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1. China Association for Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture (CAPDTC) pays great attention to United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s review on the 14th to 17th consolidated report on International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination implemented by China in 2018. Over the years, the Chinese government has made great strides in promoting and protecting the rights of ethnic minorities, but also encountered some challenges. On this basis, we provide comments and suggestions on the protection of the rights of Chinese Tibetan citizens.

2. Economic development. Since 2008, the Gross National Product (GNP) of Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces has been increasing. Also, local fiscal revenue has been growing steadily and people’s living standards have been rising. In 2016, the GNP of Tibet Autonomous Region reached USD17.969 billion, increased by 51.7% compared with that in 2012 calculated at comparable prices, ranking the top in China with an annual increase of 11%. The GNP of Tibetan-inhabited areas in Sichuan, Yunnan, Gansu and Qinghai provinces increased from USD6.271 billion, USD1.775 billion, USD2.132 billion, and USD14.164 billion in 2012 to USD8.451 billion, USD2.822 billion, USD2.905 billion, and USD14.264 billion respectively.

3. Poverty Alleviation. The Chinese government has continuously strengthened financial support for Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces. From 2012 to 2016, Tibet Autonomous Region had earmarked a total of USD1.253 billion in poverty alleviation. And at the end of 2016, the number of people living in poverty of this region dropped from 1.17 million in 2012 to 710,000; the cumulative funding for poverty alleviation in Sichuan Tibetan Region was equal to USD966 million, and the number of people living in poverty decreased from 354,000 at the end of 2012 to 210,000; Yunnan Tibetan Area invested a total of USD568 million in poverty alleviation, lifting 102,600 people out of poverty; Tibetan Area of Gansu spent USD429 million in poverty alleviation, freeing 159,400 people from poverty; Qinghai Tibetan Area earmarked USD726 million in poverty alleviation, providing 270,000 impoverished people with subsistence allowance and moving 50,400 people out of poverty.
4. Development of infrastructure construction. From 2012 to 2016, the Chinese government had invested USD1.425 billion in infrastructure construction of Tibet Autonomous Region. A total of 139 municipal infrastructure projects had been completed, such as the construction of municipal roads and bridges, water supply and drainage, sewage treatment, refuse disposal and heating system. Tibet Autonomous Region’s highway mileage increased from 62,500 kilometers in 2012 to 82,100 kilometers in 2016, with an increase of 25.9%, and it has 71 domestic and international airline routes to 41 cities. Tibet power network was built and has been put into operation, with its installation power capacity reaching 2.65 million kilowatts, 1.3 times higher than that in 2012, carrying out net external power supply of 200 million kilowatt hours for the first time, which indicated a new era of “power transferring from Tibet to the outside”. Within these four years in Sichuan Tibetan Region, two airports were built, one airport started constructing, and the total mileage of Tibetan highways amounted to 45,200 kilometers; Yunnan Tibetan Area carried out 1,344 key projects, of which 1,142 were completed, with fixed assets investment up to RMB103.9 billion; Gansu Tibet Area’s first civil airport, Xiahe Airport, and the first expressway, Linhe Highway, were built, and in 2016, the construction of the first railway, Lanzhou-Hezuo Railway, was begun. The total highway mileage at present is 10,046 kilometers; in Qinghai Tibetan Area, the total mileage of highway was 65,117 kilometers in 2016, with an increase of 11,367 kilometers compared with that of 2012, linking all the 251 townships and 1,659 villages across the province.

5. Speeding up the development of social undertakings in Tibetan areas. Education: in 2016, Tibet popularized the 15-year free education policy from preschool education to high school, which means students do not have to pay for their meals, accommodation and tuition. Since the spring of 2016, Sichuan, Gansu and Qinghai Tibetan Areas have implemented 15-year free education from kindergarten to high school, and in Yunnan Tibetan Area 14-year free education has been implemented. Sichuan has taken the lead in implementing the “9 + 3” free education program in Tibetan areas, with a cumulative enrollment of more than 50,000 students from Tibetan areas (over 87% from families of farmers and herdsmen), and the initial employment rate of the graduates hitting 98.8%. Medical and health care: in 2016, the traditional Tibetan medicine coverage rate of township hospitals and village clinics in Tibet was 89% and 36% respectively, and the hospital birth rate reached 99%; in Sichuan Tibetan Area, the number of health personnel in hospitals at all levels and the actual number of beds increased by 30% and 25% compared with those in 2012. Over 99% of total population was enrolled in the New Rural Co-operative Medical Care Scheme (NRCMS), and the per capita life expectancy grew from 72.09 years in 2012 to 74 years; Qinghai province implemented a total of seven categories, 1,685 projects included, of health and family planning infrastructure project plans of Tibetan areas, covering a total construction scale of 482,000 square meters, with a total investment of RMB1.958 billion. Yunnan Tibet Area completed the reconstruction and expansion of the Tibetan Hospital of Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and the Shangri-La county hospital, etc. It also accelerated the implementation of the key projects of prefecture altitude sickness control centers and prefecture people’s hospitals, as well as building and reconstructing a batch of village clinics and community care sites.

