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[bookmark: _GoBack]Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of our Delegation let me welcome all of you and introduce its Members.
I am Tamara MAZUR, Deputy Minister of Culture, the Head of the Delegation of Ukraine,
Ms. Ganna ONYSHCHENKO, Deputy Minister of Justice;
Mr. Andriy YURASH and Ms. Iryna STRASHNENKO, Ministry of Culture;
Mrs. Nataliia BOHDANOVA, Ministry of Social Policy;
Mr. Yurii KONONENKO, Ministry of Education and Science; 
Mr. Kostiantyn TARASENKO, National Police; 
Mr. Petro SYNIAVSKYI, State Migration Service.
The representatives of the Mission of Ukraine in Geneva – His Excellency Ambassador Yurii Klymenko and his colleagues – are also with us today.
On behalf of the delegation of Ukraine I express our deep respect to the Members of the Committee for their tireless efforts on combatting and preventing racial discrimination in the world. Let me assure you that Ukraine is fully committed to this noble goal as well.
The twenty-second and twenty-third periodic Reports of Ukraine were prepared by the Ministry of Culture in cooperation with other relevant authorities, including Ministries of Interior, Health, Foreign Affairs, Education, Social Policy and Justice and other State authorities, in close cooperation with civil society organizations.
Nowadays Ukraine is at a very important stage of the reforms in the sphere of human rights. The most important mission today is the proper implementation of the relevant legislation, in particular related to combating racial discrimination and intolerance.
As Ukraine observed in its Reports before the Committee Russia’s temporary occupation of Crimea and its aggression in other regions of Ukraine had led to the deterioration of the protection of rights of Crimean Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians and others. Since the occupation of the sovereign territory of Ukraine the status of which is determined by the General Assembly resolution 68/262 on territorial integrity of Ukraine the Russian Federation has been ill-treating these minority communities in a manner that may be characterized as racial discrimination.
These discriminatory actions have been well documented and publicized in various reports prepared by, among others, United Nations, Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, Council of Europe, European Union, U.S. Department of State as well as by numerous NGOs. It is important to note that civil society organizations’ submissions to the CERD in connection with this meeting provide ample evidence of the Russian Federation’s discriminatory actions in Crimea and in other regions of Ukraine.
Let me take this opportunity to stress that Ukraine continues to pursue comprehensive reforms in the area of human rights and ensure effective implementation of the relevant legislation in compliance with our international obligations and commitments.  
In our presentation we are going to provide you with more updated data upon the submission of our Reports.   
To this end I will give the floor to the representative of the Ministry of Culture to share with you in detail the relevant information.
Thank you.

