders on provision of maintenance for a child, thereby facilitating cross-boundary recovery of maintenance for a child.



[bookmark: _GoBack]5.	Comments were received expressing concern that the term “order in relation to custody” was not clearly defined in the REJ Bill to include a HKSAR court order for return or delivery of a child who has been wrongfully removed from the HKSAR to, or wrongfully retained in, Mainland China.  Although the intended coverage of such an order was already clarified in the Explanatory Memorandum to the REJ Bill, concern was expressed that such clarification was not incorporated into the REJ Bill itself.  Upon consultation, the Government considered that the REJ Bill, as passed by the LegCo, would have the advantage of allowing necessary flexibility for the HKSAR court to exercise its discretion in making appropriate orders.  A dedicated webpage will be created and publicly available to facilitate access to relevant materials in a user-friendly manner.
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