6. Respecting and protecting the right to the freedom of religious belief of Tibetan ethnic minorities. The policy to protect the freedom of religious belief has been comprehensively and intensively implemented in Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces, especially in such aspects as the protection of monasteries and cultural relics, the welfare of monks and nuns, and the collation of Buddhist scriptures. For example, the Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan province earmarks USD781,200 every year for the protection and renovation of dilapidated monasteries; in 2012, Gansu province started the protection and renovation project of the Labrang Monastery in Xiahe County of Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, which lasted five years and cost USD47.6563 million; Tripitaka was collated and published; sutra printing houses at Tibetan monasteries have been well preserved and developed: there are 60 conventional sutra printing houses, including Potala Palace Printing House and Sichuan Dege Sutra Printing House. There are around 120,000 monks and nuns and over 3,800 monasteries in Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces. 96.5% of monks and nuns were covered by medical insurance, and the coverage of old-age insurance reached 89.6%.

7. Protecting and promoting the development of cultural heritage in Tibetan areas. Since 2008, Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces have drawn up local laws and regulations to preserve and promote the outstanding traditional Tibetan culture. From 2012 to 2016, Tibet had completed 4,277 cultural relics sites, 55 major historical and cultural sites protected at the national level, 391 cultural relic protection units at the level of autonomous region, 978 municipal cultural relics protection units, and three state-level historical and cultural cities; Qinghai province completed the construction of four museological facilities, namely, Yushu Museum, Earthquake Museum, Princess Wen Cheng Memorial Hall, and Dong Cang Tripitaka Museum. In 2016, in Tibet, 76 items were included in China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage, 68 inheritors were affirmed as representative inheritors of China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage, and Gesar Epic and Tibetan Opera were listed in Masterpiece of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity. Moreover, 35 Tibetan projects of Qinghai Province were put on China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage; Ganzi and Aba Tibetan areas in Sichuan province issued regulations on the use of Tibetan language for protection. Besides, Sichuan included Gesar Epic, traditional Tibetan medicine, the Tibetan art of block printing of Dege Sutra Printing House, Thangka, and Tibetan nationality King Gesar painted rock carvings, etc. in China’s Intangible Cultural Heritage.

8. “Shaping Chinese Heart with One Mind” Health Service Volunteer Campaign. Since the launch of this campaign in 2008, large-scale medical and health service activities have been carried out by a volunteer team, mainly composed of Beijing health professionals, in the border areas inhabited by ethnic minorities for ten consecutive years. Especially from 2011 to 2016, the campaign of “Shaping Chinese Heart with One Mind” had been carried out in Tibet and Tibetan-inhabited areas in four other provinces to provide medical help for patients suffering from congenital heart disease, cardiovascular disease, and plateau diseases such as hepatic echinococcosis, as well as offering free health screening tests to Tibetans. More than 9,350 health professionals and volunteers took part in the campaign, 335,000 visits to clinics were made by people, and free drug, medical facilities, and donations totaled about USD16.81 million.

9. We have noticed that in recent years, some lawbreakers have pretended to be a “Living Buddha” or “Guru” in the guise of Tibetan Buddhism, suspected of being involved in committing a crime of fraud. We suggest that the standardized management of religious activities, places and personnel of Tibetan Buddhism be strengthened according to the law, the “Inquiry System of Living Buddhas of Tibetan Buddhism” be continued to improve, and relevant illegal and criminal activities be cracked down hard.

10. We have noticed that Tibetan education has made great progress in recent years, but the development of kindergartens in Tibetan areas is lagging behind. The educational content and quality of the kindergartens in some farming and pastoral areas need to be improved. We suggest that the Chinese government enhance the financial support of the education quality, characteristics and teachers’ qualification of the kindergartens in farming and pastoral areas.
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