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Madam Chair, 
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
Colleagues and Friends,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the twenty-fifth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This is the third on-line session of the Committee since the pandemic outbreak, taking place from today, 16 August until 14 September 2021, with webcasting of public meetings. 

Today’s humanitarian emergencies, including the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, armed conflicts, and the climate crisis, highlight the relevance of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the need for its implementation. On the one hand, we have witnessed the rapid ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, which currently have 184 and 99 States parties, respectively. The most recent ratifications of the Convention by Botswana and Uzbekistan just last month are to be welcome, as are the ratifications of the Optional Protocol by Georgia and Sao Tome and Principe. On the other hand, and in stark contrast, the adoption of a human rights model of disability and national implementation of the Convention have not kept pace, as shown in the context of the pandemic. Persons with disabilities continue to face discrimination, exclusion from decisions that affect them as well as the threat of violence, abuse and stigmatization. 
Distinguished members,
Allow me to brief you on the most relevant recent developments at the international level, manifesting a growing commitment towards the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
At its forty-seventh session that took place from 21 June to 13 July, the Human Rights Council adopted its annual resolution 47/24 on human rights and climate change and called upon all States to adopt a comprehensive disability-inclusive approach to climate change adaptation and mitigation policies. It also devoted its annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women to the theme of violence against women and girls with disabilities and adopted resolution 47/15 titled “accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls: preventing and responding to all forms of violence against women and girls with disabilities”. The Council also adopted resolution 47/8 that aims to eliminate harmful practices related to accusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks, which have resulted in various forms of violence, torture and stigmatization against, particularly, persons with albinism and persons with disabilities.
The fourteenth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was held on-line from 15 to 17 June. Under its overarching theme of building back better, participants heard various speakers, including the Chair of the CRPD Committee, reiterating that COVID-19 response and recovery efforts had to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities to be legitimate and effective.  
Participating in the interactive dialogue at the Conference of States Parties, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, Mr. Gerard Quinn, reiterated his vision and thematic programme for his mandate. Following the adoption of the historic Security Council Resolution 2475 (2019) on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of armed conflicts, the Special Rapporteur reiterated that his first thematic report will focus on this theme, and will be presented at the General Assembly this fall. The Special Rapporteur will also devote attention to the thematic topics of artificial intelligence and disability, as well as the transformation of service paradigms, in support of the growing trend towards non-coercive approaches to mental health, among others.   
Under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, the Ministerial Declaration, adopted by consensus - during the 2021 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development convened from 6 to 15 July -, contains an unprecedented number of explicit human rights references, including a reference to persons with disabilities and the discriminatory laws, policies and practices that must change if we are to leave no one behind. Earlier this year, the written submissions to the High-Level Political Forum presented by this Committee, as per yearly practice, as well as by the Chairs of Treaty Bodies are proof of commitment of the Treaty Bodies to contribute to achieving the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and its related goals.
On 28 May 2021, the Committee, jointly with the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Disability and Accessibility, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities and the Special Rapporteur on the right to physical and mental health and the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons called upon the Council of Europe to withdraw the draft Additional Protocol to the “Oviedo Convention”.  The vote on the draft Additional Protocol has been postponed until November 2021. This encouraging initial outcome may open up further opportunities for engagement with the Council of Europe and for continuing advocacy of the human rights-based approach to mental health.
Distinguished members, 
The 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, conducted under the leadership of the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, took place from 7 to 11 June.  It was a timely opportunity for the Chairs to discuss strategies, and furthering their vision in the light of the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 treaty body review process.  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review cycle calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including using new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the system. These are all topics that have been considered in depth in various stages and settings and on which urgent action is now needed. I would like to express our deep appreciation for the exemplary leadership of your Chair, Ms Rosemary Kayess, and her efforts in full transparency to strive for the largest possible agreement among chairpersons of all treaty bodies around these existential topics. Our appreciation extends to all CRPD members for having put concrete comprehensive proposals on the table.  
OHCHR will continue to support treaty bodies in this critical endeavor.
I am grateful for the time and efforts that the Committee has devoted during this exceptional period to avoid a human rights protection gap. I praise the Committee, led by its Working Group to support deinstitutionalization, for hosting seven online regional consultations on ending institutionalization of persons with disabilities, including in emergencies. I understand the consultations are part of a broader effort to adopt guidelines for States parties to supplement its related general comment. Despite the many technical challenges, the online remote nature of the regional consultations provided an opportunity for many persons with disabilities to engage with the Committee for the first time by sharing their testimonies and first-hand accounts. With such initiatives, the Committee puts into practice the principles of participation and inclusion that the Convention enshrines. 

Dear Members, 

	I would now like to update you on the work of the Office, mainly through the Human Rights and Disability Unit. UN Human Rights presented its second performance report to the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Disability Inclusion Strategy. In June 2021, it also reported orally on its performance under the Strategy to the Human Rights Council for the first time.

	The Unit is embarking on the drafting process of a report on Article 31 of the CRPD (re: statistics and data collection). In this regard, your Committee has consistently challenged disability assessments in country reviews for being connected to the medical model of disability. Sharing your understanding of ‘CRPD-compliant disability assessment’ would surely benefit this drafting process. .

	Finally, the Unit has advanced in the development of a strategy, known as Community 2030, to include community-based support as an essential service in the post-2030 Development Agenda. I understand that the Bureau of the Committee will engage in further discussion with the Disability Adviser to explore how treaty bodies could support Community 2030.

Distinguished members, 

I am encouraged by the Committee’s decision to continue holding online sessions. I acknowledge that remote work is challenging for the Committee and that you have had to make sacrifices to accommodate time zone differences, internet connectivity issues, technical challenges of interpretation platforms, and the lack of full accessibility.  All of that without an honorarium. I also commend the Committee’s decision to continue holding on-line State party reviews on an exceptional basis until such time in-person meetings will be resumed.

Regarding in-person sessions of the Committees, the Office is closely following the evolving sanitary and travel situation in Switzerland, as host country. In July 2021, following an assessment, the possibility of returning to in-person sessions opened up for those Committees whose sessions will start in September and October. The Chairs of Committees have been encouraged to decide on the format and modalities of those sessions, including the consideration of resuming in-person sessions, if all conditions are favorable and in light of the still evolving situation. 

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am aware that you have an intense program ahead of you for the next four weeks, and would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive online session.
I thank you for your attention.
____________
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